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This time of the year, one would generally expect a University to go quieter, calmer, and even a bit 
laid back. Shiv Nadar University, on the contrary, was making a lot of noise, running faster, and came 
out almost spirited. The quarter saw, the year's most important and high-voltage event - Convocation 
Ceremony 2018, the half-day long extravaganza that was attended by more than two thousand 
guests.

The ceremony on 19 May 2018, marked the graduation of 547 students from various streams 
including Engineering, Natural Sciences, Humanities & Social Sciences, Business and Arts. The 
University awarded 16 Ph.D.s, 85 Masters and 446 Undergraduate degrees at its fourth Convocation 
Ceremony, which was marked by the presence of Sir Timothy John Berners-Lee, Inventor of the 
World Wide Web (www); and Prof. Ronald J. Daniels, President, Johns Hopkins University. The 13th 
issue of Whistling Teal brings to you highlights of the mega event. 

As the newly pronounced alumni (Class of 2018) left the Shiv Nadar University campus; the ones 
soon to be part of SNU community started flocking to the campus, and the campus was abuzz with 
students seeking admission in the University. 

Yet another, important undergraduate event that took place this quarter was the fourth OUR 
(Opportunities for Undergraduate Research) Conference, held on, 21-22 April 2018. Read more about 
the unique initiative in the Highlights section. 

As the new session starts, the University is gearing up for much more action in the future. With the 
incoming new batch, new announcements, fresh tie-ups, and student exchanges, the campus is 
likely to become an even vibrant space. All you have to do is - expect more. Expect more when it 
comes to excitement; expect more when it is about studies and research; expect more when you are 
thinking about events and societies; expect more when it is fun on your mind; and most importantly, 
expect more while you are living your life, here at Shiv Nadar University. 

Editorial

Editorial Team

Whistling Teal
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 Convocation Ceremony 2018

Shiv Nadar University celebrated its fourth Convocation 
Ceremony on 19 May 2018 at the campus. The University 
awarded 16 Ph.D.s, 85 Masters and 446 Undergraduate 
degrees to its students with a total of 547 students from 
various streams including Engineering, Natural Sciences, 
Humanities & Social Sciences, Business and Arts graduating 
from the University. 

Dr. S N Balakrishnan, Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University, 
declared the Convocation open. “The Shiv Nadar 
University’s Convocation is special every year as proud 
parents and faculty come together with our guests of honor 
to celebrate the impressive achievements of our graduating 
students," said Dr. Balakrishnan while speaking at the 
Convocation. 

"I am truly excited to think about the incredible opportunities 
that these students will have of finding solutions to complex 
problems as they head out into the world. With the 
broad-based education that every one of our students 
receive, they will be better placed to excel at new career 
paths that earlier generations couldn’t have thought 
possible. At Shiv Nadar University we have always 
attempted to empower our young students to recognize and 
grasp these new opportunities and help shape a better 
tomorrow,” he added.

The Chancellor's address was followed by the Vice 
Chancellor's Annual Report 2017-18, which was presented 
by Prof. Rupamanajari Ghosh, Vice Chancellor, Shiv Nadar 
University. "Innovation remains strongly coupled with STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
subjects, which are SNU’s strength. But experts say that Art 
and Design are poised to transform the economy in the 21st 
Century just as science and technology did in the last 
century. The key to SNU’s education and training today is 
based on STEAM, which is STEM plus Art & Design," said 
Prof. Ghosh while presenting the report.

Sir Tim-Berners-Lee, delivered the special address. While 
congratulating the graduating Class of 2018, he said, "It has 
been a roller coaster ride for me for the last almost 30 years 
(for the web), I am sure last 4 years have been a roller 
coaster ride of a different kind for you too. Congratulations! 
You have made it to this point. You have your degree as a 
result of a lot of hard work.”
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 Convocation Ceremony 2018

The commencement address at the ceremony was delivered 
by Prof. Ronald J. Daniels, President, Johns Hopkins 
University. 

“To receive a degree means many things. It means now you 
have new skills and knowledge and this, in turn, means you 
will now have a leg up in the job market. It also means that 
you will be able to contribute in more meaningful ways to 
your community. And you will be healthier, you will live 
longer, and you will be more prosperous. These are not idle 
claims, in fact, there is empirical research to back this up. 
And most important - your family, who is here today will 
share in these amazing bounty," said Prof. Daniels while 
delivering the commencement address. "Everything has 
changed because of the degree that you are receiving today 
and the journey you have been on for the last four years.”

A total of 547 students were awarded degrees during the 
Convocation ceremony. Gold Medal was awarded to Abdul 
Aleem, B.Tech. in Civil Engineering for securing rank 1 in the 
University order of merit. The Silver Medal was awarded to 
Siddharth Seetharaman, B.Sc. (Research) in Physics for 
securing rank 2 in the University order of merit.

Mr. Rajiv Swarup, President, Shiv Nadar University delivered 
the Vote of Thanks.
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Prof. Ronald J. Daniels, Sir Tim Berners-Lee, Mr. Nadar, Trustees 
and members of the Shiv Nadar Foundation, Members of the 
Shiv Nadar University Court, Members of the Shiv Nadar 
University Executive Council, Vice Chancellor Rupamanjari 
Ghosh, President Rajiv Swarup, Directors, my fellow faculty, 
staff, distinguished guests, graduating batch of 2018, students, 
proud parents and all who have assembled at SNU’s fourth 
convocation.

This is a great moment for Shiv Nadar University as we come 
together to celebrate the fourth convocation. 

This day belongs to the fourth batch of students of SNU just 
about to become our alumni. You are the stars today. This is a 
significant milestone in your academic journey and I hope that 
going forward you will continue to live by the values that this 
University taught you. No matter where you decide to go, you 
will be the ambassadors of our work at the University and I 
hope you will live up to that responsibility.

It seems like only yesterday that we celebrated our first 
convocation. When we are immersed in institution building, 
however, a University of this magnitude, days go by fast; every 
day poses a new challenge. You live it 24/7. The only constancy 
and comfort are quality students like you and stellar faculty 
whom you have had the good fortune to learn from as well as 
the dedicated staff. I leave it to our Vice Chancellor Ghosh to 
talk to you about the University’s past year achievements later. 

I will focus on letting the world know what your alma mater is all 
about so that they understand why you all stand out.

Of course, this university originated as a result of the Founder, 
Mr. Nadar’s conviction that (quote) “Education is, and will be the 
most powerful tool for individual and social change and we 
must do all that it takes to facilitate it.” (unquote). 

Imagina�on and Educa�on

As Chancellor, what values this budding university should 
represent and how we excite the potential of the minds of 
our bright students is something that I always think about. 
How to facilitate and enhance learning can be greatly 
helped with the array of technological tools now being 
available. But how best to devise educational programs to 
stimulate all parts of the brain…. logic and creative sides that 
will enable our students to produce the best that they can… 
that task is non-trivial. 

For example, if someone exhibits strong technical or 
mathematical skills, say an engineering student, how can 
we help bring out the creative side of his/her capabilities 
which makes anything they produce much, much better?   
Creativity by definition is the use of imagination in 
producing something different. Japan’s high-speed bullet 
train, or Shinkansen, can withstand earthquakes and is 
capable of operating up to 320 kilometers per hour. To 
make it happen, someone had to imagine things that never 
existed before; not only that; to reduce the tremendous 
amount of noise it would create, they created a structure 
inspired by the kingfisher bird. That is imagination and 
creativity. 

I read in an article about the following episode. In Berlin, 
1929, the poet and journalist George Sylvester Viereck 
asked Albert Einstein "How do you account for your 
discoveries? Through intuition or inspiration?" Albert 
Einstein replied: "Both. I sometimes feel I am right, but do 
not know it. When two expeditions of scientists went to test 
my theory I was convinced they would confirm my theory.
 
I wasn't surprised when the results confirmed my intuition, 
but I would have been surprised had I been wrong. I am 
enough of an artist to draw freely on my imagination, which I 
think is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is 
limited. Imagination encircles the world. “

Dr. S N Balakrishnan 
Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University 
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One should note that the psychologists have studied 
imaginative thoughts from different perspectives - they looked 
from the creative side, the artistic expression part and also the 
form of everyday imagination.” What is interesting is that Dr. 
Ruth Byrne, in her book “The Rational Imagination: How 
People Create Alternatives to Reality” claims that everyday 
imaginative thoughts about these alternatives to reality may be 
based on the same cognitive processes on which rational 
thoughts are also based.  

I hope my friend Dr. Ramachandran, Director, DRDO lab on 
Psychological Research agrees with that.

This observation is important and is the key to our belief that 
we could devise a curriculum that taps into the creative side of 
cognition perhaps much more easily. As per an article in IEEE 
spectrum, some people think that the phrase creative engineer 
is an oxymoron. Is it really? It doesn’t have to be at all. In earlier 
centuries, people could study arts and sciences in depth, not 
necessarily in isolation. It is over time that education got more 
and more specialized.

Leonardo da Vinci is perhaps most famous for the Mona Lisa 
and Last Supper, great pieces of Art. But the same creative 
person also made so many inventions: Anemometer, Flying 
Machine, Helicopter (Aerial Screw), Parachute, 33-Barreled 
Organ, Armoured Car, Giant Crossbow, Triple Barrel Canon….

We thought at Shiv Nadar University, “Why can’t we enable 
every student to be BOTH creative and inventive?”

Many universities and colleges are only either engineering or 
liberal arts oriented. They cannot provide the students such 
enabling and enlightened curriculum. At Shiv Nadar University, 
we can. We are a multi-disciplinary university. This enables us 
to truly transcend the conventional siloed approach to expose 
our students broadly to the fascinating intersection of 
engineering, arts, and beyond. 

I am proud to say that from this fall, a course in creative design 
will form a core course for the entire school of engineering and 
computer science with other discipline to follow. 

Some of you may wonder whether my emphasis on the 
imagination side will take away the focus from the knowledge 
side of the curriculum which is just as important. No worries at 
all.   

In most schools, especially ones stressing applied curricula 
like engineering universities, humanities is mostly a check 
box. At SNU, we have designed a curriculum which is 
holistic and emphasizes humanities and cross curriculum 
courses that are compulsory for every student. So, they 
always have a swath of courses so the knowledge content 
is as strong not only in their chosen field but also across 
related and cross curriculum courses. 

If it hadn’t been that way, one of the SNU electrical 
engineering students would not have gotten admission at 
the George Town School of Public Policy. He got it because 
he could take sociology courses besides his engineering 
courses; He is working for a policy think tank in Washington 
DC.

Creative growth and technical learning are NOT mutually 
exclusive!

Back to the graduating students, on this very special day, I 
would like to congratulate each and every one of you for 
being a part of this DREAM called the Shiv Nadar University. 
I am sure that with the education and training that you have 
received, you have the tools to realize YOUR dreams. 

The average per capita income of an Indian is ̀  93,293. The 
average amount spent by Shiv Nadar Foundation on each 
student is about `3.35 lakh. It is easy for you to see how 
fortunate you have been. 

Today only 8.15% of the Indian population is graduate. 
Which means you all are part of a privileged few. As such it 
accords great power to you. And to quote a phrase from a 
popular superhero movie, “With great power comes great 
responsibility”.

Hundreds of millions of Indians still need a lot of help.

You have succeeded through completion of SNUs 
homework, tests, and exams, but I have one final question, 
nay, request for you: 

Can each one of you please be a dream facilitator for at 
least one such Indian?

The tools that SNU has provided position each and every 
one of you to pay it forward and inspire and enable others to 
follow in your footsteps to achieve bigger and better things.

Dream BIG and follow your dreams with old fashioned hard 
work and you will reach your goals. 

Good Luck!

Valga Bharatham! In my beloved, beautiful bewitching 
mother tongue called Tamil, it means "Long Live India! 

This day belongs to the fourth batch 
of students of SNU just about to 
become our alumni. You are the 
stars today. This is a significant 

milestone in your academic journey 
and I hope that going forward you 
will continue to live by the values 
that this University taught you. No 

matter where you decide to go, you 
will be the ambassadors of our work 
at the University and I hope you will 

live up to that responsibility.
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hank you for having me here to speak. Congratulations Class of T2018, it's an honor to be here. It's been a roller coaster ride for me 
for the last almost 30 years (for the web). I am sure the last four years 
have been quite a roller coaster ride in different ways for you. You have 
made it to this point. You have your degree as a result of a lot of hard 
work. You may have had the help of family whom you should thank and 
I thank. You have the help of all kinds of people who have taught you 
whether their teachers or otherwise. In one way or another you have 
managed to fill your heads up with all kinds of deep knowledge and all 
kinds of skills, well done. Yes it's true you have been privileged. You 
have been privileged to be given the time and the space to do. And by 
succeeding and getting your degree it shows that you have used that 
wisely. So, now, this is what they call in America - Commencement - 
this is the beginning of rest of your life. It awaits you. So, I will tell you a 
little of my story and then some advice, which is traditional on these 
occasions. 

I also was lucky in many ways, when I was born. My parents were 
mathematicians, they had actually met on the team probably to build 
the first computer - the Ferranti Mark 1, the first commercial computer 
in the UK. They brought me up in an era of excitement about all the 
things you could do with a programmable computer where the 
concept of a programmable computer a Turing machine was just 
being defined by Alan Turing who also worked with them. So in that 
spirit they encouraged me as a kid to investigate things, to build 
things, lots of Lego, lots of scrap materials things to play with. I was 
lucky to grow up to be the child of those parents, of mathematicians, of 
computer science scientists before computer science was a thing. I 
was also really lucky to grow up at that particular time, I was born in 
1955. I grew up at the same time as electronics grew up. 

When I was a kid I went through the process of getting older as did 
electronics and  went from electro mechanical devices to transistors 
to integrated circuits to microprocessors. By the time I got to college it 
was possible for an ordinary person to make themselves their own 
computer, so I did and I bought a 6800 microprocessor and made it 
into my own personal computer. I rode the wave that’s technology, I 
was a consultant helping companies introduce the new 
microprocessor technology. I showed them how to take a rack full of 
the old electronics, rip it out, put in a processor in the middle, connect 
the process that's all the inputs and outputs and then program the 
processor to replace the rack or the logic that have been made in 

Sir Tim-Berners-Lee, 
Inventor of the World Wide Web

hardware before. Those were exciting times. CERN particle 
physics lab in Geneva helped programming stuff, a really exciting 
and interesting place, they reached out across Europe to people. I 
read about the job there, when I was working in England. At first I 
went across for six months as a consultant there and later in 
1980s. 

In 1984 I went back for a bit longer, nominally for two years. I was 
really lucky to go to CERN. If you are even visiting CERN, and you 
should do it, it's a neat place. Walking here is very cool and 
working there is as great because of just the crazy people you 
meet, very bright people coming from all over the world. They 
came with their ideas, their physics, a lot of it was engineering, a 
lot of it with new software engineering, they all had their crazy 
ideas. CERN being an academic place it wasn't very good at 
controlling exactly who brings which sort of computer, people 
came from universities where they were used to using particular 
machines and also they built their hardware using particular sorts 
of processes. So we ended up with a huge variety of different 
machines that meant that we had an exciting but really 
complicated world, in which to try to contribute, I came just as a 
software engineer. How could I contribute to this? So If I had to 
meet particular people i typically just had to find people in the 
coffee area, people would introduce me to other people. If you 
would want to connect to a particular module then you would have 
to see that person. So, in a way the idea of ‘the must be something 
better’ came out of a frustration. All these different computer 
systems had important information on them and the funny thing 
was at that point (in 1980s), we are talking about 1989, I was at 
CERN the internet had actually been invented 20 years before 
hand. There was no web there was no web pages but the worse. 
There was TCP/IP, there were the cables running mainly across 
America and just starting to cross into Europe. There was the 
common code open source community, code that you could pick 
up on a magnetic table which would allow you to put Internet 
software on your computer, and so in principle the internet would 
sit there and if I really wanted to get at a piece of information on 
your computer I had to log into it, use your weird program, even 
though actually you were connected to the Internet. Then I 
imagined a better way. 

I am a physicist by training, physicists generalize, and the World 
Wide Web was a result of generalization. it was just a question of 
looking at all of the different systems and realizing that you could 
think about each one as being a hypertext page each one just 
gave you a choice of places to go or maybe a search to type in, so I 
proposed the web. I was again lucky, though we didn't really have 
an official way of me doing everything but my boss Mike Sandal 
allowed me to do it as a side project. I was also lucky in a way that 
twenty years after internet was invented in 1969 and it was 
invented as a ‘platform’. It was Vint Cerf who invented the internet, 
did it as a platform and that meant that there was no ‘Center’ there 
was no controlling place. I didn't have to go back to Vint Cerf to ask 
to build a new protocol on it. I could just build the web on top of it. It 
was a permission less space. I was grateful to that when I 
designed, yes, URLs, HTTP, and HTML. As you heard those are the 
specs which drives the web. I could just write the programs, run 
them on a computer and those two computers will talk to each 
other and I didn't have to talk to anybody else. 

And so in turn, I have tried to make sure that the web also is an 
‘open’ permission less space. You don't have to come and ask me 
to build your new website, you can just go ahead and do it. The 
way it spread, it was hard to teach people how to use it but 
eventually it spread from local things to global things and yes we 
started, as mentioned, the World Wide Web Consortium in 1984 
and then later Roessler and I started the World Wide Web 
Foundation to make sure that the web serves humanity as the way 
to across the world.  
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One of the interesting things we found was that it had things on it of all 
kinds, of different scales. It had a few big sites which had a large 
readership, many small sites with only a few readers and anything in 
between this curve of a few big ones closely followed by a few other 
things. Some of you might remember the fractal curves, these curves 
were called scale-free, the web was found to be scale free. People 
talked about the long tail, it is such that when the people use the 
system most of the value is in the middle of the long tail and that was 
very exciting. People have never seen anything like that. TV had been 
dominated just by a few players but the web was dominated by the 
middle people, it was dominated by all the crazy people making their 
own websites about dinosaurs and dominoes and whatever. Linking to 
each other, each other's blogs was a wonderful thing. I would suggest 
that when you think about looking forward to your life, you should 
think about encouraging the longtail. You should do longtail things in 
your life.

Some of the time you want to put yourself on the popular end doing 
global things but you should spend some of your time doing local 
things of course. All the way, scales from 10 to the 11 to shoot down to 
10 to the 0 - across the 10 orders of magnitude. You may find some 
people saying, you should make India great that's important part of 
your life, also make the world great. Hey, you can join or even fund 
organizations like the World Wide Web Foundation. You have been 
lucky enough to be educated in English and that is going to be a 
valuable tool in itself but meanwhile if you are thinking of talking, let's 
talk about the global level. It would be useful if some of you end up 
picking up languages like Arabic, Mandarin, Spanish, and French. So 
travel, learn to understand different cultures, it's really fun and also 
really important. It leaves you less likely to dismiss the opinions of 
others as misguided, stupid, crazy. Do things at the international level. 
Do things at the national level, do things and find groups of all different 
sizes from the big down to the small and think about the well-being of 
your nation, of your planet, of your town, of your state, of different 
places, may be places that you know now or places where later you 
were docked or places that later adopt you. Do things on down the 
bottom of the scale, do things in your family. Those people who have 
helped you get here this far, your family and friends, the small scale, 
the small group, maybe a new family. 

Hey! You could meet, you can be with whoever you want, it's 2018. 
There's a choice, you don't have to have children, you don't have to get 
together with another person but you can and when you do it's your 
choice who they are. Be sensible about it and don't forget the smallest 
scale, the scale of 1-10^0. The scale of 1. Always look after yourself, the 
other thing you need to do in your life is being healthy and strong. So 
learn to understand how much time you need to be in your own 
company. 

No matter how you get involved in, there will be times in your life when 

the normal day-to-day processing of deciding what to do fails you. 
It ends up with this big decision you have to make, you have to fall 
back on other things, more basic more fundamental things. We 
have already had lots of talk about values, you should fall back on 
your values, and in fact you should have certain values which is 
important for humanity. You must absolutely respect every human 
being in the world regardless of their race, color or gender or 
sexual preference, regardless of their abilities or disabilities and 
you must make your websites so the people with disability can use 
them as well as you can. If you have a natural respect for those 
people, those amazing people, who could do things that you feel 
you can't do like incredible leaders, superstars, then you should 
also respect the people who do the things you would rather not… 
like to work on the garbage trucks. They also need just the same 
respect. 

Be skeptical of all religion, use your reason, and science to 
determine what to believe in. Use logic and democracy to decide 
what to think about the planet. You don't have to be crazy but just 
incorporating your thinking about the past in today is a good idea. 
When compared to when I graduated from university, things are 
massively different for you. Change happens a lot faster. The web 
could spread in 1989 across the internet which had been 
destroyed. Deployed when I was a kid but that had been deployed 
mainly across the US universities and the internet was deployed 
by shipping magnetic tapes with the code through by truck. Now 
your projects deploy across the web overnight, things change 
overnight. A new technology can spread overnight; a new meme, 
a new idea, potentially damaging viral new ideas can spread. 
Possibly new cultural revolutions can happen in this new 
connected world, society can now change fast, not just 
technology, the problems of climate change are really serious, the 
promise of curing cancer and problem curing neurological 
diseases is tantalizing and these challenges can only be solved 
with massive collaboration that means using the web but not just 
using the web, building really new cool tools to do it. 

Collaborate, collaborate, collaborate… go get online and find 
people to collaborate with. You will need to use technology and to 
build technology, as Winston Churchill said, “we shape our 
buildings thereafter they shape us” that is even more true. We 
shape technology but thereafter it shapes us, our technology has 
shaped our democracy and our culture. Be aware that you are not 
just interacting with people you are interacting through a system 
which has been programmed and you are reacting in particular 
ways because the system has been programmed to produce 
particular reaction to you. 

Sometimes, for some systems in order to try to lead you down a 
path towards truth and the reality some systems try to have a good 
reaction other systems are programmed to try to get you to 
engage which might mean be angry. Those systems might end up 
getting more revenue if you become really angry and so feeding 
you fake information may get you that angry. So be careful when 
you use. Be aware that when you use social network online 
technology is manipulating you. So build new social media which 
respects users, build new social media which creates space for 
constructive discussion. Don't try to make a machine that filters out 
untruth. Try to make a machine which allows people to collaborate 
to support the elucidation between them of truth which supports 
science, the process of experiment review, the process of 
democracy of sharing of ideas, of challenging your ideas, of voting, 
on deciding between us, collaborative. Remember that the 
websites you see on the web now are just the websites at the 
moment. The systems that you build next will be the next wave. 
And as you build those systems if you have spent 99% of your life 
using the web you should also please spend 1% of it fighting to 
keep it ‘open and free’. Fight for net neutrality, fight for privacy, and 
free expression. Keep it one web, free of blocking and spying, fight 
for science, fight for democracy. Congratulations! graduates of 
Shiv Nadar University. Go out and do great things.

You must absolutely respect every human being in 
the world regardless of their race, color or gender 
or sexual preference, regardless of their abilities 
or disabilities and you must make your websites 

so the people with disability can use them as well 
as you can. If you have a natural respect for those 

people, those amazing people, who could do 
things that you feel you can't do like incredible 

leaders, superstars, then you should also respect 
the people who do the things you would rather 

not… like to work on the garbage trucks. They also 
need just the same respect. 
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hairman Shiv Nadar, Chancellor Balakrishnan, Vice Chancellor CRupamanjari Ghosh, President Rajiv Swarup, distinguished 
faculty and staff, proud family members and friends; and of course the 
great graduating Class of 2018. Good Afternoon. Chancellor, a special 
note of thanks for that very warm introduction, and also for inviting me 
here today to speak after the guy who invented the World Wide Web. I 
mean my kids are deeply skeptical of any slight honor invitation I get. 
And I have to tell you they were delighted when they saw the speaking 
order to know that I had to follow Sir Tim. They were entirely confident 
that this speaking order would knock me down a peg or two and in that 
they were dead right. 

Sir Tim, it's truly an honor to follow you and to be on the stage with you 
today. Now having said that, it's truly a privilege to be here today to 
mark your (the students) convocation. And you may think that I say that 
because of the bold and daring ambition of this new University, or 
because of the serious attention that it's research and educational 
achievements have already commanded from more established 
international institutions like my own, or because of the deep respect 
and affection that I have for the University's namesake Shiv Nadar and 
his wife Kiran, and the glittering array of successes that Kiran and Shiv 
have enjoyed in so many fields of human endeavor - Business, 
Philanthropy, Arts and Culture, Education and Healthcare. And you 
would be right but only partially. But the real reason I am here today is 
because of Danish - a proud member of the SNU’s Class of 2018. 
Danish, could you please stand!? You may wonder why I have called 
him out. It's because Danish was recently accepted into the Master's 
and Engineering Management Program at Johns Hopkins University! I 
am hoping he's going to accept that offer of admission. And here's the 
reason why I am here. The folks back in Baltimore sent me here today 
to welcome you (Danish) personally and to give you this T-shirt from 
Johns Hopkins. Well, you got to come up here and get it [Applause]…. 

So given that I have traveled halfway around the world and have 
delivered the T-shirt, is there anything left to do? Let me share a few 
words too, and with all of you here today, first of all the great Class of 
2018 – Congratulations! You have truly succeeded. You, the Class of 
2018 have celebrated your last birthdays as students at Mount SNU 
and hopefully have had a chance to sing your last signature karaoke 
song one last time and some of you might have even be able to do this 
in the right key. You have played your last late-night game FIFA in the 
hostels, and watched your last Friday night movie in B315. But here's 
the important thing, and the guy at Georgia will no longer chastise you 
when you ask for extra Mayo. This is what being a graduate is all about. 
You can have all the Mayo you want as long as you get it for yourself. As 
President of Johns Hopkins University, I look forward to graduation 
that's what we call convocation every year as a moment to celebrate 
the successes of our students and the promise of their futures. 

Prof. Ronald J. Daniels, 
President, Johns Hopkins University

Convocation is a moment when we certify your entry into the world 
with the ever so precious gift of higher education. The receipt of a 
degree means many things. It means that you now have new skills 
and knowledge and this in turn means you will have a leg up in the 
job market, and in what they're vying for jobs in industry, 
government or community organizations. It also means that you 
will be able to contribute in more meaningful ways to your 
community. However, as Sir Tim has mentioned a moment ago, 
you define it. And you will be healthier. You will live longer, and you 
will be more prosperous. These are not idle claims. In fact, there is 
very substantial empirical research to back this up. And most 
importantly, your families who are here with you today will share 
this amazing bounty. Everything, everything has changed 
because of the degree that you are receiving today and the 
journey you have been on for the last four years. And of course, I 
would ask you to join me in a round of applause for your family 
members and your parents. Because it was they who helped bring 
you to this moment. So today is very much a family affair. Now 
standing here today in this new University as you and your families 
are on the cusp of realizing so much possibility, so much promise, I 
cannot help but reflect on what higher education has meant to me 
and to my family. And in particular, the quite extraordinary 
circumstances that enabled my father and later me and now my 
children to access higher education’s many gifts. 

You see, my family's path to education, higher education was by no 
means straightforward. This was because, my father's journey 
from the old world of Europe, to the new world of his adopted 
country Canada, was anything but assured. As a seven-year-old 
boy, my father came to Canada, with his parents and two older 
siblings. They arrived from Warsaw, Poland in March 1939, just a 
few months before World War II broke out. Significantly, had they 
stayed in Europe as Jews they were doubtless perished by the 
hands of the Nazis’ Final Solution in which six million of their 
brethren were killed. As was true of so many Jewish families 
including my wife's, by the end of the Second World War, the 
entirety of my father's extensive family in Europe was destroyed. 
For my father, the motivating force in his life, was trying to make 
sense, of the good fortune he had, in escaping to Canada, 
becoming educated and then having a life that was meaningful 
and full. Indeed, it was only as his life drew to what close, that I 
began to understand, how this awareness, his awareness, of 
having been spared shaped so much of his life and as 
commitments to family to education and to community. In the 
hours before my father passed away at the age of 78, he confided 
in me that when he learned that he had terminal cancer and only a 
few months to live, his first reaction was not surprisingly, one of 
disappointment. He told me, for a long time, he would, he had 
hoped he would make it to 83. I found that a strangely specific 
number and in truth I was a bit bemused. Dad, I asked; I mean 
what's the magic of 83, I mean why not a number divisible by five 
like 80 or 85, 83 seems kind of random. My dad replied that 83 was 
his target because as his older friends got to that age he started to 
see their health issues become manifest, their energies wane and 
their illnesses start to multiply. For my dad, it was clear if he could 
have just made it to 83, he would go out at the top of his game but 
then, he paused and he told me that though he wished he had 
those extra five years that would have taken him from 78 to 83, he 
never lost sight of the 71 years he gained, by being able to escape 
extermination at the age of seven. 

He told me he had won the lottery of life. Now this story may seem 
intensely personal to me and to my family and it is, and by it's 
repetition I am reminded always of how my father's need to make 
sense of his cosmic good fortune in making his way to Canada on 
the eve of the Holocaust implanted in me and in my siblings an 
obligation to look beyond ourselves and to seek to make a 
difference in the lives of the communities of which we are part. But 
there is another dimension to the story that has profoundly 
affected me. It is less to do with how my father's near brush with   
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annihilation shaped my life and more with the callous and inhumane 
way, in which the civilized world responded to the clear and knowing 
threats posed, to European Jewry. As historian Irving Abella has 
documented, during the time in which the Nazis governed Germany 
from 1933 to 1945, the United States only admitted 2,00,000 Jews, the 
United Kingdom 70,000, Argentina 50,000, Brazil 27,000, Australia 
15,000 and Canada surprisingly fewer than 5,000 refugees of which 
my father's family of five were of course a part. Indeed, when a senior 
Canadian government official, the Minister of immigration was asked, 
in early 1945, how many Jewish refugees Canada would admit from 
Europe, he famously replied very succinctly none is too many; none is 
too many. These harrowing words, reveal the fact that my native 
country, like so many others was not simply misinformed about the 
plight of Jews, as many would have liked to believe even today. There 
in truth, was no ambiguity about what was happening in Europe. Press 
reports, international conference, conferences, protests in America 
and elsewhere, all had shown a light on the violence the discrimination 
and persecution faced by the Jews of Europe, and of course there 
were those brave people around the globe, who advocated those 
fleeing the crisis, among them, Indian officials who fought to open the 
doors of this region and a Maharajah in Gujarat who himself 
established the camp to house 1,000 Jewish children from Poland. But 
the deep-seated fears, of foreign and communist influence, 
associated with Jews, anxieties over job competition, from people 
who were other, and the very real struggles of day-to-day life, muted 
the gravity of what was happening and blinded people to the human 
tragedy, to the genocide that was hidden in plain sight. In doing so, 
ugly prejudice and gruesome tribalism, were openly exposed and 
allowed to prevail. Now sadly this sounds all too familiar. Around the 
world today, the examples of bigotries, consequences are allegiant, 
the rise of nativism, in elections across Europe, the increase in vicious 
activity among hate groups in America, the attacks on religious 
minorities in your own country, and the sectarian violence that is 
rending the Middle East. 

How does this continue to happen? In 1954, social psychologist 
Muzafer Sherif, devised an experiment, to answer this question. It's 
called the Robbers Cave Study, named after the park in which it took 
place. In the study, Sherif brought two groups of 12 year old American 
boys, from similar backgrounds, same level of income, same 
educational and religious backgrounds, to a secluded summer camp. 
During the first week, the groups were separated, and the boys in each 
group developed a strong sense of friendship camaraderie with one 
another. In the second week, Sherif arranged for the groups to 
compete with one another, in sports, and other activities. Now while 
the ethics of bringing unsuspecting boys to a fake camp for a 
psychological experiment, clearly do not hold up to our contemporary 
research standards and the meaning of the observed behaviors might 
be more complex than originally thought, this study's findings are 
nevertheless, unnerving, harrowing. Within a week of their arrival, the 
boys in each group gave themselves names, the Eagles, and the 
Rattlers, and created their own group identities, complete with flags 
and t-shirts. When thrown into competition, they began to dislike each 
other, intensely, name-calling and vandalism escalated to physical 
aggression. How quickly these boys so similar in so many different 
ways came to cling to their arbitrary and relatively brief identification 
as a Rattler or an Eagle and how easily they were made to turn on one 
another when forces conspired to push them in that direction. 

Imagine what would happen when instead of being pulled from 
essentially homogeneous groups, groups that are now separated and 
defined on the basis of race, religion, gender, geography. How quickly 
does the potential for immediate distress and conflict arise! Sadly, 
despite the technologies that allow us to transcend space and 
communicate more easily than ever before, we live in a world where 
unbridgeable divides that define an US vs THEM seem to be growing. 
Cultivated not in controlled studies, not in psychological experiments, 
but in the real world. Our ability to discern the forces causing these 
rifts, and to counter them, is evermore compromised. The mental 
fences that limit our capacity to see our fellow humans as deserving of 
recognition, respect and compassion are erected. Mental faces that 
block the view and allow people individually and collectively to ignore 
the truths that might be right in front of them. Here, Graduates, is 

where you come in. After your time spent in the classrooms and 
labs of this great University, you have gained skills and 
competencies that cross disciplines and schools of thought. You 
have expanded the breadth and depth of your knowledge; you 
have learned to live with people who hold different views than you 
do. Yes, your sports league clubs have competed fiercely against 
one another, but you have been able to put those affiliations aside 
to ravel together at Breeze fest. And above all, you have 
demonstrated your commitment to investing in and helping to 
build a new and thriving institution SNU where there was none 
before. An institution that reflects the values of its namesake and 
founder Shiv Nadar who has long championed education as a 
powerful transformative force for individuals and nations. One that 
provides opportunity for the many and not just the few. A place that 
elevates reason, facts and dispassionate analysis over dogma, 
falsehood and suspicion. 

So, to the Graduates of 2018, I am pinning my hopes on you that 
the knowledge you acquired here will allow you to recognize and 
confront your own biases, and to help others do the same - to 
champion the idea of the equal worth and dignity of all human 
beings, to create and support institutions that share your values, 
and challenge those leaders who do not. My call to you today is to 
treasure your talents and the institution's you are a part of, and to 
be clear-eyed about the depth and breadth of human needs and 
the crises standing right in front of you. Don't assume, don't 
assume for a moment that the values and institutions of a liberal 
democracy the rule of law fair, and that participatory elections 
constitutions will prevail without your investment in an effort, nor 
assume that these institutions are strong enough in their current 
forms to withstand watershed crises. Be on the lookout for 
perversions of democracy and new forms of authoritarianism. Be 
wary of the way that our world can be contaminated by the rhetoric 
of suspicion and by mean spirit and odious antipathy to those who 
are deemed “other”. Be the kind of leaders and institution builders 
who identified the mental fences that hold nations back from 
extending opportunity to people like my own family, who seek only 
the chance, only the opportunity to build lives of decency and 
meaning. Be among those who are truly determined to tear down 
those mental fences. 

Now your fellow graduate Danish, whom I mentioned a few 
moments ago, captured this idea so eloquently in his application at 
Johns Hopkins. The role you can play in words that echoes others 
across time, he said - “I believe we are the privileged few who won 
the lottery of birth, and it is our responsibility to create 
opportunities for others.” [Applause] Danish, that's why we 
accepted you to Johns Hopkins. In whatever way, you, he, this call, 
will not only vindicate the work of those generations who built the 
civic educational and political institutions that have shaped good 
liberal democratic nations, and allowed us all to thrive, you will by 
your words and deeds help us to imagine and construct even 
better ones. And of course, never forget, what my dad would tell 
you, as he told me - “life is a precious gift. All the years you have 
already lived and those still to come. Make the most of it, for 
yourselves and your families, and for the communities of which 
you are a part.” Thank you and Godspeed.

Graduates of 2018, I am pinning my hopes 
on you that the knowledge you acquired 

here will allow you to recognize and 
confront your own biases, and to help 
others do the same - to champion the 

idea of the equal worth and dignity of all 
human beings, to create and support 

institutions that share your values, and 
challenge those leaders who do not.
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Accolades

Prof. Vijay Kumar, Research Professor, Center for Informatics, Shiv Nadar 
University was invited as Foreigner Professor-Expert in Nanoscience to 
speak at the 5th All-Russian Conference on "Actual Problems of Micro and 
Nanoelectronics" held in Bashkir State University, Ufa, Bashkortostan, 
Russia from 27 May 2018 to 1 June 2018. Prof. Kumar also gave a Seminar 
on "First Principles Studies of Novel Inorganic Double Helices and Thin 
Layers of Perovskites" in Skoltech, Moscow.

Srishti Sharma (Class of 2018), M.Sc. in Economics, won the ‘Second Best 
Paper Award’ at ECON-VISVA 2018 - an Economics and Social Sciences 
Summit organized by Department of Economics & Politics, Vidya Bhavana, 
Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan. The Summit is funded under the UGC-SAP, DRS 
– II scheme of Department of Economics & Politics, Visva-Bharati. Sharma’s 
paper was titled “The impact of increasing Legal Age of Marriage: Evidence 
from India”. 

Harsh Prasad (left) (Class of 2021), Abhijit A.J. 
(right) and Praneet Srivastava (Class of 2020), B.Sc. 
(Research) in Mathematics were selected for the 
2018 Visiting Students' Research Program at TIFR. 
Only 23 Mathematics students from across the 
country were selected for this program.

Ayana Sarkar, Ph.D. Scholar, 
Department of Physics has been 
selected for the "Innovation in Science 
Pursuit for Inspired Research" (INSPIRE) 
Fellowship awarded by Ministry of 
Science and Technology's Department 
of Science and Technology (DST). The 
value of the Fellowship will be at Par 
with the Junior Research Fellowship 
(JRF) / Senior Research Fellowship 
(SRF) of Government of India along with 
a Contingency grant.

Vijay Nandwani (Class of 2018), B.Tech. 
in Computer Science and Engineering 
was amongst five students selected 
and sponsored by Google India for 
Google I/O 2018 - an annual developer 
conference held by Google in San 
Francisco, California. The Conference 
took place from 8-10 May 2018.

Vikas Bhat, Himshikhar Mazumdar, 
Suvendu Barik, Pranav Sateesh, Ajay 
Shanmuga S., and Abhishek Dubey of 
B.Sc. (Research) in Physics were 
selected to participate in the 10th 
International Physics Tournament held 
in Moscow, Russia from 1 April 2018 to 
8 April 2018.
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Highlights

MOOC on Critical Thinking

In an initiative to take learning beyond the brick and mortar campus, Shiv Nadar University has launched a Massive 
Online Open Course (MOOC) - "Critical Thinking" on the SWAYAM platform by Ministry of Human Resource Development 
(MHRD) and All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) with Microsoft. The 10 hours long, undergraduate level, 
self-paced online course is created and taught by Dr. Partha Chatterjee and other faculty members of Shiv Nadar 
University. The course is listed under the Mathematics category and 10219 students have registered so far. Follow the link 
to register for the course https://swayam.gov.in/course/3912-critical-thinking

OUR Conference

Undergraduate students at Shiv Nadar University recently 
presented their research papers at the fourth OUR 
(Opportunities for Undergraduate Research) Conference 
held at the campus on 21-22 April 2018. The Conference 
witnessed a total of 67 students presenting the findings of 
their research projects that covered a diverse range of 
topics. Some of the interesting projects presented during 
the two days long event include Audio Classification using 
Deep Learning School of Engineering, Internet of Things 
using LPWAN, Informal Transportation in India, Colour 
Palette: The Understanding of Multicultural Ethos of Indian 
Society Through use of Colours, Amish’s Sita: Redefining 
the Goddess, and Remediation of Lead and Cadmium in 
Plants Grown in Hydroponics with Yamuna river water 
using remediants.
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Shiv Nadar University is fully-focused to pave the path of an academic research-based legacy. 
The hard work and dedicated drive is getting its due rewards and recognitions, making the way 
forward extremely promising. This section includes the details of Approved Projects for Funding 
(April - June 2018)

School of Natural Sciences

Project Title: Angularly Distributed Donor-Acceptor Based Chromophore: Simple System for 
Sophisticated NLO effect

Funding Agency: Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), Board of Research in Nuclear Sciences 
(BRNS)

Budget: ` 25 lakh     |      Duration: 3 years 

Dr. Debdas Ray

Department of Chemistry

School of Humanities And Social Sciences

Project Title: Water-Waste Cognition, Policy and Practice, submitted to the NIUA, New Delhi, in 
response to the call Urban sanitation: bridging the conceptual and the pragmatic, as a research 
project from the Water Program in C-PACT, SNU. 

Budget: ` 11 lakh     |      Duration: 1 year 

Dr. Rajeswari S. Raina

Department of International Relations And Governance Studies

Project Title: Investigating the physiological role of cell wall amidase in Caulobacter crescentus.

Funding Agency: Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR-EMR)

Budget: ` 21 lakh     

Dr. Richa Priyadarshini 

Department of Life Sciences

3 New Project   |   71 Active Projects
Research Grants and Projects

In Focus
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Musings

।।आज िफर बैठा म�।।

Back then, I saw with my own eyes alone
and I saw everything within two feet;

Everything was up close:
words in the books almost lickable;
mirror gaze was a forehead bang as in a duel; 
Dad was in the face; Mom, in the nose.

Then the glasses pushed my eyes into back seat;
world was a vast expanse far beyond a hand's reach;
days, then months and then years, all ran so fast
as far as I saw, I saw myself only with my glasses.

All colours filtered and filmed clearer than
a movie but dull, slow and sleepy.
eyes slept so much they forgot to see
the colours as they were. And

on a day when the veil was off (it broke)
they cried so much at the beautiful sky,
the sky shook itself black and weak.
Tears took them back to old days:

Lost smells came back,
tip of the nose was clearer as before;
noises now were familiar sounds of things
the eyes had missed from the back seat.

Once and for all, I knew the world around
and it was within two feet. 

एक कलम जो तमको बह�त पसद थी,ु ं

सोचा आज इ�तेमाल करके दखे ल।ू

बह�त िदन� स ेएक बात कहनी थी तमकोु

आज बहाना िमला तो सोचा

बया करके दखे ल।ं ं ू

वो िदन भर बेकार क� बात� जो हम तम िकया करत ेथ े,ु

उनम ेअब मतलब सा िनकालन ेका मन करता ह।ै

जो कछ सवाल तम पछत ेथ ेऔर हमु ु ू

चप हो जाते थ,ेु

उनका जवाब ढढन ेका मन करता ह।ैू ं

नाजान ेिकतनी बात� थी जो बतानी थी,

इस इतज़ार म � क� कभी तो िमलोगी,ं

उन बात� को िलखन ेका जी करता ह।ै

आज िफर बैठा म � त�ह ेएक खत िलखन ेको,ु

लेिकन त�हारा पता ही ना था। िफर भी न जान े�यँु ू

पत ेके िबना ही उसको भजेन ेका मन करता ह।ै

Two Feet

Gajula Harish Adithya (Class of 2018)
B.A. (Research) in English

Akshay Bhardwaj (Class of 2019)
B.Tech. in Electronics and Communication 
Engineering
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Campus Buzz

Talk by Prof. Joan Martinez Alier

9 April 2018

Department of International Relations and 
Governance Studies and C-PACT organized a talk 
on "Two Movements One Goal? Economic Post-
Growth and Environmental Justice" by Prof. Joan 
Martinez Alier, Emeritus Professor of Economics 
and Economic History and researcher at ICTA at the  
University of Barcelona. The talk focused on the 
two movements - degrowth (on how economic 
activity may be curtailed, modified or reduced) and 
on environmental justice.

Talk by Dr. Prabhat Kumar

2 April 2018

Department of History organized a talk on 
“Cartoons and Hindi Print Culture, C. 1900-
1940" by Dr. Prabhat Kumar, Assistant 
Professor, Department of History, Presidency 
University. The talk explored multilayered 
histories of cartoon production and their 
circulation in Hindi print culture. It also 
discussed the strategies and processes of 
localization and appropriation of cartoons as 
part of the nationalist literary-artistic tradition. 

Economics Seminar Series6 April 2018

As part of its Departmental Seminar Series, Department of Economics organized a talk on "Field 
Experiments in Economics: Evidence from Research Studies" by Dr. Sandip Mitra, Indian Statistical 
Institute, Kolkata.

UG Admissions Information Session

14 April 2018

The first information session for Shiv Nadar 
University Undergraduate Admissions 2018 was 
held at the campus. The session was meant for 
parents, and prospective students who wanted to 
interact with the University's admissions team, 
faculty members, and students; and get their 
queries answered. The session also involved a 
campus tour, which gave the students a glimpse of 
what to expect when they decide to start their 
undergraduate journey at Shiv Nadar University. 

12 April 2018

Women Safety Workshop
Office of Dean of Students' Welfare organized 
a Women Safety Workshop by SLAP - an 
initiative by Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports. The workshop focused on a number of 
women safety methods for real life threats like 
groping, stalking, kidnapping, assault and cab 
safety. The workshop taught ways to fight 
back in these situations.   

13 April 2018

Khao Gali Food Festival
Students at Shiv Nadar University organized a 
food festival - Khao Gali. The festival offered 
delicacies from every region of the country, from 
‘Chaat’ to ‘Hyderabadi Biryani’ to ‘Ras Malai’.  

14 April 2018

Open Mic Poetry
Department of English and Words.Ink – the 
Literary and Spoken Arts Society organized an 
open-mic poetry session and panel discussion - 
For Better or Verse. The session was attended by 
a host of renowned poets from Poetry Darbaar; 
and the performances were followed by a panel 
discussion on topics of relevance to poetry.

12 April 2018

Talk by Prof. Jaya Menon                    
Department of History organized a talk on 
"Archaeological Places: Negotiations between 
Local Communities, Archaeologists and the 
State" by Prof. Jaya Menon, Department of 
History, Shiv Nadar University. 
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19 April 2018

Chemistry Colloquium
Department of Chemistry organized a 
Colloquium on "Bio-inspired peptide-like 
ligands to help understanding metal toxicity, 
regulation and detoxification" by Dr. Pascale 
Delangle, Head - Chemistry Interface Biology 
for Health, Environment and Toxicology, Univ. 
Grenoble-Alpes, CEA, CNRS, INAC-SyMME. 
The talk focused on the rational design of the 
peptide-like ligands, which is strongly related 
to the metal coordination properties. The 
affinity and selectivity were presented in 
relation to the biological question.

19 April 2018

Talk by Prof. Harish Naraindas
Department of Sociology organized a talk on 
"AyurGenomics, Angelina Jolie and P4 
Medicine: Prakriti as phenotype and the 
creolisation of Ayurveda" by Prof. Harish 
Naraindas, Sociology, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University. The talk speculated whether 
Ayurgenomics is the latest avatar in a long and 
well established attempt to update and 
validate Ayurveda by translating its nosology 
and founding concepts into contemporary 
biomedical categories.

20 April 2018

Talk by Dr. Shekhar Tomar

As part of its Departmental Series, the 
Department of Economics organized a talk on 
"Shock Diffusion: Does inter-sectoral network 
structure matter?" by Dr. Shekhar Tomar, 
Reserve Bank of India. The talk explored the 
findings of a paper that introduces the concept 
of diffusion of shocks in an input-output 
production economy. 

Campus Buzz

19 April 2018

Talk by Prof. Narayani Gupta
Department of History organized a talk on 
“Perceptions of Heritage in India after 1947” by 
Prof. Narayani Gupta, Department of History, 
Jamia Millia Islamia. She is one of India’s 
leading historians of urbanism having 
specifically focused on the urban history of 
Delhi; and has authored several books on the 
urban history of Delhi: Delhi between Empires 
1803 – 1931 and Delhi Then and Now. 

Blood Donation Camp

19 April 2018

The Office of Dean of Students' Welfare at Shiv Nadar University organized a blood donation drive 
in association with Indian Red Cross Society at the campus. The drive called HAEMO-HELP aims to 
aid children suffering from Thalassemia. There are about 1 million such cases in India every year 
and many of the patients need blood transfusion once every 21 days. The blood donation drive at 
Shiv Nadar University was a step towards supporting the cause.

OUR Conference

21-22 April 2018

Undergraduate students at Shiv Nadar University recently presented their research papers at the 
fourth OUR (Opportunities for Undergraduate Research) Conference held at the campus . The 
Conference witnessed a total of 67 students presenting the findings of their research projects that 
covered a diverse range of topics. Some of the interesting projects presented during the two days 
long event include Audio Classification using Deep Learning School of Engineering, Internet of 
Things using LPWAN, Informal Transportation in India, Colour Palette: The Understanding of 
Multicultural Ethos of Indian Society Through use of Colours, Amish’s Sita: Redefining the Goddess, 
and Remediation of Lead and Cadmium in Plants Grown in Hydroponics with Yamuna river water 
using remediants.

MFA Exhibition @KNMA
The final year MFA students of Department of 
Art and Performing Arts displayed their final art 
projects and solo show at the Kiran Nadar 
Museum of Art, Noida. The exhibition was held 
from 20 - 30 April 2018.  

20-30 April 2018

15



Campus Buzz

28 April 2018

Mr. Shiv Nadar Meets the Graduating Class 

of 2018
Keeping the tradition alive, Shiv Nadar University 
hosted Mr. Shiv Nadar, Founder and Chairman, HCL 
and Shiv Nadar Foundation; Ms. Kiran Nadar, an art 
collector and philanthropist; and Ms. Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra, Executive Director & CEO, HCL 
Corporation, during the much awaited Founding 
Family Meet held on 28 April 2018. The guests 
interacted and shared their experiences with the 
graduating Class of 2018 at the event.

27 April 2018

Final Show Performance: CCC512

Department of Art and Performing Arts 
presented the final show of CCC512: Dance 
with a Mind of Your Own. The presentation 
was a selection of works done in class and 
focused on moving body as the site of 
generation of knowledge and meaning. 
Working with basic tools of dance, students 
improvised, analysed, interpreted and 
abstracted meaning and created movement 
pieces that emerge from everyday movements 
rather than a specific technique.

26 April 2018

Talk by Dr. Arvind Sinha

Dr. Arvind Sinha, Chief Scientist & Head of 
Advanced Materials & Processes Division at CSIR - 
National Metallurgical Laboratory, was at Shiv 
Nadar University for a talk on "Materials - 
Interfacing Art & Nature". Materials Science fusion 
with art and nature is vital for understanding the 
possible complexities arising while the horizon of 
science is broadened, or a strong scientific 
postulate falls apart due to ongoing serge of 
innovations, according to Dr. Sinha.

20 April 2018

Spic Macay Shiv Nadar University Chapter

Spic Macay Shiv Nadar University Chapter in 
association with Cultural Committee organized 
an Evening of Hindustani Classical Music by 
Vidushi Sunanda Sharma. Vidushi Sunanda is 
a senior disciple of Late Padmavibhushan 
Girijia Devi, doyenne of Benaras Gharana. Her 
enthralling performance led the audience to 
witness her musical prowess over Khayals, 
Tappa, Thumris and Kajris.

Chemistry Colloquium

30 May 2018

Department of Chemistry organized a Colloquium on "The Critical Tools Needed To Deal with 
Challenging Structural Biology Projects" by Dr. Surajit Banerjee, Staff Scientist, Northeastern 
Collaborative Access Team (NE-CAT) in Advanced Photon Source (APS).

Convocation Ceremony
Shiv Nadar University celebrated its fourth Convocation Ceremony at the campus. The University 
awarded 16 Ph.D.s, 85 Masters and 446 Undergraduate degrees to its students with a total of 547 
students from various streams including Engineering, Natural Sciences, Humanities & Social 
Sciences, Business and Arts graduating from the University. Sir Timothy John Berners-Lee, Inventor 
of the World Wide Web (www) delivered the special address. The commencement address was 
given by Prof. Ronald J. Daniels, President, Johns Hopkins University. The two guests 
congratulated the fresh graduates on their success. They also recognized the University’s effort to 
inculcate holistic learning amongst its students, required to succeed in the careers of the 21st 
century.

19 May 2018

24-28 May 2018

Genome Editing Workshop
Department of Life Sciences recently 
organized a 5-day residential, practical 
training workshop titled "CRISPR/Cas9 
genome editing in model and non-model 
organisms from theory to the bench”. The 
workshop provided hands-on training in 
genome editing of mammalian cells as well as 
of infectious pathogens using the state-of-the-
art CRISPR/Cas9 system. Participants also 
learned to develop a CRISPR/Cas project 
suitable to answer their research question, 
identify and design optimal CRISPR targets 
using bioinformatics tools, generation of gene 
knockouts, and validation of knockouts using 
the most current technologies.

International Day of Yoga 

21 June 2018

Department of Physical Education organized an 
hour-long Yoga session to celebrate the 
International Yoga Day at the campus. Students, 
faculty, and staff came together early morning to 
exercise, sweat, stretch & meditate during the 
session that was led by Dr. Amrish Tony, Deputy 
Director, Department of Physical Education, Shiv 
Nadar University.
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Flora-Fauna

Abutilon Indicum (L.) Sweet (Indian mallow)

Abutilon Indicum, a plant of cotton family (Malvaceae), is 
commonly known as Indian mallow (Hindi: Kanghi; Sanskrit: 
Atibala). It is found throughout tropical and sub-tropical parts of 
India along the roadsides, and in open and wastelands. Indian 
mallow is a shrub which grows up to 2 m in height. It’s leaves are 
up to 15 cm long, alternate, long petiolate, sub-orbicular, broadly 
cordate, acuminate with irregular toothed margin. The plant has 
beautiful orange yellow flowers with 5 petals and 5 sepals in 
whorl. Stamens numerous. Fruits have 15-20 chambers, arranged 
spirally. Seeds are kidney-shaped shortly-beaked blackish brown 
in colour.

In traditional medicine, various parts of A. Indicum are used as a 
demulcent, aphrodisiac, laxative, diuretic, sedative, astringent, 
expectorant, tonic, anti-inflammatory, anthelmintic, and analgesic 
and to treat leprosy, ulcers, headaches, gonorrhea, tuberculosis, 

bladder infection, bleeding disorders and worms. The flowers are used to increase semen in men. Seeds are laxative, expectorant, 
demulcent, nervine tonic, aphrodisiac and anodyne. Seeds are useful to cure cough, chronic cystitis, gleet, gonorrhoea; used for 
anti-ageing, promoting semen quantity and increasing physical strength. Psychosomatic medicinal use of seeds related to 
scorpion bite treatment is also reported. Roots are nervine tonic, anodyne; useful to cure nervous pains, paralysis, strangury, 
fevers, chest affection, and urethritis. Bark is astringent and diuretic. Leaves are cooked and eaten for bleeding piles, boils, ulcers, 
fomentation to painful parts of body and decoction is used for toothache and tender gums. 

The sprawling 286 acre campus of Shiv Nadar University is blessed with natural bounty and enjoys 
the company of diverse flora and fauna. In this edition, continuing with our exploration of medicinal 
plants, we bring to you Abutilon Indicum (L.) Sweet (Indian mallow). And, one of our International 
guests, Ruff, who flocks to SNU Lake every winter traveling thousand of miles.

Ruff

The Ruff (Calidris pugnax) is a medium-sized wading bird that 
breeds in marshes and wet meadows across northern Eurasia. 
This highly gregarious sandpiper is migratory and sometimes 
forms huge flocks in its winter grounds, which include southern 
and western Europe, Africa, southern Asia and Australia. Ruff is 
a regular guest at SNU Lake and can be spotted in and around 
the nearby wetlands.

The ruff is a long-necked, pot-bellied bird. The male is much 
larger than the female (the reeve), and has a breeding 
plumage that includes brightly colored head tufts, bare orange 
facial skin, extensive black on the breast, and the large collar of ornamental feathers that inspired this bird's English name. The 
female and the non-breeding male have grey-brown upperparts and mainly white underparts. Three differently plumaged types of 
male, including a rare form that mimics the female, use a variety of strategies to obtain mating opportunities at a lek, and the 
colorful head and neck feathers are erected as part of the elaborate main courting display. The female has one brood per year and 
lays four eggs in a well-hidden ground nest, incubating the eggs and rearing the chicks, which are mobile soon after hatching, on 
their own.

The ruff forages in wet grassland and soft mud, probing or searching by sight for edible items. It primarily feeds on insects, 
especially in the breeding season, but it will consume plant material, including rice and maize, on migration and in winter.
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Campus Beat

Khao Gali - a Food Festival organized by Students - 13 April 2018

HAEMO-HELP Blood Donation Drive - 19 April 2018

Admissions Information Session - 14 April 2018 | 26 May 2018
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Campus Beat

MFA Exhibition at Kiran Nadar Museum of Art, Noida - 20-30 April 2018

International Day of Yoga - 21 June 2018
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BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS

3
Books and 

Book Chapters

32
   Journal Articles 

Published

8
   Journal Articles 

Accepted

36
   Conference Papers & 

Presentation
   Invited Lectures & 

Talks

18

Publications Faculty Publications and  Scholarly Activities

(April - June, 2018)

School of Engineering

School of Engineering

Dr. Sailesh Behera
Book Chapter: “Development of GIS-Based optimization method for selection of transportation routes in municipal solid waste management” in 
Advances in Waste Management; Dr. Sailesh Behera; Springer Nature

Department of Civil Engineering

School of Natural Sciences

Dr. Koyeli Mapa
Book Chapter: “Hsp70: a multi-tasking chaperone at the crossroad of cellular proteostasis” in Regulation of Heat Shock Protein Responses; 
Vignesh Kumar and Koyeli Mapa; Edited by Prof. Alexzander A. A. Asea and Dr. Punit Kaur; Springer, Heat Shock Protein Series

Department of Life Sciences

Dr. Jyoti Sharma
Book: Illustrated Flora: Part of Western Uttar Pradesh and Delhi NCR, India; Jyoti K. Sharma, Amit K. Tripathi, Mohd. Ahmad; Shiv Nadar 
University and Siya Publishing House

Centre For Environmental Sciences And Engineering

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS

School of Engineering
Department of Mechanical Engineering

Dr. Dipak Maity Dr. Harpreet Singh Arora and Dr. Harpreet Singh Grewal
K. Ganeshlenin, A. Sudame, T. Luthera, K. Saini, D. Maity; 
“Functionalized Hydrophilic Superparamagnetic Iron Oxide 
Nanoparticles for Magnetic Fluid Hyperthermia Application in Liver 
Cancer Treatment”; ACS Omega 

R.B. Nair, H.S. Arora, P. Mandal, Santanu Das, H.S. Grewal; 
“High‐Performance Microwave‐Derived Multi‐Principal Element 
Alloy Coatings for Tribological Application”; Advanced Engineering 
Materials

Mr. Nishant Mishra and Dr. Santanu Mitra Dr. Santanu Mitra 
Nishant Mishra, Anand Sagar Gupta, Jishnav Dawar, Alok Kumar 
and Santanu Mitra; “Numerical and Experimental Study on 
Performance Enhancement of Darrieus Vertical Axis Wind Turbine 
with Wingtip Devices”; ASME Journal of Energy Resources 
Technology

P. Laws, R.V. Bethi, P. Kumar, Santanu Mitra; “Improved design of 
Savonius rotor for green energy production from moving Singapore 
metropolitan rapid transit train inside tunnel, Journal of Proceedings 
of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers”; Part C: Journal of 
Mechanical Engineering Science

Department of Civil Engineering

Dr. Sailesh Behera 
Tomatis M., Xu H., Wei C., Bishop M.T., He J., Wang C., Zhao M., Xiao H., Yu H., Behera S.N., Tang B.; “Comparative study of Mn/Co binary 
metal catalysts supported on two commercial diatomaceous earths for oxidation of benzene”; Catalysts

Parida B.R., Behera S.N., Oinam B., Patel N.R., Sahoo R.N.; “Investigating the effects of episodic Super-cyclone 1999 and Phailin 2013 on 
hydro-meteorological parameters and agriculture: An application of remote sensing”; Remote Sensing Applications: Society and 
Environment

Mechanical And Civil Engineering Departments 

Dr. Harpreet Singh Arora, Dr. Harpreet Singh Grewal (Mechanical) and Dr. Sailesh Behera (Civil)
Abhishek Babu, H.S. Arora, Sailesh N. Behera, M. Sharma, H.S. Grewal; “Towards highly durable bimodal composite claddings using 
microwave processing”; Surface and Coatings Technology

Department of Chemical Engineering

Dr. Sanjeev Yadav and Dr. V.M. Rajesh
Tiwari A., Rajesh V.M., Yadav S.; “Biodiesel Production in Microreactors – A Review; Energy for Sustainable Development 

Dr. V.M. Rajesh
V.M. Rajesh, Vivek V. Buwa; “Volume-of-Fluid Simulations of Gas-Liquid-Liquid Flows in Minichannels”; Chemical Engineering Journal

Singh D., Yadav S., Rajesh V.M., Mohanty P.; “Groundnut Shell Gasification Performance in a Fluidized Bed Gasifier with Bubbling Air as 
Gasification Medium”; Environmental Technology

Department of Computer Science And Engineering

Dr. Rajeev Kumar SinghDr. Debopam Acharya
Bakul Budhiraja, Prasad Pathak, Debopam Acharya; “Studying 
Surface and Canopy Layer Urban Heat Island at Micro-scale using 
Multi-sensor Data in Geographic Information Systems"; International 
Journal of Applied Geospatial Research

Rajeev Kumar Singh ,  Santosh Kumar, Karmeshu; “A New 
Approximation for PDF of K Distribution: Analytical Study of QoS 
Parameters in  Free Space Opt ical  Communicat ion;  IET 
Communications
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Publications

Department of Chemistry And Life Sciences

Dr. Bimlesh Lochab (Chemistry) and Dr. Seema 
Sehrawat (Life Sciences)
Nisha Yadav, Naveen Kumar, Peeyush Prasad, Shivani Shirbhate, 
Seema Sehrawat, Bimlesh Lochab; “Stable dispersions of covalently 
tethered PEG-PAMAM-Graphene oxide Nanoconjugates as an 
effective payload for siRNA for Breast Cancer Therapy”; ACS Appl. 
Mater. Interfaces

Dr. Bimlesh Lochab (Chemistry), Dr. Seema Sehrawat 
(Life Sciences) and Dr. Shailja Singh (Life Sciences)
Vijeta Sharma, Nagarjuna Amarnath, Swapnil Shukla, R. Ayana, Nisha 
Yadav, Deepika Kannan, Naveen Kumar, Seema Sehrawat, Soumya 
Pati, B. Lochab, S. Singh; “Benzoxazine derivatives of phytophenols 
show anti-plasmodial activity via sodium homeostasis disruption”; 
Bioorg. Medicin. Chem. Lett.

Department of Physics And Life Sciences

Dr. Sajal Ghosh (Physics), Dr. Ashish Gupta (Life Sciences) and Dr. Richa Priyadarshini (Life Sciences)
G. Bhattacharya, R.P. Giri, A. Dubey, S. Mitra, R. Priyadarshini, A. Gupta, M.K. Mukhopadhyayb, S.K. Ghosh; “Structural changes in cellular 
membranes induced by ionic liquids: From model to bacterial membranes”; Chemistry and Physics of Lipids

Department of Chemistry
Dr. Debdas Ray

Indranil Bhattacharjee, Nita Ghosh,  Abhinav Raina, Jyotishman Dasgupta, Debdas Ray; “Conformational switching via an intramolecular H-
bond modulates the fluorescence lifetime in a novel coumarin–imidazole conjugate”; Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys.

Indranil Bhattacharjee, Nirmalya Acharya, Harsh Bhatia, Debdas Ray; 
“Dual Emission through Thermally Activated Delayed Fluorescence 
and Room-Temperature Phosphorescence, and Their Thermal 
Enhancement via Solid-State Structural Change in a Carbazole-
Quinoline Conjugate”; J. Phys. Chem. Lett.

Harsh Bhatia, Indranil Bhattacharjee, Debdas Ray; “Biluminescence 
via Fluorescence and Persistent Phosphorescence in Amorphous 
Organic Donor(D4)-Acceptor(A) Conjugates, and Application in Data 
Security Protection”; J. Phys. Chem. Lett. 

Dr. Soumya Pati and Dr. Shailja Singh
Ayana R., Singh S., Pati S.; “Deconvolution of Human Brain Cell Type Transcriptomes Unraveled Microglia-Specific Potential Biomarkers”; 
Frontiers in Neurology
Dr. Soumya Pati, Dr. Swati Garg and Dr. Shailja Singh
Ayana R., Preeti Yadav, Rajesh Kumari, Dandugudumula Ramu, Swati Garg, Soumya Pati, Shailja Singh; “Identification and Characterization of 
a Novel Palmitoyl Acyltransferase as a Druggable Rheostat of Dynamic Palmitoylome in L. donovani”; Front. Cell. Infect. Microbiol.

Department of Life Sciences
Dr. Rohini Garg
Himanshi Bhatia, Niraj Khemka, Mukesh Jain, Rohini Garg; “Genome-wide bisulphite-sequencing reveals organ-specific methylation patterns 
in chickpea”; Scientific Reports

School of Natural Sciences

Department of Sociology

Dr. Tuhina Ganguly
Tuhina Ganguly; “Connecting their Selves: The Discourse of Karma, 
Calling and Surrendering among Western Spiritual Practitioners in 
India”; Journal of the American Academy of Religion

Department of International Relations & Governance Studies

Dr. Rajeswari S. Raina
Gerber, Julien-Francois, Rajeswari Raina; “Post-Growth in the global 
South? Some Reflections from India and Bhutan”; Ecological 
Economics

School of Humanities And Social Sciences

Centre For Public Affairs And Critical Theory
Dr. Sreedeep Bhattacharya
Sreedeep Bhattacharya; “Hill of Gems, Gems of Labour – Mining in the Borderlands”; Kyoto Review of South East Asia
Centre For Informatics
Dr. Vijay Kumar
Anu Bala, Arpan Krishna Deb, Vijay Kumar; “Atomic and Electronic structure of Two-dimensional Inorganic Halide Perovskites An+1MnX3n+1 (n 
= 1 – 6, A = Cs, M = Pb and Sn, and X = Cl, Br, and I) from Ab initio Calculations”; J. Phys. Chem. C.
T.K. Bijoy, P. Murugan, Vijay Kumar; “Atomic Structure and Electronic Properties of A2B2XY (A = Si-Pb, B = Cl-I, and XY = PN and SiS) Inorganic 
Double Helices:  First Principles Calculations”; Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys. 

Dr. Arindam Mondal

Dr. Jaideep Ghosh
Ghosh Jaideep, Kshitij Avinash; “Examining the Emergence of Large-scale Structures in Collaboration Networks: Methods in Sociological 
Analysis”; Sociological Methods & Research

Arindam Mondal; “How Does Family Involvement Affect a Firm’s 
Internationalization? An Investigation of Indian Family Firms”; Global 
Strategy Journal

Arindam Mondal ; “Sources of business unit performance 
heterogeneity in India: The influence of ownership”; Vikalpa: The 
Journal for Decision Makers by IIM Ahmedabad 

School of Management & Enterpreneurship

Dr. Alok Kanjilal, Dr. Sankar Dhar and Dr. Sajal Ghosh
A. Barman, C.P. Saini, P. Sarkar, G. Bhattacharjee, G. Bhattacharya, S. 
Srivastava, B. Satpati, D. Kanjilal, S. Ghosh, S. Dhar, A. Kanjilal; 
“Resistive Switching Behavior in Oxygen Ion Irradiated TiO2-x Films”; 
J. Phys. D: Appl. Phys.

Dr. Sajal Kumar Ghosh
G. Bhattacharya, S. Mitra, P. Mandal, S. Dutta, R.P. Giri, S.K. Ghosh; 
“Thermodynamics of interaction of ionic liquids with lipid monolayer”; 
Biophysical Reviews

Department of Physics

Dr. Sudeepto Bhattacharya
Saurabh Shanu, Sudeepto Bhattacharya; “A computational approach for designing tiger corridors in India; Proceedings of 3rd International 
Conference on Next Generation Computing, Springer

Department of Mathematics 
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In Media
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Whistling Teal appreciates the Shiv Nadar University Community for their valuable inputs and contributions

Editorial Team: Anil Nair, Chetna Mehra

Design: K. Krishna 

Flora-Fauna: Prof. Jyoti Kumar Sharma, Prof. Amber Habib

Special Thanks: Gajula Harish Adithya, Harsha Vytla

For any query or suggestion, please write to whistlingteal@snu.edu.in

Disclaimer:
The editorial team has taken all the necessary precautions to ensure correctness of data. However, we advice you to 
contact the respective departments for updated information
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173 faculty members drawn from the
best universities globally including
Cambridge, Cornell, DU, Harvard, Houston,
IITs, IISC, Jadavpur, JNU, MIT, Oxford,
Rutgers & Texas

16 Undergraduate Programs

12 Masters Programs

15 Doctoral Programs

Over 400 Students got work experience
through On Campus Jobs

 at a Private Indian University
First High Performance Computing Cluster
(HPCC)

Opportunity for Undergraduate students to
undertake research projects

Ongoing research in Labour Law, Analysis
of Big Data, DNA Bioinformatics,
Education, Cancer, Malaria, Nanomaterials,
Renewable Energy

Scholarly & Creative contributions 
(Since 2011) of faculty members

- 136 Books and Chapters

- 617 Journal Articles

- 724 Conference Papers & Presentations

- 71 Extramural Projects (Since 2011)

-  - Extramural Research Funding ̀20.96 Cr.

- ̀  198 Cr. - Internal Research Investment

Shiv Nadar University, NH 91, Tehsil Dadri, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh - 201314, India

Tel: +91-120-3819100  •  Email: admissions@snu.edu.in   •  Website: www.snu.edu.in

Estd. 2011

286 Acre Campus

18 Lakh sq. ft. Built-up Area

 ̀1500 Cr. Investment till date

As on 30 June 2018

View of Academic Block

/ShivNadarVarsity @ShivNadarUniv @ShivNadarUniv

5 Schools

18 Departments

6 Research Centers

155 State-of-the art Labs and Studios

International Collaborations - NYU, Duke
Univ., Univ. of Bologna, Heidelberg 
Univ., Peking Univ., Babson College, 
N+I Network of Institutions, Ontario India 
Network, Gothenburg Univ., Deakin 
Univ., Wellington Institute & Whitireia NZ


