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Editorial
Pause and reboot. It is time again, when the usual frenzy in the University corridors has been traded with silent
hallways and empty lawns. The warm days of summer break are seeing fewer students, who have either stayed
back for special projects or on-campus internship opportunities. The quiet, however, arrived not before the
much awaited and proud moment – the 3rd Convocation Ceremony of Shiv Nadar University. The ceremony on
13 May 2017 marked the graduation of around 440 students who received their Doctoral, Master’s and
Bachelor’s degrees for various streams. The Guest of Honor for the remarkable day was Mr. Mike Lawrie,
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Oﬃcer, DXC Technology. Read his commencement address in the
current issue of Whistling Teal.
Meanwhile, the past three months have been eventful. April went oﬀ with examination fever and project
deadlines simmering all-round the month. May, on the other hand, had brought handful of excitement as the
month witnessed graduation of Class of 2017. June was meant for letting oﬀ the steam and pressure of the
previous year before one could start afresh.
Shiv Nadar University is now gearing up for new beginnings. The ever evolving institution is ready to run faster
and with much endurance. The international collaborations with University of Bologna – the world’s oldest
University; and Ontario Universities International are a precursor to what lies ahead. The new student and
faculty exchange program and greater research opportunities are some of the possibilities these international
linkages would bring to the University.
Another thrust comes from the highly specialized and new programs i.e. Program(s) in Water Science and Policy
and Master of Design oﬀered by C-PACT and Department of Design respectively. Read about these programs
under the Highlights section.
Comes July, and the admissions for the Undergraduate Class of 2021 will conclude. Soon, the University will
liven up with bright new faces, who are going to embrace the place as their own for the years to come. At the
same time, the sophomores and the junior year students will be back setting the institution in same old frenzy
once again.

Editorial Team
Whistling Teal
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Chancellor’s Address – Convocation 2017
But is it education for the sake of education? We can draw
from a similar expression in art, credited to 19th century
French philosopher Victor Cousin and the French poet and
critic Théophile Gautier:
L’art Pour l’art? That is, Art for art’s sake? Poem for poem’s
sake?
Some feel that artistic pursuit is its own justiﬁcation
and has value. Whereas others such as Nietzche have said
“Art is the great stimulus to life: how could one understand it
as purposeless, as aimless as l’art pour l’art?”. African writer
Chinua Achebe is more scathing when he says (quote),” art
for art’s sake is just another piece of deodorized dog poop”.
I sanitized the quote with “poop” if you know what I mean.

Dr. S N Balakrishnan,
Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University

Note that when it comes to education, one sees
similar and even more passionate arguments. The
complexities involved in creating a successful university
are immense, and while universities have the potential to
last for centuries, it becomes a reality only if successive
administrators, faculty and students build the university
with caution and care. It should be nurtured with utmost
dedication.

L’art Pour L’art
Mr. Mike Lawrie, Mr. Nadar, Trustees and members of the
Shiv Nadar Foundation, Members of the Shiv Nadar University
Court, Members of the Shiv Nadar University Executive
Council, Vice Chancellor Rupa Ghosh, President Rajiv Swarup,
Directors, my fellow faculty, staﬀ, distinguished guests,
graduating batch of 2017, students, parents and all who have
assembled at SNU’s third convocation.
This is a great moment for the Shiv Nadar University as we
come together to celebrate the third convocation.
This day belongs to the third batch of students of SNU just
about to become our alumni. You are the stars today. It seems
like only yesterday that we celebrated our ﬁrst convocation.
When you are building a diverse University of this magnitude,
days go by fast; every day is a new challenge and an
opportunity. Our only constant is quality students like you and
stellar faculty and dedicated staﬀ. We have added a new
school in Management, new Departments in Governance and
International Relations, approved a new program in the area of
national need in Water Science and Policy, but we have a long
way to go.
While we are building I thought the world should know
what your alma mater is all about so that they understand why
you all stand out.
A famous computer scientist, Dr. Edsger Dijkstra noted 66
institutions in the western world have been in continuous
visible identity since 1530; other than the Roman Catholic
church, the Lutheran Church, Parliaments of Iceland and the
Isle of Man, 62 are… Universities; yes, universities, that too
since 1530! As the Chancellor of this unique university, one
question that always goes through my mind is “What should
this university represent or embody?”. What will make Shiv
Nadar University immortal? Of course, this university
originated as a result of our Founder, Mr. Nadar’s conviction
that “Education is, and will be the most powerful tool for
individual and social change, and we must do all that it takes to
facilitate it.”

At SNU, we have designed a
curriculum which is holistic
and emphasizes humanities and
cross curriculum courses that
are compulsory for every student.
This feature, which fosters
and encourages inquiring minds,
is a major diﬀerentiator as
compared with any other school
in this country.

I will now talk about the various features that
facilitate continuity and longevity.
University education as we now know and follow
worldwide started in the West, although great universities
like Nalanda with very diﬀerent structures existed in India
long before that. The University of Bologna in Italy, founded
in 1088 is widely known as the ﬁrst university in the world. It
started as a law school. Currently, it has 85,000 students in
programs varying from engineering to Science to
Humanities. Like Shiv Nadar University, it is still expanding!
I am happy to tell you that we just signed a memorandum of
understanding with the University of Bologna for student
exchange and faculty collaboration. I asked them why they
came to us? Their response was that they are not just
looking for collaboration; they want it to be with the best
institutions in select countries. The oldest university in the
world working with one of the newest in India, remarkable!
If one follows the evolution of universities through
medieval times (upto 15th century) and early modern times
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(late 15th century to 18th century), universities taught natural
philosophy, logic, medicine, theology, mathematics, astronomy
(and astrology), law, grammar and rhetoric. But in early modern
times, humanism started aﬀecting education. The critical
mindset imparted by humanism caused changes in universities
and scholarship. In fact, some believe that the scientiﬁc
revolution could have been spawned by the eﬀect of
humanism on scholars in natural sciences and medicine. Note
Humanism.
In most schools, especially ones stressing applied
curricula like engineering, humanities is mostly a check box. At
SNU, we have designed a curriculum which is holistic and
emphasizes humanities and cross curriculum courses that are
compulsory for every student. This feature, which fosters and
encourages inquiring minds, is a major diﬀerentiator as
compared with any other school in this country. If one looks at
universities that have historically aﬀected society’s march
towards betterment, they all have strong humanities and social
studies.

We at SNU believe that for
graduates in a rapidly changing
world, with shifting technology
and work habits and blurring lines
between social and business
structures, it is imperative that a
student is exposed to working in
collaborative research - whether it
is with another university or through
industry sponsored research as
a term project - these experience
teach our students how
to adapt.
It is important to emphasize how we at SNU aspire to
make societal impact. It is through new and innovative ideas, as
should be from a university. Yes, on this aspect it is not just l’art
pour l’art. It is education with a purpose. As a University, we
want to oﬀer solutions to what the society needs; not
particularly what it wants. This country has more than a billion
people, and most of them are not living comfortably, the society
is crying out for help. I read an article 5 days back about India’s
dwindling ground water supply that will soon cause a crisis.
Just two weeks ago, we announced our new master’s program
on Water. A coincidence? No. After a year of detailed and
deliberative thinking by Dr. Mihir Shah, our distinguished
professor and former planning commission member, and his
team came up with a master’s program on Water. We are doing
it because this country needs it and truly the world needs it. In
fact, we have experts from other countries that are teaching it
because truly the world needs it. We are also planning to work
on matters of national security with a soon to be signed MoU
with the Center for Joint Warfare Studies; this is a consequence
of discussions with some ﬁne and distinguished men who
served at the highest level in India’s defense.
Last, I want to bring out a feature that we believe is
relevant for modern day universities. Here again, I will refer to

Dr. Dijkstra but his opinion is quite the opposite of the path
we pursue. He refers to the Buxton Index, which is deﬁned
as the length of period, measured in years over which an
organization makes its plans. As he shows, for a street
vendor it may be less than a day, for companies like HCL or
DXC, it may be the time between quarterly or annual
reports, for a politician in India, no, I don’t want to talk about
Indian politics, say the president of the US, it is 4 years, time
for reelection. Dijkstra states that joint work between
entities with large Buxton index diﬀerences invariably leads
to failure, with mutual accusations of either
shortsightedness or free wheeling and neglect of
agreement. So, he advises against industry-university
projects.
I must disagree. We at SNU believe that for graduates
in a rapidly changing world, with shifting technology and
work habits and blurring lines between social and business
structures, it is imperative that a student is exposed to
working in collaborative research – whether it is with
another university or through industry sponsored research
as a term project - these experience teach our students
how to adapt.
We are not saying that we should be oﬀering solutions
to world problems at a twitter speed; No we are not twits.
But our new age university will continue to be successful
decades into the future by being agile and adept and
training our students to adapt.
As you can see, Shiv Nadar University is L’art Pour
L’art and a lot more… the University Grants Commission in
their inspection report acknowledged this fact commenting
that SNU is providing “an unprecedented, well-rounded
education”. This is why the government of India selected
us… one of the ten universities out 1723 academic
institutions… to award its prestigious Atal Incubation
Centre. These would not have happened but for our
dynamic VC Dr. Rupa Ghosh. Thanks Rupa.
Back to graduating students. On this very special day,
I would like to congratulate each and every one of you for
being a part of this DREAM called the Shiv Nadar University.
I am sure that with the education and training that you
received, you have the tools to realize your dreams.
On Tuesday, I was at the Adivasi Academy at Tejgadh,
Gujarat, where they teach 60 children of migrant parents
every year after assessing their learning gaps. It is a huge
success in bringing societally lost tribes, who constitute
about 11% Indian population and speak 700 bhashas. I was
overwhelmed by the volunteer spirit of the doctor from
Bihar working there who has administered healthcare to
about 2,25,000 adivasis. Our own Director of SoHSS,
Dr. Ajay Dandekar volunteered in building their ﬁrst class
room in 2003. They are facilitating many young kids to
perhaps formulate their dreams.
I have a request for you:
Let each one of you be a dream facilitator for at least one
other Indian.
Dream BIG and follow your dreams with old fashioned hard
work and you will reach your goals.
Good Luck!
Valga Bharatham! In my incomparable mother tongue
called Tamil, it means “Long Live India!”.
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This incredible pace of change, Freidman says, is like being in a car that is
accelerating from 0 to 100 kilometers per hour in 5 seconds … all the time.
I believe that for our global community, the challenges Friedman points
to -- technology, globalization and climate change -- are signiﬁcant, and
they are real.
And as we have seen throughout history, we have choices about how we
respond to challenges like these:
We can choose to see only the downside, ignoring the opportunities
that accompany almost any challenge.
We can allow challenges to divide us. Or we can ﬁnd ways to come
together.

Mr. Mike Lawrie
Chairman, President and Chief Executive Ofﬁcer, DXC Technology
To President Swarup and the University board, to my friend Shiv Nadar, and to
the distinguished members of the faculty: it is an honor to be here at Shiv Nadar
University for your third convocation.
I am pleased to be joined today by a large number of special guests, family
members and friends who have gathered for this occasion.
Most of all, it is an honor to be here with the Class of 2017. This is a momentous
day for you. It is a recognition of your hard work and accomplishments going
back years… and a milestone as you become contributing members of the
global community.
And let me tell our graduates, this is also a momentous day for your parents and
other family members. For them, today also acknowledges their achievements
in raising you! And in equipping you for the success that has brought you to
today’s ceremony.
So let me be among the ﬁrst to say congratulations to you all, and ask that we
join in a round of applause for the graduates and their families.
I have known Shiv for many years, and I have closely followed the creation of
Shiv Nadar University. Even so, I am surprised and impressed with how much
progress SNU has made in just the six years since its founding.

We can default to the lowest common denominator. Or we can step up
and lead.
I feel a sense of optimism as I consider these divergent alternatives. And
that’s because of people like the graduates I see before me today: Smart,
empathetic, tech-savvy and globally minded.
We are fortunate to have young people like you graduating from
institutions like SNU. Because today’s challenges put you on a mission that
you are uniquely prepared to undertake.

What do I mean by that?

Let me begin by giving you a sense of what the world was like when I was
sitting where you are today. I will remind you that this was a VERY long time
ago!
When I graduated from college, we could still see World War II in our
rearview mirror. Poverty was widespread. The technology that propels our
world today was in its infancy. The only “computers” were room-sized
mainframes with processing power that was much less than the smart
phones we carry in our pockets today.
My generation addressed many of those challenges. We haven’t had true
global conﬂict in more than 70 years. Trade and innovative programs have
helped lift more than a billion people out of poverty around the world. And
technology? Well, I hardly have to tell you about all that has been enabled
by Internet connectivity, creative applications and the exponential
increases in computing power.

This University is now a community of some 2,100 students, including more
than 140 Ph.D. scholars. The students come from across India, and they
represent some of the very best and brightest.

My generation did a commendable job with a great many things. But in
truth, we are transitioning to the next generation, a set of new challenges…
and new opportunities. Let me talk about the three that Friedman
mentioned.

These students -- along with 400 faculty and staﬀ -- occupy an expansive
residential campus of nearly 300 acres. And SNU has formed alliances with
some of the most prestigious educational institutions back in the United States,
including Duke, Babson and the University of Pennsylvania.

The ﬁrst -- and probably the most familiar to all of us – is technology. In
many respects, technology itself is responsible for the acceleration we see
in the pace of change.

Shiv Nadar University is an institution in its ascendency: Great and getting even
better.

No sooner do we assimilate one advancement than the next one comes
along. We are now used to seeing …

And to the 440 students who will receive their degrees today, you should be
very pleased about that. Because as the University rises, so will the value of the
diplomas you have earned.

Established businesses disintermediated (look what Airbnb is doing to
hotels),

In many respects, the growth and development of the University reﬂects the
philosophy -- and even the life’s journey -- of the man whose name it bears.
Shiv has always believed in the power of learning. He has said that “if there is a
tool that can empower individuals and narrow the socio-economic, rural-urban
divide, I believe it is transformational education.”
Education turned Shiv’s life around, and now he is helping to do the same for
SNU students. Shiv didn’t see his ﬁrst big city until he was 21, but he did see the
inside of many classrooms, and he made the most of his time in school. He has
said, unequivocally, that “I am a product of education.”
And now SNU has been established to similarly equip thousands of students
with the education they will need to embrace their own hopes and dreams.
Indeed, the University’s mission refers to its students as “the path-shapers of
tomorrow, who can shoulder the challenges of globally responsible and ethical
leadership in the 21 Century.”

Challenges in the world today
And it’s just these challenges that I want to talk with you about brieﬂy today.

New ventures created overnight (it’s hard to believe, but mobile apps
did not exist before the iPhone!),
And entire industries disappearing (witness the extreme decline in
brick-and-mortar retail in the U.S.).
We often refer to Moore’s Law to describe the extreme rate of change in
the tech industry.
Remember that Moore’s Law says that the number of transistors per
square inch on an integrated circuit will double every couple of years, at
the same time that its cost declines.
But consider this: On the recent 50th anniversary of Moore’s Law, Intel
estimated that if a 1971 Volkswagen Beetle automobile were to undergo
the same transformation, it would be able to travel at 480 thousand
kilometers-per-hour, achieve 850 thousand kilometers-per-liter, and cost
` 1.
The societal challenges posed by this extreme pace of change include
rapid shifts in economic fortunes, along with innovation rates that many
people ﬁnd disorienting.

As a global community, we face an unprecedented acceleration in the pace of
change.

But there is real opportunity in this for you graduates because you are all
digital natives. Technology has been a big part of your life, and you know
how to embrace innovation at speed.

In his most recent book, Thank You for Being Late, the author Thomas Friedman
notes that “the three largest forces on the planet -- technology, globalization
and climate change -- are all accelerating at once.”

That makes you a force for positive change, with the potential to deploy
technology in completely new ways -- helping to solve society’s problems
in areas like medicine, energy and the environment.
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This will create opportunities far greater than what my generation could have
expected when we all graduated, decades ago.
The second challenge I want to talk about is globalization.
The noted economics writer, Martin Wolf, has said that “perhaps the greatest
contribution of economics is the idea that societies will gain more from seeking
to trade with one another than trying to conquer one another.” Globalization
has been the result, and it has produced notable achievements in economic
development and improved quality of life.
At the same time, Wolf notes, “those who did well out of globalization… paid far
too little attention to those who did not. They assumed that a rising tide lifts all
boats.”
But many of those whose boats did not rise feel left behind, leading to feelings
of increased isolation and detachment. At the state level, this can create the
urge for governments to wall themselves oﬀ to protect what they have. I see this
in the US, and we have seen this in the UK.
We all have to work hard to avoid these tendencies.
Perhaps the best way is through the kind of leadership that Shiv has shown in
creating SNU, a place where the vast majority of students receive scholarships,
and where the singular focus is on the academic excellence of those who want
to achieve. Consider the hope that this creates. And think of the future
contributions that could come about if this was done on an even larger scale.
The third challenge I want to address is climate change.

the Middle East and Africa, which included operations in 124 diﬀerent
countries. Early on I told my team: “You talk all day long about what makes
you diﬀerent. Yet 95 percent of what we are doing is exactly the same.
Let’s spend time focusing on what we have in common.”

When we recognize the common elements of our
humanity, we can progress together. We can meet the
challenges of today and tomorrow. What it takes is
empathy -- the ability to appreciate what others may be
facing, and what we may even have in common.
It also takes ideas. Ideas that are born of a new
generation that has received a values-driven education,
has been trained to think digitally, and has a global
outlook.
And most of all, it takes leadership. The willingness to
answer the challenges ahead. To gather people in
support of positive change. To stand for something, and
to act on those deeply held beliefs.

The combination of rapidly proliferating technology and expanding global
trade has brought about positive and exciting changes. It is also having an
unprecedented impact on our shared environment.

All of this raises existential questions about our future:
Can current models of economic growth be sustained without doing
catastrophic damage to our environment?
Can we ﬁnd ways to create a world in which people can be assured of the
basics, such as clean water, clear air and a livable climate?
Thomas Friedman quotes scientists who say that “when it comes to climate
change, we need to manage what is unavoidable and avoid what is
unmanageable.”
Meeting this challenge requires that we take collective action globally to
mitigate climate change where we can. It is also leading to the creation of new
innovations, especially in areas like sustainable energy.
Advances in solar and wind technologies are opening up new possibilities for
entrepreneurs and existing companies alike. And even established
organizations, like BMW -- last year’s most sustainable global company -- are
pushing themselves to create cleaner ways of producing vehicles that are
themselves more energy eﬃcient than ever.

Empathy, Ideas and Leadership
In every challenge there are opportunities. Seizing those opportunities
requires that you prepare.
You will ﬁnd that your SNU degree oﬀers you an elevated level of preparation.
And it doesn’t matter whether your background is science or your background
is math, or business, or humanities or the arts. The world is calling out for your
generation to tackle these substantial events, and embrace these substantial
opportunities, in ways that have never before been attempted.
I said earlier that as graduates you are uniquely qualiﬁed for what’s in front of
you. Why? Well, I know three things about you:
First, you are graduating from an institution whose mission (as I said earlier)
is to prepare you for the challenges of globally responsible and ethical
leadership in the 21st Century. SNU’s values call out “freedom of inquiry,”
“respect for the diversity of people and ideas,” “environmental
consciousness and sustainability,” and “commitment to social justice and
public service.” Trust me, these values will serve you well.
Second, as digital natives you live your lives at the speed of change. Where
my generation might be intimidated by the idea of going from 0 to 100
kilometers per hour in 5 seconds all the time, to you it’s just another day!
And ﬁnally, you have been raised to consider the possibility of multiple
career paths, and it is likely that you will have several “careers” in your
lifetime. They will provide you with a multitude of ways to contribute to our
global society, and for the responsibility that goes along with that
opportunity. Our world will beneﬁt from your contributions.

In the era of globalization, that may be even truer. Beyond the superﬁcial,
there are few fundamental diﬀerences between us. We all want to improve
our lives, and the lives of our children. We want to be respected for our
thoughts and ideas. We want to better ourselves and grow. And we want to
be treated with respect.
When we recognize the common elements of our humanity, we can
progress together. We can meet the challenges of today and tomorrow.
What it takes is empathy -- the ability to appreciate what others may be
facing, and what we may even have in common.
It also takes ideas. Ideas that are born of a new generation that has
received a values-driven education, has been trained to think digitally, and
has a global outlook.
And most of all, it takes leadership. The willingness to answer the
challenges ahead. To gather people in support of positive change. To
stand for something, and to act on those deeply held beliefs.
Every generation since the Industrial Age has been presented with its own
unique challenges and opportunities. And despite some of the
complexities in the world today, your generation is no diﬀerent.
But I am here to tell you that we believe passionately in your ability to
answer the call.
You have overcome many obstacles just to get to where you are today. You
are well-prepared to deal with the challenges that are in front of you.
I urge you to to embrace today’s challenges with vigor, and to take full
advantage of the signiﬁcant opportunities they present.
I want to thank Shiv and the leadership of SNU for giving me the
opportunity to visit the University and to speak with you all today.
I congratulate the family and friends of our graduates for contributing to
the achievements we are recognizing at this ceremony.

How will you put these advantages to work? I have three words for you:
Empathy, ideas and leadership.

And to the graduates themselves, I oﬀer my best wishes and heartfelt
congratulations on your achievements. The world looks forward to
welcoming you as its next generation of leaders.

At one time I served as the general manager for IBM’s business in Europe,

Thank you.
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Accolades
Shiv Nadar University To Host Atal Incubation Centre
Shiv Nadar University has been selected by Niti Aayog to host an Atal
Incubation Centre. Niti Aayog had received a total 1719 academic and 1939
non-academic applications for the grant out of which 10 institutions were
selected from across the country after a four-stage evaluation process. Shiv
Nadar University had submitted its application for the grant in the focus
areas of 'Health & Pharmaceuticals', complemented by 'New Materials
including Nano Materials' and 'Education', and has been recommended a
generous funding to cover the capital and operational expenditures in
running the Centre.
The Incubation Centre will serve as an active knowledge and resource
catalyst for the development of promising entrepreneurs and to incubate
and accelerate their early stage organizations from ideation to marketplace success. The University involvement will
ensure the right kind of advice and insight for its success. The Incubation Centre will be a start-up hub oﬀering expert
mentorship, infrastructure of co-working spaces, and full-spectrum business resources including hiring assistance, legal
assistance and seed money.
The Government of India setup the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) under NITI Aayog in 2016 with the overarching purpose of
promoting a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship in the country. This was done to address the need to create highclass incubation facilities across various parts of India with suitable physical infrastructure in terms of capital equipment and
operating facilities, coupled with the availability of sectoral experts for mentoring the start-ups. The identiﬁed sectors
included manufacturing, transport, energy, health, education, agriculture, water and sanitation etc.

Dr. Gouriprasanna Roy, Assistant
Professor, Department of Chemistry
was invited to deliver a lecture at the
'Nurture Program' organized by Jagadis
Bose National Science Talent Search
(JBNSTS), Kolkata on 6 June 2017 to
motivate talented Class twelfth
students from Science stream towards
research. JBNSTS is an autonomous
institution under Department of Higher
Education, Science & Technology and
Biotechnology, Govt. of West Bengal
that aims to motivate, identify and
nurture talented students towards
pursuit of excellence.

Dr. Shailja Singh, Visiting Professor
(Honorary), Department of Life
Sciences; and Ms. Deepika Kannan,
Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Life
Sciences along with scientists from
CSIR-Central Salt and Marine
Chemicals Research Institute (CSMCRI)
at Bhavnagar, Gujarat have come up
with a new combination of polymers
that can be used as a hydrogel to make
the process of wound healing faster.
The results of the study were published
in the internationally renowned science
journal Materials Chemistry B by UK’s
Royal Society.

Ms. Vrishali Purandare (Class of 2016),
an MFA alumna was among the ﬁve
recent art graduates, who were
handpicked by the eminent jury of Khoj
Studios' for its pioneering Peers
program. The completion of the fourweek residency program was marked by
the ‘Peers Emerging Artists Show 2017’
that displayed artworks created over a
period of four-week by the (chosen) ﬁve
emerging artists. Presented by Khoj
International Artists' Association, the
show was on display from 22-25 June
Picture Credit: Platform Magazine 2017 at Khoj Studios in Khirki Extn.

Dr. Pradeep Kumar Sundarraj
(Class of 2018), the ﬁrst doctoral
student to complete his Ph.D. from
School of Engineering has received the
coveted DAAD (German Academic
Exchange Service) scholarship and is
currently in Germany to serve his two
years long stint at the German
Aerospace Center (DLR), Institute of
Solar Research, Köln. He is pursuing his
post doctoral research on Solar
Research - Solar Materials Conversion "Development and validation of solar
reactors for metal oxide reduction and
fuel production from water and carbon
dioxide".
Anav Aggarwal (Class of
2020) represented Delhi
at the 'Gymkhana Classic
Championship 2017, Delhi'
- a national level
tournament in the Men's
(senior) category.
Organized by the Squash
Association of Delhi, the
squash championship was
held at Delhi Gymkhana
Club (No. 2), Safdarjung
Road, Delhi on 20-25 April
2017.
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Highlights
International Collaborations
Shiv Nadar University signs MoU with University of Bologna
Shiv Nadar University has joined hands with the world's oldest
living university (established in 1088 AD) - University of Bologna,
to promote cooperation in the ﬁeld of research and teaching and
to encourage artistic and cultural projects of mutual interest. The
School of Humanities and Social Sciences of Shiv Nadar
University recently signed an agreement of cooperation with the
Department of History and Cultures - DiSCi of the University of
Bologna. The cooperation between the two Departments/Schools
may include (a) the conduct of research projects of mutual
interest; (b) exchange visits of faculty members and researchers in
order to carry out research and consultations and to encourage
the training of scientiﬁc personnel; (c) the organization of joint
seminars, symposia and discussions on topics of common
interest; and (d) the exchange of students of all cycles, including
doctoral.
Shiv Nadar University signs MoU with Ontario India Exchange
Shiv Nadar University has signed an MoU with Ontario India
Exchange - a program funded by the Ministry of Universities and
Colleges in Ontario, Canada with the parent organization running
the program as Ontario Universities International (OUI). All
Canadian students selected for the program are given
scholarships by their Government to go to partner institutes in
Germany, France, China and India. The exchange students from
partner institutes going to Canadian institutes are also supported
by the Canadian Government with a stipend of around CAD
$2,000 and they are not required to pay the tuition fee to the host
institution. The only diﬀerence is that the Canadian students are
free to choose a semester abroad, research or internship
component whereas the Indian students can choose only the
semester abroad option.

New Programs
M.Sc. in Water Science and Policy

Master of Design

Shiv Nadar University has announced the launch of a 2-year
multidisciplinary postgraduate (M.Sc.) program in Water Science
and Policy from 1 August 2017. The program aims to create a critical
mass of water professionals with a historically and socially
contextualized, multidisciplinary perspective and understanding of
water, who can help carry forward India’s on-going paradigm shift
in water management.
The program has been built on a modular structure, ﬂexible
enough to allow stakeholders from the government, civil society,
industry and others to opt for selective courses from within the
program. The modular structure of the program allows diﬀerent
stakeholders to choose from these multiple options: 2-Year M.Sc. in
Water Science and Policy; 1-Year Post Graduate Diploma in Water
Science and Policy; and 4-Week Certiﬁcate Program in Water
Science and Policy.
The program will potentially open up several employment options
in government, academia, the corporate sector, national and
international development agencies and leading civil society
organizations.

Department of Design at School of Humanities and Social
Sciences has launched its two-year (four semesters) program Master of Design (M.Des.) starting with academic year 2017-18.
Envisioned with the philosophy of Liberal Design Education,
M.Des. is conceptualized with the objective of nurturing design
thinking, and innovation among students in a liberal,
multidisciplinary, research centric environment. The Program
oﬀers an experiential based learning, facilitating the ‘concept to
function’ transition. The program aims to prepare students for
the problems, needs and issues relevant to 21st Century Indian
society and acquaint them with required knowledge, skills, and
leadership qualities.
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In Focus
Shiv Nadar University is fully-focused to pave the path of an academic research-based legacy.
The hard work and dedicated drive is getting its due rewards and recognitions, making the way
forward extremely promising. This section includes the details of Approved Projects for Funding
(April - June 2017)

Research Grants and Projects

1 New Project | 59 Active Projects
School of Engineering
Department of Machanical Engineering
Dr. Santanu Mitra
Project Title: Design and Development of Bio-inspired Unmanned Underwater Vehicle
Funding Agency: NRB Marine Systems Panel, DRDO
Budget: ` 18.4 lakh (Tentative)
Duration: 2 years

08

Musings
The Oracle
Oracles and symbols of the future bizarre
Seventy-eight cards and a desire to ascend
A sword, a wand, a cup and a star
Travelling around the world so far
Telling the story of the beginning and end
Oracles and symbols of the future bizarre
The fool starts oﬀ with his tune bizarre
Then the royalty with their unique blend
A sword, a wand, a cup and a star
Breeze in the sun, the moon and the star
Guidance and answers they extend
Oracles and symbols of the future bizarre
Slowly slips in the dark czar
Controlling those who live and transcend
A sword, a wand, a cup and a star
Fifty-four minors there they are
Representing life’s situations we comprehend
Oracles and symbols of the future bizarre
A sword, a wand, a cup and a star

Lakshmi Ravi (Class of 2018)
B.A. (Research) in History

Recipe For a Poem
In an empty head,
bring 2 cups of emotions to boil.
Add an inspiration and mix well.
(If inspiration is not there,
a muse will work well too)
Cook till words emerge
in equal ration with the gooey emotion.
Rinse in cold water with reason
and set aside to cool oﬀ.
Heat the theme in a pan and
add half a cup of metaphors
till the theme begins to sizzle.
Add a couple of similes gently
so they start smiling back at you
Add some images to paint a picture.
Stir well and fry for a minute.
Add some last-minute alliteration,
for extra awe.
Add the words and emotions to the pan.
Mash reason in and toss well.
If using rhyme, add it now.
Garnish with anecdotes and memories,
swad anusaar.
Put in small sentences
(roughly half of a prose sentence)
Serve on a paper
and subvert the ordinary
as only a poem can.

Shubhangi Verma (Class of 2019)
B.A. (Research) in English

09

Campus Buzz
1-2 April 2017

4 April 2017

Carnival 2017

The Freewheeler Launch

The Student Council of Shiv Nadar University in
collaboration with various clubs and societies
organized its ﬁrst ever Techno-Cultural-Sports
Carnival 2017. With events ranging from foosball,
trampoline volleyball and live performances on
one end, to an extensive range of food stalls on
the other, the two day festival turned out to be a
fun-ﬁlled extravaganza.

Department of English launched the fourth
issue of its student literary magazine - The
Freewheeler. The event kicked oﬀ with an
Address by Prof. Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice
Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University and was
followed by student readings and an eclectic
discussion between the writers and the
audience. Prof. Sambudha Sen, Head of
Department of English; Associate Prof. &
Faculty Advisor of The Freewheeler - Dr.
Vikram Kapur; and editor of the magazine Neha Mishra (Class of 2017), M.A. in English
student at Shiv Nadar University were also
present at the launch.

5 April 2017
Lawn Tennis Coaching Camp

4-6 April 2017

The Lawn Tennis Coaching Camp organized
by Shiv Nadar University and Mahesh Bhupathi
Tennis Academy (MBTA) between 22 March
and 5 April 2017 concluded at the campus.
The closing ceremony was attended by Mr.
Rajiv Swarup, President, Shiv Nadar University,
who awarded Certiﬁcates of Participation to all
12 participants, and delivered the closing
remarks.

Workshop on ‘Order/Disorder: Self and
Society'
Shiv Nadar University and The University of
Warwick organized a joint workshop on
'Order/Disorder: Self and Society'. Attended by
scholars and academicians from both the
Universities, the three days long workshop
engaged the participants with thought
provoking dialogue and issues of social
importance.

6 April 2017

6 April 2017

Play by The Shakespeare Society

Talk by Mr. Dananjaya Hettiarachchi

The Shakespeare Society at Shiv Nadar
University put forth an engaging theatrical
performance "Pound of Flesh" - a retelling of
Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice. Directed,
adapted and produced by students Simran
Handa (Class of 2018) and Girish Kumar (Class
of 2018), the play tells the story of a Nazi
merchant, Antonio, and his deal with Shylock,
the Jewish moneylender.

Dean of Students' Welfare Oﬃce organized a
talk by Mr. Dananjaya Hettiarachchi, Winner of
the World Championship of Public Speaking by
Toastmasters International in 2014. He was
speaking on ‘Bring out the Champ in you’. "It's
the small things that make huge diﬀerence,"
said Mr. Hettiarachchi. His riveting talk focused
on important public speaking techniques and
had important life lessons for students.

8 April 2017
Thinking Social Seminar
School of Management and Entrepreneurship
hosted a seminar on ‘Thinking Social Connecting Youth to Social Enterprise’. The
session was part of the Tata Social Enterprise
Challenge, a joint initiative by the TATA group
and IIM Calcutta. A technical session was held
by Prof. C. D. Mitra, IIM Calcutta on ‘Creating a
Social Entrepreneurship Ecosystem’ during the
seminar. Addressing the gathering Prof. Mitra
said, ‘It’s very encouraging to see that there is
increasing interest in the area of Social
Enterprise, but no amount of work is enough in
this area’. The day-long seminar hosted
entrepreneurs who shared their Social
Entrepreneurship journey with the participants.

8-9 April 2017
Cube Solving Tournament
The Mathematics Society and SNUbik's - the cubing club of Shiv Nadar University organized
the Cube Solving Tournament, SNU OPEN 2017. Aﬃliated to the World Cube Association and
sponsored by Cubelelo - an online store for cubes and puzzles, SNU Open 2017 saw
participants ﬁghting it out at 12 diﬀerent cubing games including speed solving cube, cube with
one hand, and with a blindfold to win exciting prizes.
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Seminar on 'Technological Development,
Professional Ethics and Modern Life’
IIChE Student Chapter, Student Society - H2O,
and Department of Chemical Engineering at
Shiv Nadar University organized a seminar on
'Technological Development, Professional
Ethics and Modern Life'. Dr. S.N. Chakravarty, a
Rubber Industry Consultant; and Prof. A.K.
Gupta, IIT Delhi (Retd.) were among the
speakers. Dr. Chakravarty gave an intriguing
analysis of diﬀerence between invention and
innovation and its importance in improving the
quality of life. He also discussed the
requirements to make any innovation a viable
success. Prof. A.K. Gupta led the discussion
further as he spoke about various aspects of
professional ethics and their relevance in
today's world and society.

8 April 2017

11 April 2017

IGNITE 2017

Talk by Dr. Quentin Devers

TEDx Club at Shiv Nadar University organized
its ﬁrst ever student conference IGNITE 2017
on 8 April 2017. The Conference included talks
and performances by students on their ideas,
experiences, learning from experiences.

Department of History organized a talk by Dr.
Quentin Devers, researcher, French National
Centre for Scientiﬁc Research on 'A History of
Ladakh through its Archaeological Remains'.
The talk was part of the Early Career Research
Scholars' Colloquium organized by the
Department. The early source of information to
determine the history of Ladakh has been
through various archeological ﬁndings only. It
is after 17th century, the documentation and
written evidences of the region's history are
found, according to Dr. Devers, who has been
conducting extensive ﬁeldwork in Ladakh since
2009.

13 April 2017
Talk by Dr. Townsend Middleton

13 April 2017

Department of Sociology organized a talk by
Dr. Townsend Middleton, Assistant Professor of
Anthropology, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill on 'The Afterlives of a Killing:
Toward an Anthropology of Assassination'. The
talk examined how assassinations and public
killings animate political life in South Asia.
Setting out in pursuit of these afterlives of a
killing, the talk interrogated assassination on
the registers of Event, Aesthetics, Sequencing,
Forensics, Juridics, Utility, and Temporality.

14-16 April 2017
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IRTIQA 2017
IMPRINTS - the Dramatics Society of Shiv
Nadar University organized its intra drama
festival ‘IRTIQA’. Three teams from the society
namely – Chaplins, Mashaal and Udant put-up
a riveting show to compete for winner's title
during the three-day fête. Team Mashaal was
announced winner on the third day as they
battled it out at three diﬀerent events (each
day) to ﬁnally win the title.

Talk by Dr. Prabir Patra
Department of Mechanical Engineering
organized a talk by Dr. Prabir Patra, Professor
and Founding Chair, Department of Biomedical
Engineering, University of Bridgeport, USA on
'Academic and Career Opportunities in the
Field of Biomedical Engineering'. New research
areas like tissue engineering, wireless
communications in cells, biosensing,
biorobotics, and biosignaling has put forward
various opportunities in front of engineers, who
can make their career in the ﬁeld of Biomedical
Engineering, said Dr. Patra.

18 April 2017
Talk by Ms. Anjolie Ela Menon
The SPICMACAY Shiv Nadar University
Chapter in association with Cultural Committee
hosted Padma Shree Anjolie Ela Menon, one
of India's leading contemporary artists for a
talk on ‘Contemporary Art’. A well-known
muralist, Ms. Menon shared her life
experiences and nitty-gritties of contemporary
art with the audience during her talk.

19 April 2017
Sarangi Recital by Maestro Kamal Sabri
and Group
15 April 2017 Admissions Information Session
Admissions and Marketing Department organized the year's ﬁrst on-campus information session.
The session was attended by prospective students and their parents. Apart from interacting with
current students and getting their queries answered from the Admissions team, prospective
students were given a campus tour as well. The University's Admissions team has been traveling
across India to meet prospective students.

The SPICMACAY Shiv Nadar University
Chapter in association with Cultural Committee
hosted Sarangi Maestro Kamal Sabri and group
for a Sarangi Recital performance at the
campus. The riveting performance by the
group enthralled the audience.
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20 April 2017

Talk by Dr. Salma Siddique

Talk by Prof. Roma Chatterjee

Department of History, as part of its Early
Career Research Scholars' Colloquium,
organized a talk by Dr. Salma Siddique to
deliver a talk on 'Feminine Abandon and the
Abducted Woman in Post-Partition Shorey
Comedies'. Dr. Siddique, a trained ﬁlm
practitioner, completed her doctoral thesis on
'Between Bombay and Lahore: A partition
history of cinema in South Asia' at University of
Westminster, London in 2015. Discussing the
life and performance of actress Meena Shorey
in romantic comedies that her (refugee)
husband Roop Shorey made, Dr. Siddique
explored the early cinematic responses to
gendered trauma of partition.

Department of Sociology organized a talk by Prof.
Roma Chatterjee, Department of Sociology,
University of Delhi on 'Myths, Similes and Memory
Traces: Images of Abduction in the Ramayana
Universe'. Her talk focused on various popular old
tales, some mythological and some folk, and their
ability to spread through the means of vibrant
storytelling.

13 May 2017
Convocation Ceremony 2017

9-10 May 2017
OUR Conference

28-29 April 2017
Workshop on Water Science and Policy
Program
The Center for Public Aﬀairs and Critical Theory
and School of Humanities and Social Sciences
organized an Inception Workshop for the
Postgraduate M.Sc. Program in Water Science
and Policy (WSP). “Indian Prime Minister has
made a strong pitch for improving the quality of
water education in India, the WSP Program can
also be seen as our response to the PM's call
for action,” said Dr. Mihir Shah, Distinguished
Visiting Professor, Shiv Nadar University during
the inaugural session. The two days long
workshop hosted academicians, bureaucrats
and experts for an in-depth discussion on the
Program. The ﬁrst day of the workshop was
conducted at Shiv Nadar University, and the
second day resumed at New Delhi based India
International Centre. On the second day, the
Keynote Address for the workshop was
delivered by Shri Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary,
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation; and
the Presidential Address was given by Dr.
Amarjit Singh, Secretary, Ministry of Water
Resources.

Shiv Nadar University celebrated its third
Convocation Ceremony. Mr. Mike Lawrie,
Chairman, President and CEO, DXC
Technology was the Chief Guest and
addressed the gathering. The Convocation
was also attended by Mr. Shiv Nadar, Founder
and Chairman, HCL and Shiv Nadar
Foundation, SNU faculty members, students
and parents.

Shiv Nadar University organized its third
Opportunities for Undergraduate Research
(OUR) Conference at the campus. OUR is a
unique program that gives undergraduates a
hands-on experience in conducting research
and doing independent work under faculty
supervision. The OUR participants (2016-17)
presented results of their research in the OUR
conference. Some of the research projects
presented by students include Predictability of
IPO stock prices, Feasibility of High Rise
Building in Indian Metropolitan Cities, Microbial
Concrete: a Sustainable Approach for Green
Habitat, Surveillance Swarm Robot System,
Origami Inspired Engineering Foldable Cycle,
and Digital Payments: Current Scenario and
Way Ahead.

4-11 June 2017
68th Junior National Basketball
Championship

23 May 2017
First Doctoral Defense at School of
Engineering
Dr. Pradeep Kumar Sundarraj became the ﬁrst
doctoral student of School of Engineering to
present the oral defense for his thesis. Dr.
Sundarraj, a Ph.D. candidate at Department of
Mechanical Engineering, presented his work in
front of faculty and external examiners. His
research on Hybrid solar thermoelectric
generators has resulted in a system which
considerably increases the overall eﬃciency
(both heat and electricity) of the generator.

30 April 2017 MFA Final Year Display
The graduating MFA students (Class of 2017) from the Department of Art, Design and Performing
Arts displayed their artwork at the Kiran Nadar Museum of Art, Sector 126, Noida from 30 April to
10 May 2017.

Shiv Nadar University hosted the 68th Junior
National Basketball Championship at its
campus from 4 June to 11 June 2017. The
tournament was oﬃcially inaugurated by Dr.
Mahesh Sharma, the Union Minister of State
for Tourism & Culture, Government of India at
the University Indoor Sports Complex. A Total
of 49 teams (Boys and Girls) from 25 States of
India participated in the championship, which
was organized by UP Basketball Association
under the aegis of Basketball Federation of
India.

21 June 2017
International Yoga Day
The Dean of Students’ Welfare Oﬃce
organized an hour long Yoga session to
celebrate the International Yoga Day at the
campus. Students, faculty, and staﬀ came
together early morning to exercise, sweat,
stretch & meditate during the session that was
led by Mr. Nishant Mishra, Assistant Dean of
Student Welfare, Shiv Nadar University.
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Flora-Fauna
Prickly Chaff Flower
Achyranthes aspera is an important Ayurvedic herb belonging to
the family Amaranthaceae. The plant, commonly known as Prickly
Chaﬀ Flower or Devil's Horsewhip, is called Chirchita or Latjeera
in Hindi and Apamarga in Sanskrit. It grows wild along the
roadsides, railway lines, and in wastelands, and open and fallow
ﬁelds.
The plant is an erect, branched, 30-100 cm high, annual or
perennial herb with woody base. Leaves are 3-8 cm long, obovate
to elliptic or sub-orbicular, tomentose, shortly petiolate and
arranged in opposite-decussate manner. Flowers are very small,
about 4 mm long, numerous in axillary or terminal, 10-35 cm long
tomentose spikes. Perianth 5-partite, greenish-white with 5
stamens.
Traditionally, Achyranthes aspera has occupied a pivotal position
in Indian culture and folk medicine. In Ayurveda, the herb is
employed to prepare a special medicine called Kshara, which is
used extensively in surgical procedures to treat ﬁstula and as oral medicine for obesity, tumors, etc. The plant is known for its mood
enhancing eﬀects and is used to treat depression and forms of anxiety. Plant is useful in cough, asthma, bronchitis, dyspepsia,
ﬂatulence, colic, painful inﬂammation, dropsy, opthalmopathy, vomiting, leprosy, skin diseases, pruritus, helminthiasis, strangury, renal
and vesical calculi, cardiac disorders, anaemia and general debility. Root paste prepared with water is used as an anjan (eye salve) in
opacities of the cornea. In Uttar Pradesh, the plant is used for a great many medicinal purposes, especially in obstetrics and
gynecology, including abortion, induction of labor, and cessation of postpartum bleeding. In Rajasthan, the plant is used in tooth ache
and snake bites.

White-Throated Kingﬁsher
The white-throated kingﬁsher (Halcyon smyrnensis) also known as
the white-breasted kingﬁsher is a tree kingﬁsher, widely distributed
in Asia. This kingﬁsher is a resident over much of its range,
although some populations may make short distance movements.
It can often be found well away from water where it feeds on a
wide range of prey that includes small reptiles, amphibians, crabs,
small rodents and even birds.
This is a large kingﬁsher, 27-28 cm in length. The adult has a bright
blue back, wings and tail. Its head, shoulders, ﬂanks and lower
belly are chestnut, and the throat and breast are white. The large
bill and legs are bright red. The ﬂight of the white-throated
kingﬁsher is rapid and direct, the short rounded wings whirring.
Males and females look alike, but juveniles are a duller version of
the adult.
The call of this kingﬁsher is a chuckling chake-ake-ake-ake-ake.
They are particularly noisy in the breeding season. White-throated
kingﬁsher is a common species of a variety of habitats, mostly
open country in the plains (but has been seen at 7500 ft in the
Himalayas) with trees, wires or other perches. The range of the
species is expanding.
It perches conspicuously on wires or other exposed perches within
its territory, and is a frequent sight in south Asia. This species
mainly hunts large crustaceans, insects, earthworms, rodents,
snakes, ﬁsh and frogs.
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In Conversation
In Conversation with
Prof. Rajeswari S. Raina

Prof. Rajeswari S. Raina from the newly
established Department of International
Relations and Governance Studies (IRGS) at
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
spoke to Whistling Teal about the reason and
objective behind establishing the IRGS
Department. Excerpts.

What is the objective behind establishing a new department
of International Relations and Governance Studies?
The newly formed Department of International Relations and
Governance Studies is a diverse mix of disciplines. International
Relations is one area of study in itself, and then Governance
Studies has a mixture of development studies, political science,
policy research, law and governance, which are often taught as
independent subjects. At Shiv Nadar University we are bringing
these areas together, putting them into an umbrella of
interdisciplinary capacities to understand globally connected
systems.

International Relations is one area of
study in itself, and then Governance
Studies has a mixture of development
studies, political science, policy
research, law and Governance, which
are often taught as independent
subjects. At Shiv Nadar University we
are bringing these areas together,
putting them into an umbrella of
interdisciplinary capacities to
understand globally connected systems.

There is a set of global changes that we are facing now. These
range from political, trade and security–defence and
environmental. Also, a major set of changes are happening in
“emerging Asia”; or rapidly changing Asia compared to the rest
of the world. The kind of impacts due to these global
environmental or monetary changes are far more intense and
have perhaps far more negative than positive impacts on our
population and all the nation states in the global South.

Can you please elaborate on the multidisciplinary
nature of the department?

We need to study these and ﬁnd out how we can govern or
manage the changes within the Asian states and in the
relationships between them. Let’s take India and China, for
instance. We still don’t have enough studies involving Chinese
and Indian scholars in a team. There is a need to rethink past
theories that prioritise economic growth over all other criteria of
well-being, there is a need to move outside the Eurocentric
framing of the India-China problem and look at the region from
not just Indo- or Sino-centric framing, but from the framework of
changing global and regional relationships, mutual
dependencies and sustainability. Changes in national politics,
economics, climate, or Carbon emissions within national
boundaries – all these issues have local as well as important
global dimensions. Thus, currently, the department’s mandate is
interdisciplinary studies of global dimensions of each of these
changes and transnational changes that are impacting us in
India and Asia.
Please note that we are a new and evolving Department.

The fact that we need a department of this sort points
towards the demand for multidisciplinary research. A lot of
things do not really sit comfortably within history,
economics, sociology or one of those mainstream
disciplines. Thus, the multidisciplinary research and
teaching in the Department of IRGS will focus on a realworld understanding of and solutions for complex global
and local changes. Questions of security and defence – a
part of the foreign policy, needs to go beyond
conventional defence research and include environmental,
food, health and water security, and climate resilience; and
we are looking forward to recruit faculty who would take up
the challenge. At this point we have Dr. Kaveri Gill, Dr.
Shekhar Singh, Dr. Atul Misra and me as faculty in the
Department; with expertise in knowledge politics, political
science and democracy, international relations,
development studies, institutional/heterodox economics,
geography, and science technology and society studies.
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There is a need to rethink past theories
that prioritise economic growth over all
other criteria of well-being, there is a
need to move outside the Euro-centric
framing of India-China problem and look
at the region from not just Indo- or Sinocentric framing, but from the framework
of changing global and regional
relationships, mutual dependencies and
sustainability.
Is the department currently working on any research
projects?
We are already hosting two research projects. One is a study,
which is a small study of 8 months duration is being done by me,
Dr. Sudeepto Bhattachrya (Department of Mathematics) and
Dr. Suchismita Tarafdar and Dr. Saptarshi Ghosh (Department of
Economics). The study sponsored by FES, Anand, is on
‘Operationalizing Socio-Ecological Approaches to Livelihood’.
We ﬁnish in November-December this year. The other one is a
research project that was sanctioned to me by the Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR); will be conducted in
partnership with NKCDS, Bhubaneswar and WASSAN,
Hyderabad, over two years. The study asks questions about the
theoretical understanding and nature of public policy that
promotes millets for nutrition security in predominantly rain fed
areas in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.
My colleagues in the Department are conducting research on
public health policy, waste, water, and sanitation policy, and also
on political philosophy, focusing on diﬀerent interpretations of
political philosophy in theory and democratic practice. There is
a forthcoming book titled “The Sovereign Lives of India and
Pakistan”, which traces the ideas and practices of sovereignty in
these countries, in the light of post-partition nationhood and
development.
It is a fairly new department. Will you be oﬀering any
courses for the undergraduate students in the coming
semester?
The Department is about 7 months old. We oﬀered two courses
in the previous semester.
There is a minor being launched this semester. It has some of
the key courses from our Department; - an introduction to
political thought, introduction to international relations, key
concepts and theories in economic development, and science
technology and development policy. We have listed eight
courses as UWE, of which students have to take six courses to
complete a full minor across 3 years.

leadership capacities, to pose real-world questions that
often fall outside of any single discipline and have global or
trans-national dimensions. The courses oﬀered will not
only equip the students to look at a local problem within a
global context but also look at some of the global
questions which will have an impact on various local
relationships i.e. society or environment or economics and
regional politics. For instance, the case of Karnataka and
Bangalore, which is a case of ‘globalized unaccountability’.
The city has experienced irresponsible growth of the IT
industry, which has been catering to a globally driven
agenda and has led to the highly unsustainable growth of
the city . The growth has amounted to a whole range of
issues of dying river beds, polluted lakes and
environmental justice that have developed with the city.
Our students will develop multi-disciplinary skills, to bring
several disciplines to sit together and (again not to do
independent study but to) bend each discipline to
conceptualise and analyse relevant complex questions.

The courses oﬀered will not only equip
the students to look at a local problem
within a global context but also look at
some of the global questions which will
have an impact on various local
relationships i.e. society or environment
or economics and regional politics.

How this can be done?
We will recruit more faculty members, and will also work
with various departments within SNU, national, regional
and global teams. We will deﬁnitely have a program with
Chinese scholars; we are also looking at a program with
Himalayan Universities, east Asian countries, central and
south Asian countries. We are discussing work with
research groups of BRICS nations, British and European
Universities, and industry committed to responsible
innovation. Our students will also get an exposure to how
these countries and the local governments and industry
are thinking, and managing their political, economic and
ecological changes.
Are you planning to launch specialized programs in
future?
Yes. By next year (August 2018), we will be oﬀering our
Department’s undergraduate, M.A. and Ph.D. programs.
We will oﬀer all three of them.

How these courses will equip the students?
The purpose for setting up this department as I said was
multidisciplinary research, and also to develop academic and

15

Campus Beat
Shiv Nadar University celebrates its 3rd Convocation Ceremony : 13 May 2017

Shiv Nadar University celebrated its third Convocation ceremony on 13 May 2017. Along with the graduation of its largest
undergraduate batch yet, the convocation also marked the passing out of the University's ﬁrst two doctoral students. A total of 440
students received their Doctoral, Master's and Bachelor's degrees from various streams including Engineering, Natural Sciences,
Humanities & Social Sciences, Business and Arts during the ceremony.
Mr. Arpan Mangal, B.Tech. in Computer Science and Engineering, was awarded the Gold Medal for securing rank 1 in the University
order of merit by Dr. S N Balakrishnan, Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University. The (two) Silver Medals were awarded to Ms. A. Tejaswi
Roy, B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineering and Mr. Tarun Reddy Tummuru, B.Sc. (Research) in Physics for securing rank 2 in the
University order of merit.
Shiv Nadar University also conferred Honorary Doctorate on Dr. Jagdish Sheth, a renowned scholar and internationally recognized
thought leader and one of the foremost authorities in the world on marketing and consumer behavior.
Mr. Mike Lawrie, Chairman, President and CEO, DXC Technology was the Chief Guest and addressed the gathering. Mr. Lawrie
congratulated the fresh graduates on their success. He also recognized the University's eﬀorts in bringing new approaches to
learning by inculcating the spirit of innovation as a fundamental approach to teaching. The Convocation was also attended by Mr.
Shiv Nadar, Founder and Chairman, HCL and Shiv Nadar Foundation, SNU faculty members, students and parents.
Carnival 2017 : 1-2 April 2017
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Campus Beat
Play: Pound of Flesh by The Shakespeare Society : 8 April 2017

IRTIQA 2017 by Imprints: The Dramatics Society : 14-16 April 2017

Sarangi Recital by Maestro Kamal Sabri and Group by SPIC MACAY
Shiv Nadar University Chapter : 18 April 2017

Students’ Farewell: Graduating Class of 2017 : 23 April 2017

International Yoga Day : 21 June 2017
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Publications

Faculty Publications and Scholarly Activities
(April - June, 2017)

2

43

10

22

9

Books and
Book Chapters

Journal Articles
Published

Journal Articles
Accepted

Conference Papers &
Presentation

Invited Lectures &
Talks

BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS
School of Natural Sciences
School of Engineering
Department
of Physics

Dr. Bijan Kumar Bagchi
Book: Advanced Classical Mechanics; Bijan Kumar Bagchi; CRC Press

School of Humanities and Social Sciences
Department of International Relations and Governance Studies
Dr. Kaveri Gill
Book Chapter
The Land Question in India Today: State, Dispossession, and Going Beyond Capitalist Transition in The Adivasi Land Question in the Neoliberal
Era. In D’Çosta, A. P. and Chakraborty, A. (eds.); Bhattacharya R., Bhattacharya S., and Gill K.; Oxford University Press

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS
School of Engineering
Department of Mechanical Engineering
Dr. Dipak Maity

Dr. Harpreet Singh Arora

K. Ganeshlenin, A. Sudame, D. Maity; “ATA and TA Coated
Superparamagnetic Iron Oxide Nanoparticles: Promising Candidates
for Magnetic Hyperthermia Therapy”; Advanced Materials Letters

Santanu Das, Harpreet Singh Arora, Sundeep Mukherjee; “Metallic
Glass Nano-composite Thin Films for High-performance Functional
Applications”; The Journal of Minerals, Metals & Materials Society

Dr. Arvind Rajkumar Rajput

Harpreet Singh Grewal, R.M. Sanjiv, Harpreet Singh Arora, Ram
Arvind K. Rajput, Saurabh K. Yadav, Satish C. Sharma; “Eﬀect of Kumar, A. Aayagari, Sundeep Mukherjee, H. Singh; “High Activation
geometrical irregularities on the performance of a misaligned hybrid Energy and Oxidation Resistance of Al0.1CoCrFeNi High Entropy
journal bearing compensated with membrane restrictor”; Tribology Alloy”; Advanced Engineering Materials
International
Karthikeyan Selvam, Aditya Prakash, Harpreet Singh Grewal,
Saurabh K. Yadav, Arvind K. Rajput, Nathi Ram, Satish C. Sharma; “A Harpreet Singh Arora; “Structural Reﬁnement in Austenitic Stainless
direct numerical approach to compute nonlinear Rotordynamic Steel by Submerged Friction Stir Processing”; Material Chemistry and
coeﬃcient of non-circular gas journal Bearing”; Journal of Engineering Physics
Tribology
Ayyagari Aditya, H. Felix Wu, Harpreet Singh Arora, Sundeep
Nathi Ram, Satish C. Sharma, Arvind K. Rajput; “Compensated Hole- Mukherjee; “Amorphous Metallic Alloys: Pathways for Enhanced Wear
Entry Hybrid Journal Bearing by CFV Restrictor under Micropolar and Corrosion Resistance”; The Journal of Minerals, Metals &
Materials Society
Lubricants”; Journal of Mechanical Engineering

Dr. Harpreet Singh Grewal
H.S. Grewal, R.M. Sanjiv, H.S. Arora, Ram Kumar, A. Ayyagari, Sundeep
Mukerjee, H. Singh; “Activation Energy and High Temperature
Oxidation Behavior of Multi-Principal Element Alloy”; Advanced
Engineering Materials
K. Selvam, A. Ayyagari, H.S. Grewal, S. Mukherjee, H.S. Arora;
“Enhancing the Erosion-Corrosion Resistance of Steel through Friction
Stir Processing”; Wear
Prashant Pendyala, Hong Nam Kim, H.S. Grewal, Il-Joo Cho, Eui-Sung
Yoon; “Eﬀect of capillary forces on the correlation between nanoscale
adhesion and friction of polymer patterned surfaces”; Tribology
International
Karthikeyan Selvam, A. Prakash, H.S. Grewal, H.S. Arora; “Structural
Reﬁnement in Austenitic Stainless Steel by Submerged Friction Stir
Processing”; Materials Chemistry and Physics

Department of of Computer Science Engineering
Dr. Anirban Mondal
Nilesh Padhariya, Anirban Mondal, Sanjay Madria, Masaru
Kitsuregawa; “Economic Incentive Schemes for Improving Availability
of Rare Data in Mobile-P2P Networks”; International Journal of
Next-Generation Computing

Karthikeyan Selvam, Aditya Ayyagiri, Harpreet Singh Grewal,
Sundeep Mukherjee, Harpreet Singh Arora; “The Erosion Corrosion
Resistance of Steel through Friction Stir Processing”; Wear

Department of Civil Engineering
Dr. Sailesh Behera
J-S Xu, M-X Xu, C Snape, J He, S.N. Behera, H-H Xu, D-S Ji, C-J Wang,
H Yu, H Xiao, Y-J Jiang, B Qi, R-G Du; “Temporal and spatial variation in
major ion chemistry and source identiﬁcation of inorganic aerosols in
northern Zhejiang Province, China”; Chemosphere
B.R. Parida, S.N. Behera, B. Oinam, A.C. Pandey, N. Singh; “Evaluation
of satellite-derived Rainfall Estimates for an Extreme Rainfall Event
over Uttarakhand, Western Himalayas”; Hydrology

Dr. Dinesh Mohan
Pandey G., Rao K.R., Mohan D.; “Modelling vehicular interactions for
heterogeneous traﬃc ﬂow using cellular automata with position
preference”; Journal of Modern Transportation
Nambiar D., Razzak J., Afsana K., Adams A.M., Hasan A., Mohan D., et
al.; “Mental illness and injuries: emerging health challenges of
urbanisation in South Asia”; British Medical Journal
Mohan D., Bangdiwala S.I., Villaveces A.; “Urban street structure and
traﬃc safety”; Journal of Safety Research
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Publications
School of Natural Sciences
Department of Chemistry

Department of Mathematics

Dr. N. Sukumar and Dr. Bani Kanta Sarma

Dr. Priyanka Grover

Abdur Rahim, Pinaki Saha, Kunal Kumar Jha, Nagamani Sukumar,
Bani Kanta Sarma; “Reciprocal carbonyl–carbonyl interactions in
small molecules and proteins; Nature Communications

P.Grover, P. Mishra; “Perturbation bounds for Mostow’s decomposition
and the bipolar decomposition”; Linear Algebra and its Applications

Dr. Subhabrata Sen
Suresh Poudapally, Shankar Battu, Loka Reddy Velatooru, Murali
Satyanarayana Bethu, Janapala Venkateswara Rao, Somesh
Sharma, Subhabrata Sen,Narender Pottabathini, Vijaya Bhaskara
Reddy Iska, Vidya Katangoor; “Synthesis and Biological
Evaluation of Novel Quinazoline-Sulfonamides as Anti-Cancer
Agents”; Bioorganic and Medicinal Chemistry Letters

Dr. Gouriprasanna Roy
Mainak Banerjee, Ramesh Karri, Ashish Chalana, Ranajit Das,
Rakesh Kumar Rai, Kuber Singh Rawat, Biswarup Pathak, and
Gouriprasanna Roy; “Protection of Endogenous Thiols against
Methylmercury with Benzimidazole-Based Thione by Unusual
Ligand-Exchange Reactions”; Chemistry A European Journal

Dr. Lal Mohan Saha
Neha Kumra and L.M. Saha; “Complexity Studies in Some Piecewise
Continuous Dynamical Systems”; Mathematical Journal of
Interdisciplinary Sciences
Mridula Budhraja, Keerti Jain Behera and L.M. Saha; “Stabilizing
unstable ﬁxed point and chaos control in a prey-predator model with
random shock”; Ind. J, Industrial and Appl, Math
L.M. Saha and Shambhabi Bhatt; “Complexity studies and measures in
Holling system of type II with stochasticity”; Ind. J. Industrial and Appl.
Math

Department of Life Sciences

Dr. Parthapratim Munshi

Dr. Deepak Sehgal

E. Sangtani, S. Mandal, A.S. Sreelakshmi, P. Munshi and R.
Gonnade; “Salts and Cocrystals of Furosemide with Pyridines:
Diﬀerences in π-Stacking and Color Polymorphism”; Cryst.
Growth & Des.

Mishra, Gunjan, Deepak Sehgal, Jayaraman K. Valadi; "Quantitative
Structure Activity Relationship study of the Anti-Hepatitis Peptides
employing Random Forests and Extra-trees regressors";
Bioinformation

V. Kumar, R. Thaimattam, S. Dutta, P. Munshi and A. Ramanan;
“Design strategies for engineering multicomponent solids based
on sulfa drugs”; CrystEngComm.

Department of Chemistry And Life Sciences

Department of Physics
Dr. Santosh Kumar

Dr. Bimlesh Lochab (Chemistry) and Dr. Richa Priyadarshini
(Life Sciences)
Nisha Yadav, Amrita Dubey, Swapnil Shukla, Chetan Prakash Saini,
Govind Gupta, Richa Priyadarshini, Bimlesh Lochab; “Graphene
Oxide-Coated Surface: Inhibition of Bacterial Bioﬁlm Formation due to
Speciﬁc Surface–Interface Interactions”; ACS Omega

P.J. Forrester and S. Kumar; “The Probability That All Eigenvalues
are Real for Products of Truncated Real Orthogonal Random
Matrices”; J. Theor. Probab.
S. Kumar, B. Sambasivam, and S. Anand; “Smallest eigenvalue
density for regular or ﬁxed-trace complex Wishart-Laguerre
ensemble and entanglement in coupled kicked tops”; J. Phys. A:
Math. Theor.

Department of English

Dr. Bijan Kumar Bagchi

Dr. Gautama Polanki

B. Bagchi, S.M. Kamil, T. Tumummuru, I. Semoradova, and M.
Znojil; “The paper entitled Branched Hamiltonians for a Class of
Velocity Dependent Potentials”; Journal of Physics A

School of Humanities and Social Sciences

Polanki Gautama; “Unwitting Interpreters: Some Cognitive Strategies
Used by Readers of Fiction”; The EFL Journal

Dr. Samarendra Pratap Singh

Center For Public Aﬀairs And Critical Theory

Gourav Bhattacharya, S.K. Jothiramalingam, Shashi B. Srivastava,
J.P. Thomas, S. Deshmukh, Paulius Pobedinskas, Samarendra P.
Singh, Kam Tong Leung, Marlies K. Van Bael, Ken Haenen,
Susanta Sinha Roy; “Probing the ﬂat band potential and eﬀective
electronic carrier density in vertically aligned nitrogen doped
diamond nanorods via electrochemical method”; Electrochimica
Acta

Dr. Sredeep Bhattacharya

Dr. Aloke Kanjilal

Dr. Vijay Kumar

C.P. Saini, A. Barman, D. Banerjee, O. Grynko, S. Prucnal, M. Gupta,
D. Phase, A.K. Sinha, D. Kanjilal, W. Skorupa, A. Kanjilal; “Impact of
Self-Trapped Excitons on Blue Photoluminescence in TiO2
Nanorods on Chemically Etched Si Pyramids”; The Journal of
Physical Chemistry C

J. Karthikeyan, P. Murugan and Vijay Kumar; “Multiple Dirac Cones in
Metal Intercalated Honeycomb Bilayers and Trilayers of Boron”; Phys.
Chem. Chem. Phys

Dr. Susanta Sinha Roy
G. Bhattacharya, S. Sas, S. Wadhwa, A. Mathur, J. McLaughlin, S.S.
Roy; “Aloe vera assisted facile green synthesis of reduced
graphene oxide for electrochemical and dye removal
applications”; RSC Advances
N. Soin, S.C. Ray, S. Sarma, D. Mazumder, S. Sharma, Y.F. Wang,
W.F. Pong, S.S. Roy, AM Strydom; “Tuning the Electronic and
Magnetic Properties of Nitrogen Functionalized Few Layered
Graphene Nanoﬂakes”; The Journal of Physical Chemistry C

Sreedeep Bhattacharya; “Lives in Debt: “Narratives of Agrarian
Distress and Farmers Suicide in Yavatmal and Sangrur”; Economic and
Political Weekly

Center For Informatics

School of Management & Entrepreneurship
Dr. Jaideep Ghosh
Ghosh J.; “The world IT project: History, trials, tribulations, lessons, and
recommendations”. Communications of the Association for
Information Systems (CAIS); Association for Information Systems

G. Bhattacharya, S.K. Jothiramalingam, S.B. Srivastava, J.P.
Thomas, S. Deshmukh, P. Pobedinskas, S.P. Singh, K.T. Leung, M.
K Van Bael, K Haenen, S.S. Roy; “Probing the ﬂat band potential
and eﬀective electronic carrier density in vertically aligned
nitrogen doped diamond nanorods via electrochemical method”;
Electrochimica Acta
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