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The otherwise long, quiet, and lazy summer days of the year, when everything 
seems to slow down, are spent much differently at Shiv Nadar University. It is 

the time when graduating batch gears up to step into the world outside, and starts a 
new life. The long, lazy days turn into clocked hours left to be with the friends who 
have been their family as well for the past four years. The otherwise quiet days are 
filled with frenzy, as they don’t want to miss a chance to spend that perfect moment 
at the campus that they are going to remember for their coming lives; and fittingly 
so, these moments arrive - the farewells, the goodbyes, and the good news that come 
in the form of a splendid job, or a much awaited admission in the program of choice. 
The final moments are marked by the proud day - the Convocation Ceremony.... 

The current issue of Whistling Teal is dedicated to these special moments of 
Convocation Ceremony 2019, which saw the graduation of more than 580 
graduating students, including 20 Ph.D.s, from various streams including 
Engineering, Natural Sciences, Humanities & Social Sciences, Business and Arts. 

The ceremony was marked by the presence of Mr. Arun Sarin, KBE, former CEO of 
Vodafone, and current board member of Cisco, Accenture and Charles Schwab and 
a Silicon Valley investor; and Padma Bhushan Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, a distinguished 
economist, & Chairperson, Board of Governors, ICRIER, as Guests of Honour. 

The Convocation was an event to remember, as our Founder and Chancellor, Mr. 
Shiv Nadar addressed the gathering, and conferred honorary doctorate on four 
eminent personalities including Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri Dr. Ashok Seth; Lord 
Charles Powell; Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma Shri Dr. Krishnaswamy 
Kasturirangan; and Mr. Mike Lawrie of DXC Technology. Read these luminaries’ 
words of wisdom for the graduating Class, and more in the current edition of 
Whistling Teal. 

The 17th Edition of Whistling Teal is special in ways more than one, as you witness 
a new avatar of the University’s Official Newsletter. Along with a new look and 
feel, we bringing to you more incisive reports, covering all facets of the University. 
There’s much on the platter this time, as you go through the edition, read the Shiv 
Nadar University experience of an exchange student; the new appointments; and 
learn about the new DST Fellowships and research equipment. Hope you enjoy the 
‘new’ Whistling Teal.

Editorial Team

www.facebook.com//ShivNadarVarsity
twitter.com/@ShivNadarUniv

Scan Here For 
16th  Edition
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SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY CELEBRATES FIFTH CONVOCATION 
CEREMONY

CONVOCATION CEREMONY 2019

Shiv Nadar University celebrated 
its fifth Convocation Ceremony 

at its Greater Noida campus on 
18 May 2019. The University 
awarded degrees to more than 
580 graduating students, including 
20 Ph.D.s, from various streams 
of Engineering, Natural Sciences, 
Humanities & Social Sciences, Fine 
Arts, as well as Management, and 
recognized best performances with 
special awards and distinctions. 

(Sir) Arun Sarin KBE, former CEO 
of Vodafone, and current board 
member of Cisco, Accenture and 
Charles Schwab & a Silicon Valley 
investor; and Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, 
Padma Bhushan, a distinguished 
economist, and Chairperson, Board 
of Governors, the Indian Council 
for Research on International 
Economic Relations (ICRIER), 
attended the Convocation as the 
Guests of Honour, and addressed 
the gathering. The Guests of Honor 
congratulated the graduates on 
their success, and commended 
the University’s efforts to create a 

holistic learning environment for the 
students. The Convocation was also 
attended by distinguished members 
from academia, industry bodies, 
government, and media, along with 
Shiv Nadar University’s faculty 
mentors, staff, students and their 
proud parents.

The University Chancellor, Mr. Shiv 
Nadar also conferred honorary 
doctorates on four distinguished 
individuals, namely Dr. Ashok 
Seth, Padma Bhushan, Padma Shri, 
world-renowned cardiologist & the 
Chairman of Fortis Escorts Heart 
Institute; Lord Charles Powell, an 
eminent British diplomat, politician 
& businessman; Dr. Krishnaswamy 
Kasturirangan, Padma Vibhushan, 
Padma Bhushan, Padma Shri 
awardee; distinguished Indian 
space scientist & former head 
of ISRO; and Mr. Mike Lawrie, 
Global Technology Leader & 
President, CEO and Chairman, 
DXC Technology, in recognition of 
their outstanding achievements and 
significant contributions to society 
in their respective fields.

 

Mr. Shiv Nadar, Founder and 
Chancellor of Shiv Nadar University 
declared the Fifth Convocation 
Ceremony open and delivered 
the Chancellor’s Address. In his 
powerful and motivating talk, he 

said, “When you step out, think of 

taking risk. Only those who take 
risk, will go far in life. You carry 
the legacy of our collective dream 
from this campus. You have the 
tools and the knowledge to become 
tomorrow’s leaders. Go out, take 
risks, and change the world. For that 
is my dream. And your calling” Mr. 
Nadar is the Founder and Chairman 
of HCL Enterprise, an $8.3 billion 
global enterprise. He founded the 
University in 2011 with a vision to 
create a world renowned institution 
for multidisciplinary education, 
embedded in innovation and 
research. 

Dr. Rupamanajari Ghosh, Vice Chancellor, Shiv Nadar 
University presented the Annual Report 2018-19 at 
the Fifth Convocation Ceremony. “In the last Centur 
innovation remained strongly coupled with STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) 
subjects. SNU’s offering of integrated “STEAM+” 
(STEM + Art & Design + more) disciplines, our 
emphasis on critical thinking & creative problem 
solving, and the training & experience of cross-
connecting of ideas give our students a clear advantage 
even in the face of world-wide challenges for the ‘Future 
of Work’,” she said. 

Mr. Arun Sarin (Knight of the British Empire), Former 
CEO of Vodafone and current board member of Cisco, 
Accenture and Charles Schwab was the Chief Guest at 
the Convocation. “Follow your passion, and be good 
at it! Technology based innovation will change the 
world. So be ready for it. Think big, and take risk. Make 
the world a better place,” said Mr. Sarin during his 
commencement address. 

Padma Bhushan, Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, Chairperson, 
Indian Council for Research on International Economic 
Relations (ICRIER) was the Special Guest. “I have no 
doubt that Shiv Nadar University’s multidisciplinary 
curriculum and the value system you have imbibed 
here will be an asset as you progress in life,” said 
Dr. Ahluwalia. Talking about the disruptive role of 

technology, she added, “Colleges and schools need to 
inculcate team spirit rather than individual excellence, 
and adapt to changes as technology makes old jobs 
redundant.” 

More than 100 organisations from across sectors visited 
Shiv Nadar University to recruit students, who opted for 
placements, from the graduating Class of 2019. Some of 
the leading organizations that have recruited students 

from the University include Goldman Sachs, Dell, TCS, 
WNS, Cognizant, Daikin, Honda, HP, Ashok Leyland, and 
Schindler. Shiv Nadar University also announced that a 
substantial number of students have received graduate 
admission and financial aid offers from top institutions 
and Universities across the world.
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ADDRESS AT 
CONVOCATION 

CEREMONY 2019 
Mr. Shiv Nadar

Founder & Chairman, HCL and Shiv Nadar Foundation
Founder & Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University

Good afternoon everyone. I welcome you to the 
fifth Convocation of the Shiv Nadar University. 
Though I have been deeply involved with 
establishing this University over the last eight 
years (since inception), I am honored and also 
overwhelmed to address you today for the 
first time as the Chancellor of this exceptional 
University in the making.

I extend a warm welcome to all of you - our 
guests of honor Mr. Arun Sarin, and Dr. Isher 
Ahluwalia, graduating students - the stars of 
today, their proud parents, members of the 
faculty and staff who have played a highly 
important role in our students’ success, and 
all of you gathered here today. Your presence 
makes this day special for all of us.
 
I would also like to thank our imminent guests 
who have allowed the University the privilege 
to confer honorary doctorates upon them - 
Dr. Ashok Seth, Lord Charles Powell, Dr. K. 
Kasturirangan, and Mr. Mike Lawrie. I am 
delighted to welcome you as you join the Shiv 
Nadar University family today with your highly 
distinguished lineage.

Albert Einstein said, “Imagination is more 
important than knowledge, for knowledge is 
limited… but imagination encircles the world.” 
This is what the Shiv Nadar University stands 
for - imagination pushing the frontiers of 
knowledge.

Today I feel privileged to come back to this 
institution that we painstakingly spent countless 
hours envisioning - a truly great university with 

some of the best minds of the world.

One of them was Mr. T.S.R. Subramanian the 
other was Dr. Nikhil Sinha, they all gave their 
highly valuable thoughts to build this University, 
one piece at a time. 

Mr. Subramanian, who retired as the Cabinet 
Secretary of India, was an exceptional 
individual. He was only 12 years old when 
he passed SSLC, which was the Grade 12 
equivalent then. Given his age, he could pursue 
higher education in only one college and so he 
went to Calcutta (today Kolkata) and finished 
college. But he was still only 15, he then went 
to Imperial College, for his masters, and then 
cleared his IAS exams, becoming the youngest 
person to pass out of IAS. 

He is the one who suggested and encouraged 
me to set up the Shiv Nadar University, 
which has been a true labor of love for me 
and the teams that worked alongside me. 
The University probably is the most powerful 
institution of the Shiv Nadar Foundation. It 
has immense potential to drive transformative 
change in higher education and advancing the 
cost of creating research based knowledge. 
And consequently, to create employment 
while helping solve the world’s most pressing 
problems. 

Let me rewind to the days when we began 
thinking of establishing the University. The 
thought of setting up the University came to my 
mind because that was something that I missed 
when I was in college. I studied Engineering but 

Albert Einstein said, “Imagination is more important than knowledge, 
for knowledge is limited… but imagination encircles the world.” This 
is what the Shiv Nadar University stands for - imagination pushing 

the frontiers of knowledge.
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I really liked Economics and Physics. This 
was about 50 years ago and institutions 
then did not offer the option to study 
subjects across streams. I wanted to 
change that and thought that someday 
we should fulfill this gap. The second 
experience that prompted me was when 
my daughter was studying at Northwestern 
(in the US) and had chosen to pursue 
Economics; however, she switched to 
Communications after a couple of years. 
To be able to offer this kind of flexibility 
and choice to students requires a lot of 
ground work in place - a university will 
need great faculty across a wide range of 
subjects to enable a wide width of potential 
education. We wanted to build a university 
like that here (in India) and we proposed 
the same to the then State Government. Ms. 
Mayavati, who was the Chief Minister at 
that time was convinced about the model 
and said, “What you say sounds very 
good, what is that we can do?” I asked 
her for land at a reasonable price and also 
requested her to legislate the university so 
that we would not be in a tight spot looking 
for a legislation after 15 years, something 
that happened to us in Tamil Nadu with an 
engineering college after 10 years. 

After long huddles with the academicians 
and expert teams brainstorming ideas for 
establishing the university, we travelled 
across the world to learn from the best 
institutions. In the UK and the US when 
we saw Oxford and Cambridge competing, 
we went to Cambridge University and 
then followed it up with a visit to Oxford. I 
remember the Vice Chancellor of Oxford, 
quipping, “So you went and met the people 
who are younger than us?” Now, they 
(Oxford) are 800 years old and Cambridge 
is 700 years old (laughs).

We thought, we have ancient schools 
as well but they have not incorporated 
learnings of a modern education system. 
We thought we’ll build something which will 
offer modern education and then hand it 
over to experts from the industry including 
the Vice Chancellor, the President, and the 
professors to take it to greater heights. 

I have visited some of the finest universities 
of the world and before we started working 
towards establishing the Shiv Nadar 
University, we wanted to go and experience 
the best practices at the Ivy League schools 
- Harvard, Yale, UPenn, Stanford, and 
Berkeley. Incidentally, one of the Professors 
from Harvard was on the board of HCL 
Technologies then. The Dean of Engineering 
from Berkeley, also joined the board of HCL 
and completed five years before stepping 
down and we learned immensely from 
our interactions with these people. When 
we were at UPenn, one of the professors 
described what is a great university. He said, 

“A great university is the one that creates 
more knowledge than it consumes.” This is 
a very simple but deeply profound thought, 
and you can do that only when you commit 
to supporting and driving  great research. I 
hope we are doing well in that area. 

When I look at the QS University rankings, 
especially the Universities that rank at the 
top, I see half of these institutions are in the 
US or the UK, and they are all grounded 
in research. They follow a research 
based education model that encourages 
imagination and pushes the frontiers of 
knowledge. Today, China is doing this. In 
India, the Indian Institute of Science does 
this well. During my time as the Chairman of 
the Board of Governors at IIT Kharagpur I 
found them to be following a similar model 
and consequently they have ranked in the 
top 500 in these global rankings. But there 
is a long way to go. In our University, we 

conceived it by assimilating learnings from 
these great universities and of course by 
our oldest institution, SSN, which was 
founded in 1996 and is now legislated to be 
a University.

It’s clear that becoming a globally 
recognized institution is a factor of how 
much research work we do and how much 
the researchers teach. We have stayed true 
to our vision of building a great institution. 

I don’t know of another institution where 
you could cross over into other disciplines 
and given that HCL is one of the largest 
recruiters of students from the education 
system I have a fair view of the ecosystem. 
What we have found consistently is that the 
students who come from the Shiv Nadar 
University are significantly superior to 
their peers who just study a narrow single 
discipline. I think our approach to education 
has enabled a broader thinking in our 
students. 

What does it mean to be multidisciplinary 
and why is it so important? 
Multidisciplinary education by design is 
aimed at breaking the mould of education 
in silos, which has governed the education 
system in our country historically, and, 
continues to do so even today. I remember 
the time I was a student, I did not like going 
to classes and instead preferred studying 

in the library because I already knew what 
was being taught, so self-study or project 
work looked more exciting to me. It helped 
me attempt and understand new things. I 
remember it was the same during holidays 
as well, as I would stay back and work on a 
few projects. And these are the things which 
later on became a part of my life. I would 
constantly be working on new projects and 
one of those became a new company. 

I have visited some of the finest universities of the world and 
before we started working towards establishing the Shiv Nadar 
University, we wanted to go and experience the best practices 

at the Ivy League schools - Harvard, Yale, UPenn, Stanford, and 
Berkeley. 
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It is not easy to start a company with the 
little money that we had and then build it 
to be one of India’s largest organizations. 
Today we have 1,37,000 people and that’s 
a very large number. We are also one of 
the top 15 companies of this continent and 
this is only because the innovative mindset 
is common across all the top management 
and their teams. We don’t say no to any new 
idea, instead we encourage such thinking in 
all our people. For e.g. our research division 
is constituted by 30,000 employees and  is 
the largest R&D in the world. They drive 
some cutting edge research work and the 
products that comes out of it go to the 
channels of IBM and CISCO. These are not 
simple products but complex technology 
oriented products. So if you plan to pursue 
serious research outside your institution, 
that’s one option that you have and you may 
end up creating something which is really 
out of the world.
 

Don’t forget names like Google and Apple, 
who are amongst the most innovative 
companies today, you know they all came 
from people like you. Look at Microsoft, 
Satya is a very simple person, he studied 
here in a college no different than yours. 

He did his Engineering from Manipal and 
went on to do his Masters and Ph.D. When 
I met him first he was working for the R&D 
division of Microsoft. I remember him 
saying that institutions in India are no less, 
we just have to put our mind to it and take 
them to global standards. 

Sundar Pichai came from an ordinary family 
in Madurai, went overseas and decided to 
bend it, and then came to where he is. You 
have similar backgrounds and have had 
the opportunity to study at this institution. 
Today 570 of you will graduate, when you 
go out think of these people and where they 
come from and what they have achieved…
you can do the same.

But that is a bit about technologies. 
We should equally work on the field of 
Mathematics or Economics. One of our 
previous guest speakers, Dr. Raghuram 

Rajan, has done a lot of work in the field of 
Economics but do you know he studied to 
be an engineer first and then went into a 
totally different field. The multidisciplinary 
nature of the University of Chicago allowed 
him to do that. The multidisciplinary 
language and training at the Shiv Nadar 

University will give you a clear edge and 
skills required to face the challenges of an 
ever-evolving world that we live in today.

Students, I couldn’t be more proud when 
I say that everybody at the university 
has worked hard to realize this vision, 
the faculty under the guidance of the 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ghosh, brilliantly 
shouldered the task of shaping your future 
and inspiring you every day to ask new 
questions. They have shaped you to emerge 
as leaders of this brave new world. Then 
there are staff who have worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes to make sure we are a 
great university beyond academics. There 
is a lot more they have suggested, I should 
talk of, but then you will never get your 
degree (quips). 

So, graduating students I believe that your 
time at this University has equipped you 
to attack any situation. One suggestion I 
want to leave you with is that when you 
step out think about taking risks, as only 
those who take risks will go far… so work 
on finding how far you can really go. You 
carry the legacy of a collective dream 
from this campus and have the tools and 
the knowledge to be leaders of tomorrow. 
Go out, take the risks and take a shot at 
changing the world. That is what was my 
dream, now this is your calling.
 
Thank you. 

You carry the legacy of a collective dream from this campus and 
have the tools and the knowledge to be leaders of tomorrow. 
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Good afternoon everybody. A very warm welcome to 
all of you. And the first order of business is for us to 

give all of you who are graduating today a nice round of 
applause. My congratulations to you and your families 
as 1) This is a superb achievement. 2) You are graduating 
from a great university. 3) This is an important milestone 
for you as you launch your careers into the future. 

Finally, I congratulate you in advance on the impact 
that you are going to have on everyone around you, 
your family, your friends, your businesses that you’ll be 
involved in, institutions, and more broadly the society. I 
know you will make a big impact. You sit here today at 
a very special time in history. The time that’s filled with 
exciting developments here in India, and in the rest of 
the world with all sorts of promises. As I think back on 
my own life, when I graduated in 1975, India was not 
rising spectacularly on the world scene as it is today. 
And there was no concept of brand “India”. You are 
about to embark on your journey as I did more than 40 
years ago. And the only difference between you and me 
is your youthfulness and my experience.

Experience teaches and I’d like to share some of my 
learnings with you. I’d like to share four core thoughts 
for you. 1) Follow your passion and be really good at 
what you do. 2) Technology based innovations will 
fundamentally change the world that we live in, so be 
a part of it. 3) Think big, and take risks along the way 
and 4) Leave the world a better place. Let me elaborate 
a little bit on these thoughts. But before I do so, it’s 
important to remember that you must have fun along the 
way. Life is beautiful, smile and enjoy the journey.

Now on 1) having a passion and being really good at 
what you do. Sometimes it takes a while to know what 
you’re truly passionate about. When I graduated from 
IIT Kharagpur for I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do. 
Whether I wanted to go to the US, stay in India and get 
an MBA. For a long time, I had been doing things that 
others expected me to do, and not because I wanted to 
do them. I chose to go to California to get my Master’s 
degree in engineering and then moved to the business 
school on the recommendation of my friend, Robbie. She 
was my girlfriend then, and she is my wife and partner 

Mr. Arun Sarin 
(Knight of the British Empire)

Former CEO of Vodafone and current 
board member of Cisco, Accenture 

and Charles Schwab

GUEST 
OF HONOR
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You now have awareness, complex problem solving 
capabilities, a network, and a desire to make a 

difference. The variable here is your personal level 
of ambition and willingness to take risks and the 

ability to execute on your dreams.

for the last 40 years. By the way, it is really good 
to have a good partner in life who share your 
goals and aspirations and who can give you a 
good ‘gyaan’ every once in a while. After my MBA 
and a stint in management consulting I found 
my passion for business, for leadership, and for 
technology. So my advice to you is do what you 
want to do. And if you’re pursuing your passion 
it’s easier to be excellent because it takes a lot 
of time. It takes a long time to be excellent. A 
corollary to this is don’t settle for mediocrity. 
Always be the best in whatever you choose to do, 
and once you have acted on your passion make 
sure you’re always focused on learning constantly. 
The world is changing, understand the latest 
developments and opportunities and be current. 
Just because you’re leaving school doesn’t mean 
you’re not going to be learning every single day 
of your life. So in summary, always be passionate 
and be the best and have fun along the way.

 2) Technology based innovations..., be part 
of it. As I mentioned we are living in a very 
special time in history. One where the impact 
of technology and new business models have 
come together for exponential innovations for 
consumers for businesses and for society. These 
innovations will flourish across all sectors all 
geographies and everyone can participate in this 
innovation. No business, no industry, no individual 
is immune from the potential disruptions that 
are coming from these innovations. Your role 
is to be part of this innovation. In 1984, I saw 
the impact of mobile phones while at AirTouch 
and later at Vodafone, fundamentally permitting 
mobility across our lives for connectedness, 
for commerce, and for entertainment. Today 
we are seeing an explosion in the number 
and the impacts of innovation whether it’s in 
transportation with autonomous vehicles or 
electric vehicles, or ride sharing - the promise 
of more affordable convenient transportation 
for all. Whether it’s in healthcare where there’s 
an explosion of medical data, medical research, 
drug efficacy coupled with artificial intelligence 
which will promise better life, and lower health 
care costs for all. Whether it’s an e-commerce 
where a transformational combination of product 
selection, low prices, efficient delivery, and highly 
accurate recommendation engines will transform 
how we shop. The world is changing rapidly. Be 
part of it.

3) Onto the third core thought, thinking big 
and taking risks along the way. As I mentioned 
the world is full of promising innovations 
and opportunities. Coupled with this is your 
graduation from the Shiv Nadar University. You 
now have awareness, complex problem solving 
capabilities, a network, and a desire to make a 
difference. The variable here is your personal 
level of ambition and willingness to take risks 
and the ability to execute on your dreams. None 
of the innovations in transportation, healthcare, 
and e-commerce were born out of sameness 
or conservatism. Instead they were born by 
an individual or a group of individuals having 
a dream, acting on a vision, understanding 
the risk of their ideas, and being committed 

to succeeding. And if you think they didn’t have 
failures and setbacks you’re wrong. Everyone 
experiences these in their journey of life. I’ve had my 
own important learnings along the way. In the year 
2000, after we sold AirTouch my company in San 
Francisco to Vodafone for $75 billion, I became the 
chief executive of a small Internet company. After a 
few months, I realized, it was not my cup of tea, and 
nine months later I left. Some of my friends asked 
you ran one of the largest companies in America, why 
did you take on this internet company assignment 
because it looks like a failure. I didn’t think it was 
a failure. I was learning about the Internet, I was 
learning a lot about new things. I was making myself 
current. Two years later, I was asked to be the chief 
executive of Vodafone - the largest mobile operator 
in the world. So, my message to you is don’t be afraid 
of failure. Now, on the other hand, don’t make this a 
habit either. Have big aspirations, take risks and learn 
every step on the way. The world is your oyster, full 
of opportunities, full of fascinating journeys, and full 
of personal growth. Take advantage of this amazing 
time in history. Have a dream - a personal dream, a 
professional dream, an innovation dream, take risks 
and don’t be afraid of making a mistake. Learn, think 
big, and have fun along the way.

Are you noticing a theme here? “Having fun along 
the way.”

4) Finally, leave the world a better place. We live in 
a world with incredible opportunities and progress 
but we should also be mindful of those in need who 
haven’t had the access, or resources, or the benefits 
like many of us. My message to you is to serve 
others. Make the world a better place. Whatever 
you do, wherever you go, whatever you touch make 
it better. Be a good human being. Whether you’re a 
son, a daughter, a brother, a father, or a mother - be 
a good human being. You should aspire to be the 
best professionally and beyond that be generous. 
Give your time, volunteer, give back to society, help 
others, and be a good mentor. In my own case, I 
love university settings, hence I’m here. I haven’t 
had a chance to tell you about how Shiv Nadar got 

me to be here, but the short version is he 
(Mr. Nadar) twisted my arm (quips). And the 
honest truth is, even while it looked like I was 
resisting, I really wasn’t, I wanted to be here.

Back in California I’m on the board of the 
University of California, Berkeley - my 
alma mater. I love university life, and the 
intellectual rigor. But more importantly great 
universities are the engines of social mobility. 
One quick statistic - 40 per cent of the class 
at UC Berkeley comes from underprivileged 
backgrounds and they go on to being in the 
top 5 per cent of society - that’s huge as well 
as rewarding. I also love to mentor young 
entrepreneurs who are trying to create great 
new companies such as Bhavish Aggarwal 
at Ola, and Vidit Atre at Meesho, and others. 
Getting the strategic and operational and 
human frameworks right early in the life of a 
company can take it to great heights. I enjoy 
spending time with them because I’m learning 
at the same time. So, find your own calling to 
give back. You leave the world a better place 
and you’ll find your journey to be a fulfilling 
one.

In summary, graduating from Shiv Nadar 
University has given you a sense of the world. 
It’s deepened your knowledge, taught you 
about the interconnectedness of the world 
amongst your classmates, your colleagues, 
nations around the world, and peoples of the 
world. Use these unique talents you have, to 
act on your dreams. Create value for yourself 
and those around you, and serve others. You 
live in a great time and place to make these 
dreams come true. So, on this special day, 
Congratulations! on everything that you’ve 
achieved. Make this day the beginning of your 
journey and enjoy the journey of life.

My warmest congratulations to each and 
every one of you. Have fun. Cheers.
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Chancellor Shiv Nadar, Vice Chancellor Dr. Ghosh, 
other distinguished guests, my dear students, 

proud parents and faculty. I feel highly privileged to be 
invited to speak at the 5th Convocation of Shiv Nadar 
University. SNU represents the best of what India 
has to offer. We see the vision of a single individual 
and entrepreneur, innovator and philanthropist being 
translated into reality and it is not even 10 years since it 
all began.

World class infrastructure, opportunities for both 
teaching and research, and most importantly its 
multidisciplinary focus clearly provide the enabling 
environment in which SNU can and I am sure will grow 
to be one of the top institutions of higher learning that 
India needs so desperately. 

Let me first offer my heartiest congratulations to the 
graduating students, post graduates and Ph.D. scholars 
who are receiving their degrees at the SNU Convocation 
2019 today. And my congratulations to their proud 
parents and teachers. 

For Dr. Krishnaswami Kasturi Rangan, Dr. Ashok Seth, 
Lord Charles Powell, and Mike Lawrie, I congratulate 
SNU for the excellent choice of honorary doctorates. 
May the honorees continue to inspire us all. 

To the students I say, that some of you will go on to 
study further, others will take up jobs and yet others 
will set up your own entrepreneurial ventures like our 
Chancellor. There is also the fast expanding sector of 
Civil society which is looking for people with your skills. 
Shiv Nadar Foundation offers one of the best examples 
of what is possible in this sector. You are fortunate in 
that, India today offers a much wider set of options for 
you, then was the case, when I graduated from college in 
the mid 60s. It was a simpler and less connected world, 
the career options were limited for a young woman 
like me, coming from a socially conservative family, the 
choice was between teaching and a government job.

I was lucky to get a scholarship for Ph.D. at MIT, of 
course, I had to borrow money at subsidized interest rate 

Padma Bhushan 
Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, 

Chairperson, Board of Governors, 
Indian Council for Research on 

International Economic Relations, 
New Delhi
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from Syndicate Bank of India to pay for my air 
ticket to get from Delhi to Boston. What pleases 
me so much about SNU, is what I have heard and 
read about the scholarships. What we are doing 
for people who like me, at that stage had no way 
of getting to places of higher learning, centers of 
excellence, by providing them scholarships, fully 
residential scholarships and converting them into 
empowered citizens of India who are going to 
build our India of the future is something which is 
so overwhelming. I have no word to thanks those 
who have setup SNU.

Today, not only is the world your market place 
but thanks to the IT revolution, you have far 
greater information on the options available to 
you across the world. It also means that you need 
greater application of mind to choose from these 
options. I have no doubt that the multidisciplinary 
education that you receive at SNU and the value 
system that you have nurtured will be your assets 
as you negotiate your way through the university 
of life.

In one way or another, life keeps teaching us 
as we take up new assignments, build new 
relationships, face new situations and respond to 
new challenges. The challenges facing the Indian 
economy have also changed with time and will 
continue to change.

When Shiv Nadar founded HCL in 1976, the 
Indian economy was closed to foreign trade, 
foreign investment, and foreign technology. It was 
also in the grips of the license permit. As far as 
the private sector was concerned, we were one 
of the slowest growing economies in the world. 
With GDP growing at 3.5 per cent per annum and 
population growing at 2 per cent per annum. Our 
per capita income was growing at 1.5 per cent 
per annum.

We have come a long way. For over two decades 
now, India has been among the fastest growing 
economies in the world. With GDP growing on 
average at 7.5 per cent per annum and population 
growth at 1.5 percent per annum. Our per capita 
income is growing at 6 per cent per annum. Four 
times as high as in the mid 70s. The challenge in 
the mid 70s was how to make Indian industry 
globally competitive by dismantling the numerous 
controls, and providing more room for market 
forces.

The wide ranging economic reforms that were 
launched in 1991 changed the rules of the game. 
Steered by a number of democratically elected 
governments both at the Centre and in the States, 
the Indian economy has moved from being a low 
income economy to a middle income economy. 
The Indian private sector has played a major 
role in this transformation. It is not surprising 
to find that no matter how we estimate poverty 
this sustained rapid growth has had a significant 
impact in bringing the percentage of population 
in poverty down from its very high level of 45 per 
cent in 1993-94 to somewhere between 22-29 per 
cent today. 

Even so, the absolute number of the poor remains 
very large. As I look ahead there are new challenges 
all around us. The mood on globalization has changed 
in the industrialized countries. Open markets for 
goods and services are no longer what they used 
to be with trade wars dominating these markets. 
Migration and labor mobility was always an issue. 
But it has surfaced more forcefully as the major 
economies of the world cope with the problems of 
unemployment. This only means that India needs to 
work harder at being globally competitive and exploit 
the opportunities offered by the world markets which 
are still considerable for us. 

At the same time we need to guard against the 
vulnerabilities that come with globalization. A 
stable macroeconomic environment and a modern 
financial sector with a strong regulatory framework 
are critical in managing an economy which is open 
to trade and capital flows. Since the private sector 
will continue to play an important role in driving 
the growth process in itself and also through public 
private partnerships. In developing infrastructure 
the need for a strong regulatory framework and high 
corporate governance standards is paramount.

For India, a major fault line of growth has been our 
inability to expand employment. We need economic 
policies that encourage both employment and 
enterprise. Given the disruptive role of technology 
that we see today across the world, our educational 
institutions need to provide education which is 
nimble. Education which prepares students to adapt 
to change. As technology makes old jobs redundant 
and creates demands for new skills and innovation, 
emphasis on innovation, entrepreneurship, and 
inculcating team spirit rather than only individual 
excellence will have to be given much more 
importance in our education system.

Last but not the least. More and more Indian cities 
will have to act as engines of growth, if the Indian 
economy is to continue its journey on the rapid 
economic growth track. While there is growing 
realization on the part of policy makers that 
urbanization is set to accelerate with India’s rapid 
growth, there is still inadequate understanding of 
the need to plan for urbanization and translate these 
plans into action, only then can Indian cities provide 
better quality of life to their residents, and better 

investment climate to attract entrepreneurs 
and innovators.

Urbanization is as much a necessity for rural 
rejuvenation. We have to build synergies 
between the rural and urban sectors as we 
plan for urbanization. The problem is that 
Indian cities are not empowered to meet 
the challenges of putting in place the basic 
economic infrastructure such as roads, 
bridges, markets, or infrastructure for this 
management. The same is true for social 
infrastructure such as schools, hospitals, 
and public parks. Cities in our country have 
neither the funds nor the capacity to bridge 
the infrastructure deficit. Add to this, the poor 
governance standards, and our cities are in no 
position to deliver the basic public services 
such as safe drinking water and clean air.

The challenges of mobility and shelter 
further add to the litany of urban wars. The 
economies of agglomeration which attract 
entrepreneurs and skilled professionals to 
locate economic activity in cities cannot be 
generated in the face of such environmental 
degradation. It has an adverse impact on 
both the quality of life and the ease of doing 
business. Not to speak of, how it acts as a 
public health hazard. Sustainable development 
has to be mainstreamed into our thinking 
of planning and our implementation of 
development. This is the challenge that my 
dear students you have to take up as you 
prepare for your life after education.

Since, I believe that every challenge offers an 
opportunity, this means that you have lots of 
opportunities to make a difference. People 
in my generation take comfort from the fact 
that 50 per cent of India’s population today 
is below the age of 25. So, we assign this 
responsibility, we offer these opportunities to 
you to work hard, to take what your education 
has given you and create. Use the diversity 
that you have imbibed in your university years 
here and make the India of our dreams really 
come true. My congratulations! once again.

Thank you.
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The multidisciplinary education that you receive at 
SNU and the value system that you have nurtured 

will be your assets as you negotiate your way 
through the university of life.



Dear students, dear families and friends, 
the faculty of the Shiv Nadar University, 

the honorable Chancellor, Shiv Nadar himself; 
the honorable Vice Chancellor, Prof. Ghosh, 
eminent leaders on the dais and dear friends. 
Right in the beginning, Just let me thank you 
all, and thank the Senate of the Shiv Nadar 
University for having honored me, and found 
me worthy of this great honor of Doctorate 
in Science of Shiv Nadar University. I am 
privileged. I’m humbled but I’m very pleased 
to be a part of you all, and an alumni of 
Shiv Nadar University. I must also take this 
opportunity to thank, my family, my wife - my 
classmate from medical school who gave up 
many years of her own career to get me to 
where I am, and my parents - my mother (no 
more), my father who still at the age of 95 
comes to every convocation that I go to. It’s 
an emotional moment for me. This is by no 
means my first doctorate nonetheless a very 
important one.

In the numerous doctorate that I have 
achieved. The first one was of course from my 
alma mater. This happens to be the second 
most important doctorate, in my career, and I’ll 
tell you why. You want me to be inspirational? 
I actually spend every day getting inspired by 
the very individual on which this university is 
named Mr. Shiv Nadar himself. These are the 
words, straight from my heart. 

He’s a great visionary, a great entrepreneur, 
businessman, practically a living legend of the 
present times for India, and I think what we 
missed out is, he’s a ‘philanthropist’ - he does 
a lot for others. He’s a simple man, and most 
importantly, a god-fearing man. And those are 
the things that we actually have understood 
about him. Now, How do I inspire you? Let 
me just tell you something slightly different 
than what has been said to you before, and, 
I say it through my heart and what I’ve 
experienced. When you go out there, after 
your graduation, there are two traits that you 
will require to be successful in your life - you 
should possess those Personality Ethics. You 
should be outspoken, aggressive, eloquent, 
communicative, have power dressing. You have 
to combine it with Character Ethics - integrity, 
humility, courage, modesty, passion, hard work, 
and a belief in God. Now you must understand 
that Personality Ethics are secondary ethics, 
they will wither away. They look good initially, 
you look smart and handsome, and then by 
the age of 60s and 70s they’re going off. But 
your Character Ethics are your primary ethics, 
those will stay with you till your last day. 
Your passion, ethics, hard work, modesty, and 
courage will be with you.

So, I never want to be known ever in my life 
as the most skilled person, or rich man, or a 
qualified individual. I just want that when I go, 
people should remember that I was a good 
man, and did a lot of good for others. 

Then there are four paths to greatness; the 
Character Ethics, Focus, Hard Work, and 
Compassion. these should become an integral 
part of all of you.

You have to have the blessings of your 
parents. I am privileged to be in a profession, 
which everyday bestows upon me the 
blessings of my patients as well. You have to 
understand the support and sacrifices that 
your near and dear ones will make so that 
you become successful. In my case, my wife 
and my children made those sacrifices, so 
that I could be successful and great. Finally 
there is the will of God above, never forget 
that because greatness is a gift which he gave 
you, and could be lost in a split second. I am 
a doctor, I treat patients, I haven’t become 
a superman, I have only become smaller 
because when I take a few steps, I can always 

fall, injure my head, and never wake up again, 
that is, greatness gone in a split second. You 
could not create greatness, if you created your 
greatness, then it could not disappear in a split 
second.

Reaffirm your faith in God every day, as 
you go out there and achieve. My own life, 
is full of it. I couldn’t get into a medical 
college for three years, and decided to be 
somebody else but I finally did become a 
doctor. I went to England and wanted to be a 
gastroenterologist, I couldn’t get the job

 which I wanted, and by default became a 
cardiologist. I didn’t want to do angioplasties 
and the center where i was employed was  
doing angioplasty in the 80s. It was when 
angioplasty was just beginning, I learned 
angioplasty. I didn’t want to return back to this 
country, I found me and my wife very happy 
there, and I came back because my mother 
was ill. I stayed back in India but there was a 
single focus.

Focus, hard work, compassion, and I became 
what I am. I became an icon for cardiology 
world. And only, I became a success of a 
default strategy. I never even wanted to get 
there. I never would have gone there had I had 
my own pace of growth.

So, I actually tell you that you are now going 
out there, learn from others, learn from your 
heart and soul as you move out.

You’re the heart and soul of India. You’re the 
future. You are going to change India. I am 
privileged to be a part of this university as an 

alumni even though many years old. I want 

you to think further ahead. I want to make 
you understand that you don’t have to change 
the boats to reach the shores, you just have 
to change the direction, and your shores will 
change.

You are like a ship. Ships were never meant to 
stand in the harbor. Ships were always meant 
to sail out into the storms into the sea. Take 
those challenges, conquer, achieve, and reach 
your shores. May God brings you the best. 

Thank you.
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Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, Pro 
Chancellor, President, ladies and 

gentlemen.

I really enjoyed that citation. I read it 
three times, and I was very pleased. I then 
showed it to my wife. Who read it slowly 
and looked increasingly puzzled and said 
I wonder if they’ve got the right person. 
It doesn’t sound like you to me. And 
that’s after 55 years of marriage (jokes). 
It’s a great honor to be awarded this 
honorary Doctorate of Science degree by 
Shiv Nadar University. And a particular 
privilege, Chancellor, to receive it from 
you personally. Shiv, your achievements 
in the world of engineering, computing, 
IT and business are legendary. and 
deservingly so. They have contributed 
magnificently to India’s prosperity and 
well-being as well as its global reputation 
in the field of higher technology. Even 
more remarkable is the way you have 
dedicated the fruits of your success by 
giving others opportunities to succeed 
through the schools you founded, and 
through this university which bears your 
name. It’s still a young institution but it is 
already building an enviable reputation 
both in India and internationally. It’s 
evidence of what most of us have always 
known, when Shiv is in-charge, “Things 
Happen”. With your vigorous leadership 
and that of your academic colleagues too, 
I know it will reach greater heights still.

A degree from Shiv Nadar University will 
be one of the highest and most sought after 
qualifications a young person can earn, and 
on a personal basis Shiv, it’s a delight to 
receive my degree from someone whom I 

admire so much, and I am so proud to claim 
as a friend despite my unforgivable lack of 
interest in cricket. I have to confess that 
I’m an improbable recipient of a Doctoral 
Science degree. I am almost certainly the 
only person in this hall, who never studied 
even for an hour any of the sciences in the 
whole of his school and university career. 
And that tells you a lot about the British 
education system, when I was growing 
up. If you want an expert in Latin verse, 
or classical Greek poetry, I am your man. 

Though there was never much of a market 
for that! but science a blank. That may be 
a shameful fact but thank you for awarding 
me an honorary degree of the same.

I spent a substantial part of my career 
working for British Prime Minister, 
Margaret Thatcher, who was herself a 
scientist, and who used to say, pity Charles 
doesn’t do science. I survived all the same, 
and I had the privilege of working for her 
for nearly a decade during which I met and 
worked with some of the greatest figures 
of late 20th century history - President 
Reagan, President Gorbachev, Mr. Nelson 
Mandela as well as two close friends of 
Margaret Thatcher - Mrs. Indira Gandhi 

and Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. Margaret Thatcher 
and Indira Gandhi developed a strong 
sense of solidarity as the only two female 
world leaders at the time, even though they 
disagreed on almost everything. 

But for most of you graduating today, the 
20th century is already ancient history. So 
let me direct my final words to you, and 
your future. When you look back at your 
time at the University, I’m sure you will 
remember days when inspiration and ideas 
were elusive. When facts just wouldn’t 
go into your minds or answers come out. 
Then with the approach of final exams, the 
adrenaline started to flow, and miraculously 
the results poured forth. Today with your 
graduation your hopes and ambitions for 
the future are set free, and there is no limit 
to what you can achieve with a marvelous 
education you have received here. Just 
remember this. The future of India is not 
written in the stars, it’s written in each and 
every one of you. So go out from here, and 
make it happen.
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I would like to thank honorable Chancellor 
Mr. Shiv Nadar and all the members of 

the higher management of the Shiv Nadar 
University, for this Honor given to me. I treat 
it as a unique privilege to receive this in the 
company of three distinguished personalities; 
and on the forum graced by eminent Mr. Arun 
Sarin, respected Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, and other 
senior faculty of SNU and the very esteemed 
guests who are present here. 

I use this opportunity to congratulate all 
the students who are graduating from this 
renowned institution, which within a decade 
has carved a niche for itself to be among the 
topmost institutions of higher learning in this 
country. My exposure to the Sciences and 
engineering departments of the University 
in the morning was an eye opener. The 
extraordinary breadth of research areas that 
this university is pursuing in these subjects, 
and the strategy to increase the effectiveness 
of the outcomes and synergizing different 
themes is indeed noble and bold. I can see 
that this institution is fast evolving into a 21st 
century research university and preparing for 
the oncoming fourth industrial revolution.

I have seen the impact of the great vision of 
the Chancellor Sh. Shiv Nadar in effecting 
this transformation across the academic 
circle of this University. Over the years, I 
have been considerably influenced by my 
teachers, mentors, and many well-wishers. 

I would like to single out three of them who 
played a significant role in shaping my career. 
I say this, with the idea that many of the 
youngsters will certainly experience these kind 
of circumstances in their lives and it would 
be good for them to know what happened 
to people like me when we were trying to 
establish ourselves in this country by working 
with luminaries.

First was Dr. Vikram Sarabhai. Soon after 

an M.Sc., I got an opportunity to join the 
research team under Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, 
who was leading the group in astronomy 
and astrophysics at the Physical Research 
Laboratory (PRL), Ahmedabad, for scholars 
pursuing the Ph.D. degree. I must mention, 
at that time, PRL served as the cradle of the 
Indian space program under the visionary 
leadership and guidance of Dr. Vikram 
Sarabhai. It is here, I learned the methods 
of scientific research which, in turn, shaped 
my capabilities of training the mind, for 
incisive thinking and critical analysis. A good 
research worker is expected to encompass a 
broad knowledge base encompassing several 
subjects and themes, and also the ability to 
explore connections between multiple subjects 
with no obvious linkages on the surface. 

Dr. Sarabhai was instrumental in influencing 
the first major decision relating to my 
professional career. I had completed my Ph.D. 
and was ready to accept my postdoctoral 
fellowship at the University of California at 
Berkeley. When Dr. Sarabhai heard about this, 
he immediately reacted to it by giving me 
an alternate view for my future particularly 
emphasizing emerging challenges and 
excitement in the new field of space research 
on which the country was embarking. He went 
on to emphasize, that there is nothing more 

satisfying than working in your own country 
with such opportunities present themselves. 
The deep conviction in his advice and the 
persuasive powers of his arguments left me 
with no alternative than to decide to work in 
my own country. In retrospect, I don’t regret in 
following his prophetic advice. 

Prof. Satish Dhawan, a distinguished professor 
in aeronautics and an educationist, succeeded 
Dr. Sarabhai as the head of India’s Space 
Program. He was a man, who sought a high 
degree of professionalism and perfection 
in any task that he assigned to his juniors. 
Working with him gave me insights into the 
intricacies of management of a system, as 
complex as space, the process of decision 
making, and the culture of transparency. He 
insisted on adopting practices of rigorous 
analysis and identifying multiple pathways to 
decision making leading to an optimal solution 
not necessarily, a perfect one. This powerful 
approach has been adopted effectively in my 
later responsibilities with great success. 

The third personality - Chairman of ISRO, 
Prof. U.R. Rao, was a well-known cosmic 
ray physicist, an astronomer and a man, 
who was always in a hurry is known for his 
dynamism and restlessness to achieve the 
results quickly and with the right application 
of mind, stemming from his deep familiarity 
with scientific methods made him really a 
unique leader. Working with him in building 
India’s first satellite ‘Aryabhatta’ was a great 
experience of practicing scientific rigor, 
technological challenges, paying serious 
attention to the demands of the quality 
and reliability, adhering to strict controls 
on schedules and budgets, creating a new 
organizational structure and above all working 
with the culture of another country - the 
(then) Soviet Union with whom we were 
collaborating. 

It was a complete experience, and gave 
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me crucial insights about how to deal with 
the multi-dimensional and multidisciplinary 
outcome. What is equally important to 
recognize in this connection is that starting 
from the scratch and with the need to learn 
the ABC of building a satellite, and also 
confronted with the very poor industrial 
infrastructure in this country at that particular 
time, we were just given 36 months to build 
this design, and build a satellite. We did it in 
just 30 months.

On this occasion, I remember with gratitude all 
these great men and many others with whom 
I had the fortune of working, and because of 
whom my professional life was made very 
eventful, satisfying and fulfilling.

I may also mention that these three great 
pioneers – Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, Dr. Satish 
Dhawan and Dr. U.R. Rao - these pioneers 
really laid the foundation for India’s space 
program. When we talk about India’s space 
program, we have our ambitious planetary 
programs; we have set-up the world’s best 
astronomical satellite; we are now building 
rockets which are comparable to some of the 
largest rockets in the world; and more recently, 
it has been decided that India will send a 
human being to the space.

You see the boldness of these decisions. Our 

confidence to do these kind of things is our 
message to youngsters – “In a matter of 50 
years, right from starting from the scratch, we 
build up a capability with which we are now 
able to compete with the best space powers in 
the world.” 

Before I conclude, here is a small observation 
in the context of higher education which 
I would like to share with all of you. Since 
time immemorial we have practiced a holistic 
approach to knowledge acquisition and 
dissemination. The variety of courses in which 
education is imparted in your university places 
you in an advantageous position to bring in 
a holistic approach to the pedagogy. In the 
context, I would like to bring the case for a 
strong emphasis on liberal education. It is 
needless to go into the details to this erudite 
audience about the role of global education, 
an effective means to develop the freedom 
to think critically and independently, and to 
cultivate one’s mind to its full potential.

It is often lamented that India produces very 
competent engineers but far short of being 
great innovators. Steve Jobs, the founder of 
Apple was famous for his ideas on what makes 
products successful. According to him, the 
secret was to bring top notch aesthetics with 
top notch engineering. He himself is known to 

have said that why the Macintosh computers 
revolutionized computing, and I quote, “I 
think, part of what made Macintosh great was 
the people working on it, were musicians and 
poets and artists and zoologists and historians 
who also happened to be the best computer 
scientists in the world.”

With an ecosystem which is conducive to 
bring the best of engineers with experts 
drawn from Science, Arts and Humanities, 
one could really transform the outcomes of 
an education to create top notch innovators; 
not only in the context of engineering but 
also by marrying Science education with Arts 
and Humanities and other subjects. I’d like to 
say this because your own Vice Chancellor 
is very passionate about bringing this to the 
undergraduate curriculum. Liberal education, 
is going to transform the character of this 
university’s graduates in terms of the potential 
to contribute in an ever dynamic and ever 
changing job market in this world. I am sure 
you will succeed in this, Dr. Ghosh. I once 
again would like to express my grateful thanks 
to the chancellor, Sh. Shiv Nadar and all of 
you for this very enriching and memorable 
experience today. 

Thank you.
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Good afternoon everyone. It is really an 
honor to be here at Shiv Nadar University 

and to be recognized today. You know just two 
short years ago that I was accorded another 
honor at SNU and that of the commencement 
speaker and since then the University has 
continued to make unbelievable strides and 
today we’ll graduate more than 500 students 
including 19 doctoral candidates. Shiv, Just 
to digress a moment, it was many years ago, 
I came here and saw just a bunch of empty 
fields, there was probably one building here 
that you and I had a meeting in. And it’s tribute 
to your vision and tenacity, and the support of 
your family that you have made this a reality 
for the students today and for the students that 
have come before. You are truly an inspiration 
to all of us, certainly to me, Mike Lawrie. With 
all that you have given back, truly, you are 
living a life well lived. Congratulations! 

I am very pleased to be with the Class of 
2019. I guess, this now means when I fill 
out applications and when they ask when I 
graduated, I can now say 2019. And also a 
special congratulations to the families, and 
friends that have supported all the students. 
That support is absolutely critical on the 
journey you have just been on, and on the 
journey that you will be embarking on as you 
leave today. It’s really a special honor for me to 
briefly address you with some things that are 
important and on top of mind to me. 

This is a moment when you’re graduating 
and you’re going to participate in what I 
think is an unbelievable opportunity, as the 
world continues to transform. I believe it’ll be 
transformed by technology, as many speakers 
have said today but perhaps more importantly 
by leadership. Today more than ever we need 
leaders who can help public and private 
organizations globally. Navigate the disruptive 
waters of this transformation that characterize 
our professional as well as our personal lives. 
I’ll tell you from years of experience that 
leadership is a commodity that is frustratingly 
scarce, and making people who possess the 
skills and instincts and the disposition to take 
up this challenge is extraordinarily valuable. 
And I can think of no better institution 
than SNU, to prepare you for this exciting, 
dynamic, complex, and sometimes confusing 
environment. You know the University’s 
mission refers to students as the “path shapers 
of tomorrow who can shoulder the challenges 
of globally responsible and ethical leadership 
in the 21st century.” This focus on intellectual 
rigor combined with determination to make 
the world better sets SNU apart from most all 
institutions. It equips you, as graduates with a 
valuable perspective. 

You know it’s hard to believe that twenty 
five years ago, marked the anniversary of 
Mosaic - the first graphical user interface to 
the Internet, which launched the World Wide 
Web. In 1993, this was truly revolutionary. You 
know at the time, there was almost universal 
agreement around the world and certainly 
from Silicon Valley that all technology was 
good and that information should be and 
would be free.

Meaning that we were moving into an era 
of democratized access to information and 
universal transparency. It was hard to believe, 
as we fast forward to 25 years that there’s also 
the other side of that technology, and how that 
technology can be used. As we look forward, 
and as your generation looks forward we see 
emerging technologies that are converging 
which will further accelerate and disrupt 
industries and sectors and our own personal 
lives. But unlike in 1993 it isn’t one Big Bang or 
one technology that promises to transform the 
landscape as the Internet has done. 

It’s a collection of technologies like 5G, block 
chain, and advanced algorithms as well as 
in the future, quantum computing. These 
technologies, bring tremendous potential 
and opportunities but they also carry risks 
and sometimes unintended consequences. As 
leaders as you go through this next generation, 
you will have a role in determining how these 
technologies are harnessed and how they are 
used to transform for the better. 

I hope with all that you have learned and all 
that you are equipped with, you’ll be able to 
ask questions about security and privacy and 
the implications of that in a hyper connected 
world. 

What happens to the workforces as robotics 
and other technologies transform how work 
is done. Who controls the information and 

how data should be governed and what are 
the impacts of these new technologies on our 
environment these issues and scores of other 
issues are the ones that you as graduates and 
leaders will confront. And I’m pleased to be 
able to say that your time I believe at SNU 
has prepared you very well to not only ask 
these questions but be part of the formulation 
of the answers. You know every generation 
faces important challenges. And the agenda for 
your generation is no harder or no easier than 
previous generations. It’s about how you move 
through those challenges and that’s about 
leadership. Ladies and gentlemen students 
and graduates, leadership as I said is a very 
important attribute. The two things that make 
up leadership are passion and believe in what 
you are doing. 

As other speakers have said, to do what you 
enjoy, and where you think you can make 
a contribution because then it’s not a job it 
becomes fused with you as an individual, 
and that leadership can lead and transform 
other people and other lives. Then finally 
it’s about perseverance and what I call stick 
to a toughness because all of you will face 
obstacles and we’ll have setbacks. It’s not the 
obstacles or the setbacks in themselves, it’s 
how you take those obstacles and learn from 
them and apply them.

I promise you that if you do what is your 
passion and you have that perseverance and 
stick to a toughness not only will you help 
answer some of those fundamental questions 
that technology poses for us all but you will 
help shape the world in the image of what you 
want it to be. Again my congratulations! 

Thank you.

ACCEPTANCE 
SPEECH

MR. MIKE LAWRIE 
Chairman, President and CEO of DXC Technology
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NEW APPOINTMENTS
Col. Gopal Karunakaran (Retd.), President, Shiv Nadar University

Col. Gopal Karunakaran is the new President, Shiv Nadar University as Mr. Rajiv Swarup, the 
first President of Shiv Nadar University, completes his term on September 30, 2019. 

 An M.Phil. and a Masters from Madras University, Col. Karunakaran began his journey in the 
education sector in the year 2008. He graduated from JNU in 1980 and has spent 27 years in the 
Indian Army. He was posted in the insurgency region of Kashmir for 10 years, six months of which 
were spent in the Siachen Glacier, the highest military post in the world.  

While with the Indian Army, Col. Karunakaran was chosen for the United Nations Mission in 
Kuwait and worked in a multicultural environment. 

He began his journey outside uniform in 2008 in the Education sector. His belief in education as 
a tool for social transformation has driven him to absorb rich and diverse experiences across all 
facets of education including policy, academic leadership, operations and business. It has helped 
him gain important perspectives on the key features that drive the education sector in India. 

He has been a member of the National Committee of Education of the Confederation of 
Indian Industries since 2008 and was part of the team which formulated draft proposals to the 
Government on the Right to Education Act. 

He has been the CEO of Shiv Nadar Schools since August 2014. Apart from being an obsessive 
bookworm, Col. Karunakaran is an eloquent public speaker, an ardent sports person, and still 
believes he can play competitively at 59.

Dr. Sandeep Sen, Director, School of Engineering; Professor, Computer Science & Engineering

Prof. Sandeep Sen joined Shiv Nadar University as Director, School of Engineering, on May 
16, 2019. Prof. Sen did his Ph.D. (1989) in Computer Science from Duke University, M.S. 

(1986) in Computer Engineering from University of California at Santa Barbara, and B.Tech. (1984) 
in Computer Science and Engineering from IIT Kharagpur. He worked with Bell Labs, Murray Hill, 
in 1990-91. 

He has been a faculty member in the Department of Computer Science and Engineering, IIT 
Delhi, since 1991. His research interests are in the area of Algorithms and Complexity; and in 
particular, Randomized Algorithms, Parallel Computation, Computational Geometry, Dynamic 
Data Structures etc.  

Prof. Sen has held the Dhananjay Chair Professor and the Microsoft Chair Professor in IIT Delhi. 
He has been a Visiting Researcher/Faculty in notable institutions in India and abroad. He is a 
Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, and also of the Indian National Science Academy. He 
shouldered the responsibility of heading his Department during 2007-10; and served as the Dean 
of Faculty of IIT Delhi during 2016-18.

Dr. Suneet Tuli, Director, Research & Faculty Affairs

Dr. Suneet Tuli joined SNU as Director of Research & Faculty Affairs on May 23, 2019. Dr. Tuli 
holds a Ph.D. (1995) in Electronics from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi, from 

where he also did his Master’s. His B.E. (Hons.) in Electrical & Electronics Engineering is from the 
Birla Institute of Technology and Science, Pilani. Dr. Tuli has had a vast experience as a faculty at 
IIT Delhi, including terms as Associate Dean, Industrial R&D (2005-09); Head, Centre for Applied 
Research in Electronics (2009-12); and Dean, R&D (2012-16). 

A distinguished teacher, he has been a Visiting Researcher in the UK and France. His research 
areas include thermal-acoustic-electrical-optical interaction, non-destructive characterization 
– active and passive thermography, and surface acoustic wave devices and electronic systems. 
Before joining SNU, he was the founding Dean of School of Engineering & Applied Sciences at 
Bennett University.
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ACCOLADES

Team Genesis, comprising Shrihari 
Negi, Ranjini Bhattacharya, 
and Himanjali Dimri from B.Sc. 
(Research) in Biotechnology won 
‘Gen-Ethics’ - the Biotechnology 
Competition held at IIT Delhi as a 
part of their Technical Fest - Tryst 
2019. 

Shrihari Negi and Tanya Mathur from 
B.Sc. (Research) in Biotechnology 
have won first and second 
prize respectively at the Poster 
Presentation Competition under the 
category - Bioengineering, held at 
IIT Kanpur’s Student Conclave 2019.

K. Sanjana, B.Sc. (Research) in Chemistry won first prize in the “Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change” Oral Conference at the Student Research 
Convention’19 held at IIT Kanpur. The topic of her presentation was “Designing 
of S/Se encapsulated rGO as active cathode material for high-performance 
Li-S/Se batteries”.

HIGHLIGHTS 

Researchers from ASEAN and other 
developing countries can now choose 
to pursue DST fellowships at Shiv 
Nadar University under the ASEAN-
India Research Training Fellowship 
(AIRTF) and Research Training 
Fellowship-Developing Countries 
Scientist (RTF-DCS).
 The AIRTF Scheme is a flagship 
funding program started by 
Department of Science & Technology 
(DST), Government of India under the 
ASEAN India Science and Technology 
Development Fund (AISTDF), with 
Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI), as 
their implementation partner to 

support ASEAN young researchers to 
work at any of the Indian research/
academic Institution. 
This prestigious fellowship aims at 
capacity building of young researchers 
of ASEAN Member Countries in 
science and technology and further 
strengthen the bond between India 
and ASEAN Member States. This fully 
funded fellowship is for a period of six 
months each with financial support 
for international travel, subsistence 
allowance, research contingency and 
domestic travel etc.

ASEAN Researchers to pursue DST fellowships at 
Shiv Nadar University

Department of Chemistry has procured Autoflex maX MALDI 
ToF/ToF (Matrix Assisted Laser Desorption/Ionization Time of 
flight) Mass Spectrometer from Bruker in 2019. This state-of-
the-art facility was purchased from the grant award received 
from the DST-FIST (Department of Science & Technology - Fund 
for Improvement of S&T Infrastructure in Higher Educational 
Institutions program), India and Shiv Nadar University by 
Department of Chemistry. The grant amount is ₹ 2.64 crores 
(50% contribution from SNU) for a duration of 5 years (2018 – 
2023). Current facility is the latest one in India and is available 
at just three other premier institutes, namely Rajiv Gandhi 
Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB, Thiruvananthapuram), IIT 
(Kharagpur), Cancer Institute (Chennai). 
This instrument effectively determines the molecular weight 
of polymers/nanoclusters/proteins, which is critical to many 
applications. Unlike other mass spectrometry techniques 
such as ESI-MS (Electronspray ionization Mass Spectrometry), 
MALDI not only overcomes their limitation, additionally, its 
performance is less affected by additional components such 
as buffers, detergents, and contaminants. This instrument 
typically allows validation and determination of monomer 
sequence in both naturally and man-made polymers with 
much higher accuracy. This advanced capability of “mass-
fingerprinting”, allows to identify regionally specific molecular 
differences along with bulk mass analysis. Interestingly, 
it allows label-free mapping of analytes, metabolites and 
proteins with ease in probing of samples even with molecular 
heterogeneity. MALDI-TOF requires less time for sample 
preparation and is less susceptible to interferences due to 
common impurities. The technique generates ions containing 
fewer charges than ESI and therefore allows easier acquisition 
and interpretation of data. Additionally, MALDI imaging mass 
spectrometry facility has the capability to investigate the 
distribution of proteins and small molecules within biological 
systems via in situ analysis of tissue sections. 
This tremendous and advance potential of MALDI ToF/ToF 
facility at Department of Chemistry, SNU is another addition to 
unveil a new frontier of inspection at molecular level, which is 
beneficial to both material chemists and biologists.

DST-FIST & SNU MALDI ToF Mass 
Spectromete facility inaugurated
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एक खूबसूरत इत्तेफ़ाक़ THE BABY BIRD

Akshay Bhardwaj 
(Class of 2019)

B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineering

Anushikha Chaudhuri
(Class of 2022)

B.Sc. (Research) in Physics

MUSINGS
The little baby bird fluttered its wings,
Amidst the beautiful trees, the freshness this season brings.
Its little feathers didn’t permit it to fly,
But this baby bird didn’t cease to try.

In the bushes beneath, there sat a hungry fox,
Hiding quietly, resting behind the rocks.
It waited for the baby bird to fall down,
At the same time when the mother was not around.

Fortunately the mother came back in time,
Pulled the baby back, stopped the crime.
To her surprise, the baby bird fought back,
Almost pushing the mother off track.

The owls, monkeys and deer came running,
To see what had happened, a show so stunning.
The fox below was confused to the core,
Waited there to seek answers, on the floor.

The mother tried to explain how risky this was,
But the baby bird didn’t take a single pause.
It kept fluttering its tiny wings, without knowing the 
circumstance,
As if asking everyone around it for a second chance.

The baby bird continued this for hours,
Whilst the others stared in amusement through the wildflowers.
The mother couldn’t allow her baby bird to die,
When everyone was supporting the baby under the same sky.

After hours of trying the baby finally flew,
But hit a branch soon after and fell right in front of the fox’s view.
The mother cried out loud, the others were scared too,
But to everyone’s surprise the fox smiled and passed through.

The baby bird won everyone’s heart,
It tried and tried and mastered the art.
But wait, did you still get the moral of this little story?
The purpose was not just to foreground glory.

The mother gave the baby freedom to do what it wants,
Amidst the many uninvited taunts.
Even the owls cherished the mother’s emotions,
Even though she had mixed notions.

Striding through the dense forest, along the coast,
The fox was tranquil, something it didn’t oppose.
We talk about respect, love and divinity,
But my lady look again, shouldn’t you foreshadow Liberty?
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Shiv Nadar University is fully-focused to pave the path of an academic research-based legacy. 
The hard work and dedicated drive is getting its due rewards and recognitions, making the 
way forward extremely promising. Congratulations to all the faculty members. This section 
includes the details of Approved Projects for Funding (May - July 2019)

RESEARCH  
IN FOCUS

SCHOOL OF NATURAL SCIENCES

Dr. Priyanka Grover

Department of Mathematics

Project title: Differentiability and 
Orthogonality in Banach Spaces

Funding Agency: DST SERB (ECRA)

Funding Amount: ₹ 18.57 lakh

Duration: 3 years

Dr. Naga Suresh

Department of Life Sciences

Project title: Host determinants of Hepatitis E 
Disease Severity

Funding Agency: ICMR

Funding Amount: ₹ 16 lakh

Duration: 2 years

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

Dr. Harpreet Singh Arora and Dr. Harpreet Singh 

Department of Mechanical Engineering

Title: US-India Partnership for Manufacturing of Advanced Metallic Bio-implants and Local Economic Development;

Funding Agency:  Partnership 2020: Leveraging US-India Cooperation in Higher Education    

Duration: 1.5 Years

Total Amount: $ 100,000 (Shiv Nadar University share $16000)
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SEDS Celestia Explora - the Astronomy Society of SNU organized second talk of the 
“Ad Astra” series on “Astronomy Data Visualization in Planetarium Software” by Dr. N. 

Ratnashree, the Director of Nehru Planetarium, New Delhi. Astronomy explorations may start 
with sky observations - getting to know the beauty and the science of the skies, through naked 
eye and telescopic views, through imaging and possible quantitative measurements, and 
getting to know the wealth of explorations that have been undertaken. For the demographic 
of undergraduate students with coding skills, this learning could be enhanced by undertaking 
visualization of cutting edge Astronomy databases in Planetarium software. 

2 April 2019

Talk by Dr. N. Ratnashree

Shiv Nadar University welcomed the participants of 
The Annual IC3 Conference 2019. Counsellors and 

representatives of leading schools across India including 
Vibgyor High, Mumbai; AMS P. Obul Reddy Public School, 
Hyderabad; St. Augustine’s Day School, Kolkata; Mayo 
College, Ajmer; KC High, Chennai; and Oasis International 
School, Bangalore visited Shiv Nadar University. At the 
Residential Workshop, spread over 6 days, participants 
engaged in wide-ranging discussions and deliberations on 
sustainable and inclusive student counselling practices.

31 March - 5 April

IC3 Conference and Workshop

Department of International Relations and 
Governance Studies organized a talk on 

“Boundaries, Frontiers and Post-Colonial Thought” 
by Prof. Kapil Raj, Visiting Professor, Shiv Nadar 
University. The talk focused on the development 
of the frontier concept in post-colonial thought 
and its recent transformation. 

2 April 2019

Talk by Prof. Kapil Raj

AURA - the non-profit educational society of Shiv Nadar University, organized “Eat Enjoy 
Educate 2.0” - a fundraising event to generate funds to facilitate the efforts in teaching the 

students at Prathmik Madhyamik Vidhyalaya in the nearby villages. The society raised funds by 
selling good old homemade food like Fried Idli, Gol Gappe, Ram Ladoo & Mirchi Bhajji, Jalebi, 
and chocolate Kit Kat Shake. 

2 April 2019

Eat Enjoy Educate 2.0

Department of Economics organized a job talk on “Capital Reallocation, Search-in-
Use and Growth” by Dr. Kurt Horner, University of California, Irvine.

4 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Kurt Horner

Department of History organized a talk on “Labour, diet, and penality: the colonial jail 
in early nineteenth century” by Dr. Rachna Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of 

History, Hindu College, University of Delhi. Her research examined how dietary and labour 
regimes emerge as conjoined instruments of penality.

4 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Rachna Singh

CAMPUS 
BUZZ

Mar19- Jun-19
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The Queer Collective Club at Shiv 
Nadar University organized ‘Swap and 

Slay’, with the thought of ‘future is fluid, why 
shouldn’t be fashion’. Members of the club 
had set up a stall with masculine and feminine 
clothes. They then turned things around by 
encouraging men to try women’s clothes and 
vice versa. It was a powerful exercise that 
enabled everyone to look at gender as a social 
construct and question society’s attitude 
towards it. There was all-round positive 
response with students trying on the clothing 
enthusiastically and posing for photographs.

9 April 2019

Swap and Slay

Department of Civil Engineering organized 
a talk on “PM2.5 in Indian cities: Sources and 

Health Effects” by Dr. Sri Harsha Kota, Assistant 
Professor, IIT Delhi. The talk was followed by an 
interactive session with students.

8 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Sri Harsha Kota

As part of its Departmental Seminar Series, Department of Economics organized a talk on 
“Debt Decomposition for India” by Dr. Piyali Das, Indian Institute of Management, Indore.  

Dr. Das’ research documented the debt profile of the Centre and the States in India from 1950s to 
2017.

5 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Piyali Das

Department of Mechanical Engineering recently organized a training program and seminar 
on ‘Advanced Propulsion Technologies’. Featuring lectures by experts from Pratt and Whitney 

and 3D immersive experience of JetEngine systems through VR. The two-day event witnessed 
active participation from students from the Departments Mechanical Engineering and Physics. 
Organized in association with ShilpKulam Mechanical Society of SNU, the session enabled students 
to gain knowledge and develop skills through exposure to exciting ideas and themes. 

6-7 April 2019

Workshop on ‘Advanced Propulsion Technologies’

Department of Mathematics organized a talk on “PySPH: an open source SPH framework” by 
Prof. Prabhu Ramachandran, Department of Aerospace Engineering, IIT Bombay. He is the 

lead developer of open source projects like PySPH, Mayavi which are being used by many research 
group around the world. He is also a director of Enthought, a multi-national consultancy company. 

5 April 2019

Talk by Prof. Prabhu Ramachandran

Department of Art and Performing Arts 
organized the Project Room Presentation 

by MFA students - Nisha Vaghani, Julius Das, 
and Arindam Manna.  

10 April 2019

Project Room Presentation

As part of the departmental seminar 
series, Department of Economics 

organized a talk on “Currency Competition 
and Inflation in a Money Search Model” by Dr. 
Parag Waknis, Ambedkar University, Delhi.

12 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Parag Waknis

Excitement was at a peak at the 
Mountain Film Festival organized by 

Adventure Club of Shiv Nadar University. 
Several short films, including Papsura, 
French Indian Masala, Heavens on Earth, 
Dreamcatcher, and Running the High 
Himalaya, that capture the beauty and power 
of Nature were screened at the festival. There 
was edge-of-the-seat excitement as the 
audience followed the tracks of adventure 
enthusiasts. The message was loud and clear: 
We need to work together to preserve Nature’s 
creations for our future generations.

12 April 2019

Mountain Film Festival

CAMPUS BUZZ

The Entrepreneurship Cell of Shiv Nadar University organized Gamechangers 2.0 - Leap of 
Faith, a startup bootcamp that had plenty of lessons and insights for the participants. The 

camp was led by Mr. Angad Singh, CEO, Edoofa.com, who delivered an engaging talk where he 
spoke about his experience and inspired the students. It was followed by activities like Product 
Launch Takeaways, The Long Haul (from where to start and where to end), and Startup Graveyard 
(Why do Startups fail?), which covered various aspects of building a startup, including the pitfalls. 
An exciting simulation game ended the workshop on a high note.

6 April 2019

Gamechangers 2.0 - Leap of Faith
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The first information session for Shiv Nadar University Undergraduate Admissions 2019 
was held at the campus. The session was meant for parents, and prospective students who 

wanted to interact with the University’s admissions team, faculty members, and students; and 
get their queries answered. The session also involved a campus tour, which gave the students a 
glimpse of what to expect when they decide to start their undergraduate journey at Shiv Nadar 
University.

14 April 2019

UG Admissions Information Session

The Spic Macay Shiv Nadar University Chapter organized the event that brought Dr. Jagriti 
Luthra Prasanna and Dr. Neeta Pandey Negi, popularly known as Roohani Sisters, to the 

campus. It was a packed house as the popular Roohani Sisters took us on a soulful journey through 
Sufi music. Mixing Sufi Qalam, Qawwali, Kaafi, and Ghazal variations with jugalbandi style of 
Indian classical music, they enthralled the gathering consisting of more than 250 students, faculty 
members.

16 April 2019

Spic Macay SNU Chapter: Roohani Sisters

Career Development Center organized a session on “Career Planning and Scholarship Options 
for Masters Abroad” by Mr. Dhaval Mehta, Founder, TNI Career Counselling.

18 April 2019

Talk by Mr. Dhaval Mehta

Career Development Center organized 
an industry talk on “Careers in Hospitality 

Industry ” by Dr. Swarup Sinha, Principal, 
ITC Hospitality Management Institute. Dr. 
Sinha comes with 28 years of experience 
in hospitality and education industry; and 
is focused towards developing leaders in 
hospitality industry. 

18 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Swarup Sinha

Department of Physics organized 
a Colloquium on “Physics and 

technology of metal-oxide nanostructures 
and nanocrystal line diamond films for 
engineering applications” by Prof. M.S. 
Ramachandra Rao, Department of Physics, 
Nano Functional Materials Technology Centre 
and Materials Science Research Centre, IIT 
Madras. The talk focussed on the fundamental 
and application aspects of Advanced materials 
and nanostructures for many technological 
applications. 

18 April 2019

Talk by Prof. M.S. 
Ramachandra Rao

Nature Sentinels Society organized the 
Screening of Our Planet on the occassion 

of Earth Day. David Attenborough’s Our Planet 
precisely details the forces that drive nature, 
focusing on the diversity of habitats around 
the world, from the remote Arctic wilderness 
and mysterious, deep oceans to the vast 
savannas of Africa and the dense jungles of 
South America. The combination of sheer 
scale and minutiae of nature’s significance and 
mechanisms fills the audience with realization 
of the urgent need to acknowledge this 
treasure we’re so quickly losing out on.

22 April 2019

Film Screening on Earth 
Day

Mnemon - the History Society of 
Shiv Nadar University, organized the 

screening of Black Friday, a film by famous 
film maker Anurag Kashyap. The screening was 
followed by a Discussion with Dr. Rajdeep Roy, 
Assistant Professor, Amity University, Noida in 
the School of Communication.

20 April 2019

Film Screening

Shiv Nadar University hosted the sixth National Speed-cubing Championship at the Indoor 
Sports Complex. Ujjawal Pabreja was the big winner at the National Speed-cubing event. 

He beat 262 contestants to win ₹10,000 and QiYi cubes as the coveted prize. The three-day 
competition, hosted by World Cube Association and Shiv Nadar University, brought together 
participants from 290 institutes and universities across the country. From blindfolded Rubik’s Cube 
to Rubik’s Cube with feet, the event consisted of 18 competitions that provided many thrilling 
moments. 

11-14 April 2019

National Speed-cubing Championship

CAMPUS BUZZ
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Department of History organized a talk 
on “In the Name of Buddha: Pala kings in 

Panegyric and Practice” by Dr. Sanjukta Datta, 
Ashoka University. In the period between the 
middle or the third quarter of the 8th century 
and the third quarter of the 12th century, a 
dynasty of Pala kings ruled over large parts 
of what is today Bihar, West Bengal and 
Bangladesh. Dr. Datta examined the small 
corpus of copper plate land-grant charters 
issued by the Pala court as well as the limited 
inscriptional evidence pertaining to Pala kings 
from the two pre-eminent sites of Buddhist 
worship.

25 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Sanjukta Datta

Students from Department of Art and 
Performing Arts presented a show 

“Intersection: Work in Progress” at the campus.  

25 April 2019

Intersection: Work in 
Progress

As part of its departmental seminar 
series, Department of Sociology 

organized a talk on “Towards Personal Well 
Being: A Study in a Higher-Educational 
Institute in India” by Dr. Paromita Goswami 
and Prof. Jaideep Ghosh from the School of 
Management and Entrepreneurship, Shiv 
Nadar University. The findings of their research 
suggest that, while cultural stereotypes 
and prejudiced outlook can aggravate 
the condition of mental depression and 
alienation among staff in an organization, an 
unstructured form of education can play a 
healing role, in which acquiring a sense of self-
realization is the first step towards wellbeing.

25 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Paromita 
Goswami and Prof. 
Jaideep Ghosh

Atal Incubation Centre at Shiv Nadar 
University launched the Chalk Out 

mentor series. As part of the series the first 
session was held by Mr. Abhishek Agrawal, IIM 
Lucknow alumni, ex-McKinsey, Consultant. The 
session was meant for potential entrepreneurs 
and focused on various stages involved in a 
business, insight, and opportunities.

25 April 2019

Chalk Out 1.0

As part of the Departmental Seminar Series, Department of Economics organized a talk 
on “Income Guarantees and Borrowing in Risky Environments. Evidence from India’s Rural 

Employment Guarantee Scheme” by Dr. Abhiroop Mukhopadhyay, Indian Statistical Institute, Delhi. 
His research investigates the effects of an income guarantee on borrowing in a risky setting with 
marked seasonality. 

26 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Abhiroop Mukhopadhyay

Department of Civil Engineering 
organized a guest lecture on 

“Assessment of PCMs and Insulation for 
Thermal Management of Buildings in Tropical 
Composite Climate” by Dr. Dibakar Rakshit, 
Associate Professor, Centre for Energy Studies, 
Indian Institute of Technology Delhi. The 
talk explored on the basic theme of building 
energy conservation through various passive 
solar technologies. Additionally, the lecture 
also gave an insight on appropriateness of 
employing PCM for the purpose of building 
envelope design.

26 April 2019

Talk by Dr. Dibakar Rakshit

Department of Physical Education celebrated the display of hard work, grit and shear 
strength of our student-athletes at the Annual Sports Awards - Night of the Champions

 2018-19.

26 April 2019

Night of the Champions

Department of Civil Engineering organized a talk on “Challenges in Tunneling through Tunnel 
Boring Machine in Himalayan Geology - a Case Study” by Mr. Arun Kumar, NTPC who comes 

with a vast experience with leading infrastructure and power companies like AFCONS and NTPC. 

27 April 2019

Talk by Mr. Arun Kumar

Department of Economics organized a job talk by Mr. Shraman Banerjee, Southern Methodist 
University on “Revenue Management for Strategic Buyers with Time-inconsistency”. The 

research showed that under time-inconsistency, the seller has to lower the initial period prices and 
reduce prices more slowly over time in order to induce the buyers to buy earlier.  

6 May 2019

Economics Job Talk by Mr. Shraman Banerjee

Shiv Nadar University’s Adventure Club hosted a Mountain Biking trip for beginners. The 
biking trip was a chance for students to explore the breathtakingly beautiful Himalayan 

surroundings as students made their way to Pangot, Nainital. A mountain bicycle and gear was 
provided to the participants. The students also received required training from experts, whose 
watchful eyes assured complete safety during the trip.

11-15 May 2019

Mountain Biking trip
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Department of Chemistry organized a talk on “Transformation Chemistry at Nanoscale” by   
Dr. Sukhendu Mandal, Associate Professor and Head of School of Chemistry, Indian Institute 

of Science Education and Research, Thiruvananthapuram.

14 May 2019

Talk by Dr. Sukhendu Mandal

Department of Economics organized a job talk by Ms. Gitanjali Sen, University of Missouri-
Columbia, USA on “Quota-based Affirmative Action in Higher Education: The Impact on Other 

Backward Classes in India”. Her research estimates the mid-term impact of quota-based affirmative 
action in higher education (HE) in India implemented from 2008, which mandates a 27 per cent 
seats to be reserved for the Other Backward Classes (OBC) in public funded institutions of HE. 

15 May 2019

Economics Job Talk by Ms. Gitanjali Sen 

Atal Incubation Centre organized Chalk Out 1.1 - the AIC Mentor Session I on “IPR issues 
of Start-ups” by Dr. Vinita Krishna, Assistant Professor, School of Management and 

Entrepreneurship. The session focused on the importance of Intellectual Property Rights from the 
Indian perspective, and initiatives taken by Indian government for start-ups.

16 May 2019

Chalk Out 1.1

On the occasion of the 5th Convocation Ceremony and 158th birthday of the first Indian to 
win a Nobel Prize in Literature, Rabindranath Tagore, the SNU family presented a medley of 

songs and dance at the campus. The event commenced with selected works from the vast body 
of Tagore’s compositions based on the colours of different seasons -- “Riturango”. The collage 
of songs, dance and recitation was the SNU community’s way of wishing the bright graduating 
students the very best for the coming days.

18 May 2019

Riturango
Centre for Public Affairs and Critical 
Theory (C-PACT) at Shiv Nadar University 

and Centre for Agrarian Research and 
Education for the South (CARES) organized a 
book discussion on Ecology, Capitalism and 
the New Agricultural Economy - The second 
great transformation edited by Gilles Allaire 
and Benoit Daviron at India International 
Centre, New Delhi. While Dr. AnneSophie 
Poisot, Programme Head, Sustainable 
Agriculture, FAO (UN) India, chaired the 
discussion, Dr. Benoit Daviron, Head, CIRAD, 
Paris, the co-editor of Ecology, Capitalism and 
the New Agricultural Economy - The second 
great transformation presented the book to 
the audience.

Dr. Praveen Jha, Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University and Sh. Dinesh Abrol, Founder 
Member, Nation for Farmers, Delhi were 
among the discussants and focused on 
important themes & issues addressed by 
the book. The Q&A session was moderated 
by Dr. Rajeswari S. Raina, Department of 
International Relations and Governance 
Studies & C-PACT, Shiv Nadar University.

7 June 2019

Book Discussion

Career Development Center organized 
an interactive session with Mr. Arun 

Sarin, KBE, former CEO of Vodafone and 
current board member of Cisco, Accenture 
and Charles Schwab; who was also the Guest 
of Honor for the 5th Convocation Ceremony 
of Shiv Nadar University. Mr. Sarin was in 
conversation with Dr. Shubhro Sen, Director, 
School of Management and Entrepreneurship; 
and Founding Director, School of Extended 
Education and Professional Development, and 
shared his life’s journey with the audience.

18 May 2019

In Conversation with      
Mr. Arun Sarin

Career Development Center organized an 
interactive session with Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, 

distinguished economist and Chairperson, 
Board of Governors at ICRIER. Dr. Ahluwalia was 
the Guest of Honor for the 5th Convocation 
Ceremony of Shiv Nadar University. She was 
in conversation with Prof. Partha Chatterjee, 
Associate Professor and Head, Department of 
Economics.

18 May 2019

In Conversation with Dr. Isher Ahluwalia

It was an exciting morning at Shiv Nadar 
University as students, faculty, staff and 

resident family members joined together to 
celebrate the 5th International Day of Yoga at 
the Indoor Sports Complex. The morning yoga 
session rejuvenated all who participated and 
proved to be a welcome change from the daily 
routine.

21 June 2019

5th International Day of 
Yoga Celebrations
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Lindsay Ruth Wong, who is pursuing a Masters Program in Sustainable Energy Policy from Carleton University, 

Canada, was at Shiv Nadar University as part of the Ontario India Exchange Program for two months. In an interaction 

with Whistling Teal, Lindsay talks about why she chose to be in India, and more specifically, at Shiv Nadar University 

for her research work. Lindsay was pursuing her research under the guidance of Prof. Rajeswari Raina, Department of 

International Relations and Governance Studies, Shiv Nadar University.

Q. Can you please tell us about your 
research project?
I am conducting research on a project 
that analyzes the evolution of agri-foods 
systems in contemporary Asia. This project 
focuses on structural transformation in 
select four Asian countries: two that have 
achieved structural transformation and two 
that have not. Malaysia and India have been 
selected as two nations that have not yet 
achieved structural transformation while 
South Korea and Taiwan are the selected 
countries that have achieved structural 
transformation. These four nations serve 
as case studies in which my research can 
highlight the divergencies Asian economies 
have experienced in their growth paths 
to that of the anticipated development 
path laid out in the Lewis Model or Lewis 
Path. Broadly, the Lewis Path describes 
development to occur when there is a 
shift from an agrarian-based economy 
to a non-agrarian dominated economy 
through which transformation rural poverty 
is eradicated. While in the majority of 
the developed world this path has more 
or less occurred, developing nations in 
Asia, such as India and Malaysia, still have 
economies dominated by agriculture and 
rampant rural poverty, despite putting 
in place similar inputs and undertaking 
similar policy actions that are prescribed 
in the Lewis Path. In the cases of Taiwan 
and South Korea, structural transformation 
has been successfully achieved, but in a 
development path that does not adhere to 

Excerpts:

the one outlined in the Lewis Model. Thus, this 
research aims to highlight the nature of these 
divergence to discredit the use of the Lewis 
Model in informing policies targeting agrarian 
development in Asia.

Q. Why you chose to pursue your research 
here in India, or may I say, at Shiv Nadar 
University? 
Though my Masters have been very rewarding, 
I wanted to have an international experience, 
especially in Asia, which is a region where clean 
technology, and a lot of development work is 
at the forefront. Thus, I decided to participate 
in Ontario-India Exchange program, which 
allows me to pursue my research under one 
of the Indian professors and at an Indian 
University. As part of the program, I decided 
to join research work under Shiv Nadar 
University’s Prof. Rajeswari Raina. The topic on 
which I have been working, sort of, falls under 
the course that Prof. Raina teaches here i.e. 
‘The Evolution of Agri-food Systems and the 
contemporary Period in Asia’. Her work has 
really intrigued me, and it’s important for me to 
do this work here because Prof. Raina herself is 

from India; and is an expert in this area. 
Pursuing my research here in India 
for my research project was quite 
important because when you are in a 
different country, especially a country 
like Canada, you will never completely 
understand the context of it. 

Q. How has been your experience 
when it comes to life at Shiv Nadar 
University?
My time at Shiv Nadar University is 
coming to an end but I have really 
enjoyed here. It’s a beautiful campus, 
very green and quite large. Sports 
facilities are amazing here, there are 
so many activities to do, even, if that 
means a nice jog at the campus. And the 
residence has been comfortable. I have 
enjoyed Indian food thoroughly here, 
which has been a unique experience as I 
don’t get that chance very often when I 
am at home. 

EXCHANGING EXPERIENCES

I wanted to have an 
international experience, 
especially in Asia, which 
is a region where clean 
technology, and a lot of 

development work is at the 
forefront

IN 
CONVERSATION
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12-14 April 2019 
National Speed-cubing Championship 

2019

16 April 2019 | Spic Macay SNU 
Chapter: Roohani Sisters

18 May 2019 | Riturango

21 June 2019 | International Day of Yoga
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02

Congratulations! Team Panthers 
on winning the exciting finale 
of Basketball Girls SNU Sports 
League. With the exciting final 
played between Teams Panthers 
and Falcons, the sporting season of 
SNUSL for 2018-19 came to a close.

Basketball competition was the last 
sporting event of the season and 
saw teams competing on double 
league basis. As expected, there 
were several nail-biting finishes. 
The pattern continued in the final 
match with the audience cheering 
from the edge of their seats.

Basketball Girls SNU 
Sports League
13-17 April 2019

01

Shiv Nadar University paid tribute to 
the martyrs of the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre on 13 April, the day marking 
the 100th anniversary of the horrific 
episode in Indian history. The SNU 
Vaisakhi Ride, ‘Pedal to earn, Petals of 
happiness’, hosted by Department of 
Physical Education, saw participation 
from 30 cyclists. Organized in 
association with HCL Pedal Pushers, 
the event also conveyed an important 
message through the act of cycling: 
we need to reduce carbon footprint 
and make concerted efforts to try and 
do the best for our planet. Starting 
at 5:00 am, participants visited 
neighboring villages before taking 
a round of the SNU campus. The 
interactive session with HCL Pedal 
Pushers, held at the end, enabled 
participants to learn about choosing 
and maintaining their bicycles.

SNU Vaisakhi Ride
13 April 2019

SPORTS @ SNU
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Department of Computer Science 
and Engineering won the 1st Inter-
Department Cricket tournament held at 
Shiv Nadar University. The winning team 
beat the Ph.D. team in a highly engaging 
final match. Choosing to bat first, the 
winning department scored 79 runs in 
6 overs. In response, Ph.D. team was an 
all-wrapped at 50 runs. Dr. Amrish Tony, 
Deputy Director, Physical Education 
presented the winners with trophies. It 
was a fitting finale to the event organized 
by the Department of Physical Education.

Inter-Department 
Cricket Tournament
14 April 2019

03

04

Abhishek Divecha of Club Falcons was 
the winner of the Powerlifting SNUSL 
Championship 2019, organized by the 
Department of Physical Education. He 
bagged the top position with a total 
lifts of 409 kg. In all, 8 participants 
in the open category lifted weights 
in Squat, Bench Press, and Deadlift 
segments of the event. Harris of Club 
Phoenix and Atishay of Club Falcons 
were the first and second runners-
up of the competition respectively. 
In his speech, Dr. Amrish Tony, 
Deputy Director, Physical Education 
congratulated the organizers, winners, 
and all the participants.

Powerlifting SNUSL 
Championship 2019
16 April 2019
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FLORA & FAUNA

The Center for Environmental Studies & Engineering (CESE) has been documenting the wild fauna of Chithara Village Panchayat 
(including SNU) for the past two years. Of the total 147 bird species, SNU Campus recorded 107 bird species. A few birds which 
were Critically Endangered (Red-headed Vulture and Indian Vulture), Vulnerable (Sarus Crane, Woolly-necked Stork, Common 
Pochard)   and Near Threatened (Painted Stork, Black-necked Stork, Oriental Darter) were also recorded during surveys. All the 
bird species recorded during 2017-19 are listed below.

BIRD SPECIES RECORDED IN CHITHARA VILLAGE PANCHAYAT AND SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY CAMPUS (2017-19)

Common Name

(Species with * recorded in 
SNU)

Scientific Name IUCN 
Status

ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae

Lesser Whistling-duck* Dendrocygna javanica LC
Comb Duck* Sarkidiornis melanotos LC
Greylag Goose* Anser anser LC
Bar-headed Goose* Anser indicus LC
Ruddy Shelduck* Tadorna ferruginea LC
Northern Shoveler* Spatula clypeata LC
Eurasian Wigeon* Mareca penelope LC
Indian Spot-billed Duck* Anas poecilorhyncha LC
Northern Pintail* Anas acuta LC
Common Teal* Anas crecca LC
Garganey* Anas querquedula LC
Common Pochard* Aythya ferina VU
Gadwall* Anas strepera LC

GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae

Indian Peafowl* Pavo cristatus LC
Jungle Bush Quail Perdicula asiatica LC
Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus LC

Grey Francolin* Francolinus pondiceri-
anus LC

PHOENICOPTERIFORMES: Podicipedidae

Little Grebe* Tachybaptus ruficollis LC
COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae

Rock Dove* Columba livia LC
Oriental Turtle Dove* Streptopelia orientalis LC
Eurasian Collared Dove* Streptopelia decaocto LC

Red Collared Dove*
Streptopelia tranque-

barica
LC

Spotted-necked Dove* Streptopelia chinensis LC
Laughing Dove* Streptopelia senegalensis LC

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae

Indian Nightjar* Caprimulgus asiaticus LC

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Apodidae

Asian Palm Swift* Cypsiurus balasiensis LC

Little Swift* Apus affinis LC

CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae

Greater Coucal* Centropus sinensis LC

Common Koel* Eudynamys scolopaceus LC

Common Hawk Cuckoo* Hierococcyx varius LC

GRUIFORMES: Rallidae

White-breasted Waterhen* Amaurornis phoenicurus LC

Watercock Gallicrex cinerea LC

Purple Swamphen* Porphyrio porphyrio LC

Common Moorhen* Gallinula chloropus LC

Common Coot* Fulica atra LC

GRUIFORMES: Gruidae

Sarus Crane* Antigone antigone VU
PELECANIFORMES: Ciconiidae

Painted Stork* Mycteria leucocephala NT

Asian Openbill* Anastomus oscitans LC

Black Stork Ciconia nigra LC

Woolly-necked Stork* Ciconia episcopus VU

Black-necked Stork*
Ephippiorhynchus 

asiaticus
NT

PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae

Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis LC

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax LC

Striated Heron Butorides striata LC

Indian Pond Heron* Ardeola grayii LC

Cattle Egret* Bubulcus ibis LC

Grey Heron* Ardea cinerea LC

Purple Heron* Ardea purpurea LC

Great Egret* Ardea alba LC

Intermediate Egret* Ardea intermedia LC

Little Egret* Egretta garzetta LC

PELECANIFORMES: Threskiornithidae

Black-headed Ibis*
Threskiornis melano-

cephalus
NT
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Eurasian Spoonbill* Platalea leucorodia LC

Indian Black Ibis* Pseudibis papillosa LC

PELECANIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae

     Little Cormorant* Microcarbo niger LC

Great Cormorant* Phalacrocorax carbo LC

Indian Cormorant* Phalacrocorax fuscicollis LC

PELECANIFORMES: Anhingidae

Oriental Darter* Anhinga melanogaster NT

CHARADRIIFORMES: Burhinidae

Eurasian Thick-knee* Burhinus oedicnemus LC

CHARADRIIFORMES: Recurvirostridae

Black-winged Stilt* Himantopus himantopus LC

CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae

Little Ringed Plover* Charadrius dubius LC

Red-wattled Lapwing* Vanellus indicus LC

CHARADRIIFORMES: Jacanidae

Bronze-winged Jacana* Metopidius indicus LC

CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae

Broad-billed Sandpiper Calidris falcinellus LC

Little Stint* Calidris minuta LC

Common Snipe* Gallinago gallinago LC

CHARADRIIFORMES: Turnicidae

Barred Buttonquail Turnix suscitator LC

CHARADRIIFORMES: Glareolidae

Indian Courser Cursorius coromandelicus LC

CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae

Indian Skimmer Rynchops albicollis VU

ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae

Black-winged Kite* Elanus caeruleus LC

Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus LC

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela LC

Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus LC

Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus CR

Indian Vulture Gyps indicus CR

Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus NT

Indian Spotted Eagle Clanga hastata VU

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax VU

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus NT

Shikra* Accipiter badius LC

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus LC

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus     LC

Black Kite* Milvus migrans     LC

STRIGIFORMES: Tytonidae

Common Barn Owl Tyto alba      LC

STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae

Spotted Owlet* Athene brama    LC

Mottled Wood-owl Strix ocellata LC

BUCEROTIFORMES: Upupidae

Common Hoopoe* Upupa epops LC

PICIFORMES: Picidae

Brown-capped Woodpecker Dendrocopos moluccensis LC

Yellow-crowned Woodpecker
Dendrocopos mahrat-

tensis
LC

PICIFORMES: Ramphastidae

Brown-headed Barbet* Psilopogon zeylanicus LC

FLORA & FAUNA

Cinereous Tit

Painted Stork

Black-necked Stork

Black-headed Ibis

Blue Rock-thrush

** Web Images

Alexandrine Parakeet
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Citrine Wagtail* Motacilla citreola LC

White-browed Wagtail*
Motacilla maderaspat-

ensis
LC

White Wagtail* Motacilla alba LC

PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae

Crested Bunting Melophus lathami LC

PASSERIFORMES: Stenostiridae

Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis LC

PASSERIFORMES: Paridae

Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus NE

PASSERIFORMES: Remizidae

Eastern Penduline-tit Remiz consobrinus LC

PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae

Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris LC

PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae

Ashy Prinia* Prinia socialis LC

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis LC

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius LC

PASSERIFORMES: Locustellidae

Bristled Grass Warbler Chaetornis striata VU

PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae

Red-rumped Swallow* Cecropis daurica LC

PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae

Red-vented Bulbul* Pycnonotus cafer LC

PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita LC

PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae

Oriental White-eye* Zosterops palpebrosus LC

PASSERIFORMES: Leiothrichidae

Large Grey Babbler* Argya malcolmi LC

Jungle Babbler* Turdoides striata LC

PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae

Asian Pied Starling* Gracupica contra LC

Brahminy Starling* Sturnia pagodarum LC

Common Myna* Acridotheres tristis LC

Bank Myna* Acridotheres ginginianus LC

PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae

Indian Robin* Saxicoloides fulicatus LC

Oriental Magpie-robin* Copsychus saularis LC

Black Redstart* Phoenicurus ochruros LC

Blue Rock-thrush Monticola solitarius LC

Pied Bushchat* Saxicola caprata LC

Grey Bushchat Saxicola ferreus LC

Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti LC

Brown Rockchat Oenanthe fusca LC

PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae

Orange-headed thrush Geokichla citrina LC

FLORA & FAUNA

CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae

Asian Green Bee-eater* Merops orientalis LC
CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae

Indian Roller* Coracias benghalensis LC

CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae

White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis LC

FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus LC

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo LC

PSITTACIFORMES: Psittaculidae

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala LC

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria NT

Rose-ringed Parakeet* Psittacula krameri LC

PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae

Large Cuckooshrike* Coracina javensis LC

PASSERIFORMES: Vangidae

Common Woodshrike
Tephrodornis pondice-

rianus
LC

PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae

Black Drongo* Dicrurus macrocercus LC

PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae

White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola LC

PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae

Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus LC

Long-tailed Shrike* Lanius schach LC

PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae

Rufous Treepie* Dendrocitta vagabunda LC

House Crow* Corvus splendens LC

Jungle Crow* Corvus macrorhynchos LC

PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae

Indian Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi LC

PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae

Purple Sunbird* Cinnyris asiaticus LC

PASSERIFORMES: Ploceidae

Baya Weaver* Ploceus philippinus LC

PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae

Indian Silverbill* Euodice malabarica LC

Scaly-breasted Munia* Lonchura punctulata LC

PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae

House Sparrow* Passer domesticus LC

Chestnut-shouldered Bush 

Sparrow
Gymnoris xanthocollis LC

PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni LC

Paddyfield Pipit* Anthus rufulus LC

Oriental Darter Woolly-necked Stork

Common Pochard

Barred Buttonquail
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Book Chapter
Dr. Iman Kumar Mitra

Iman Mitra; “Financialisation of Infrastructure and the Construction of a Seamless Asia”; Ranabir Samaddar and Anita Sengupta (eds.); Global 
Governance and India’s North-East: Logistics, Infrastructure and Society; Routledge

Iman Mitra and Mithilesh Kumar; “Logistical Hubs and the Look East and Act East Policy: The Case of Kolkata and Its Port”; Ranabir Samaddar and Anita 
Sengupta (eds.); Global Governance and India’s North-East: Logistics, Infrastructure and Society; Routledge

PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS

PATENTS FILED

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

Book Chapter
Dr. Teja Varma Pusapati

“Claiming Medicine as a Profession for Women: The English Woman’s Journal’s Campaign for Female Doctors’; The Edinburgh History of Women’s 
Print Media, 1830-1900; edited by Alexis Easley, Clare Gill and Beth Rodgers; Edinburgh University Press, 2019

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Book Review
Dr. Jaya Menon

Jaya Menon. 2019. Contested City. Review of Valay Singh, Ayodhya: City of Faith, City of Discord; Biblio; April-June 2019.

SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT & ENTERPRENEURSHIP

Book
Dr. Vishwanatha S.R.

Corporate Finance: Text and Cases, 3rd edition, Sage Publications, 
New Delhi

Book
Dr. Simanti Bandyopadhyay

Opportunities and Challenges in Development: Essays for Sarmila 
Banerjee; Editors: Simanti Bandyopadhyay, A. Mousumi Dutta; 
Springer International

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Dr. Harpreet Singh Grewal and Harpreet Singh Arora

H.S. Grewal, H.S. Arora, Abhijith Nambiar, Abhishek Babu; “Facile Physiochemical treatment for Developing Non-fluorinated Self-cleaning 
Surface”; Application No: 201911002740 (filed)

H.S. Arora, H.S. Grewal, Sundeep Mukherjee, H. Singh, Gopinath Perumal; “A Stationary Friction Processing System For Minimizing Segregation In 
A Metallic Work Piece And Method Thereof”; Application No: 201911007802 (filed)

SCHOOL OF NATURAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS
Dr. Samarendra Pratap Singh

“FULLERENE BASED HYBRID INORGANIC-ORGANIC COMPOSITES AND SYNTHESIZING METHOD THEREOF” Applicant: Shiv Nadar 
University; Inventors: Shashi. B. Srivastava and Samarendra P. Singh, Indian Patent Journal, Patent App. No.: 201711040818 

6
Books and

Book Chapters

28
Journal Articles

Published

36
Conference Papers 

&Presentation

22
Invited Lectures 

&Talks

3
Patents

Faculty Publications and Scholarly Activities (May- July, 2019)
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DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Dr. Dinkar Prasad

Merugu Kavitha, Dinkar Prasad, Phaneendra Babu; “Methods 
for overcoming misalignment effects and charging control of a 
dynamic wireless electric vehicle charging system”; IET Electric 
Power Applications 

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Dr. Amit Bakshi

Amit Bakshi; “Effect of Width of Axial Supporting Spacers on 
the Buckling Strength of Transformer Inner Winding”; IEEE 
Transactions on Power Delivery

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Dr. Upendra Kumar Pandey

Gourav Tarafdar, Upendra K. Pandey, Sanchita Sengupta, 
Praveen C. Ramamurthy; “Effect of structural isomerism 
in BODIPY based donor-acceptor co-polymers on their 
photovoltaic performance”; Solar Energy 

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Dr. Vijay Kumar Chakka

Goli Srikanth, Vijay Kumar Chakka, Basheeruddin Shah Shaik; 
“Ramanujan periodic subspace division multiplexing (RPSDM)”; 
IET Communications

DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Dr. Nishant Kumar

Nishant Mishra, Apurva Jain, Anijith Nair, Bhavook Khanna, Santanu Mitra; “Experimental Investigation on a Ducted Savonius Vertical Axis Wind 
Turbine and Performance Comparison of the Turbine with and without Endplates”; Journal of Renewable Energy Research and Applications

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE ENGINEERING

Dr. Jyoti Singh Kirar

Jyoti Singh Kirar, R.K.Agrawal; “A combination of spectral graph theory and quantum genetic algorithm to find relevant set of electrodes for 
motor imagery classification”; Applied Soft Computing

Gupta A., Agrawal R.K., Kirar J.S., Kaur B., Ding W., Lin C.T., Andreu-Perez J., Prasad M.; “A hierarchical meta-model for multi-class mental task 
based brain-computer interfaces”; Neurocomputing

Gupta A., Agrawal R.K., Kirar J.S., Andreu-Perez J., Ding W.P., Lin C.T., Prasad M.; “On the Utility of Power Spectral Techniques With Feature Selection 
Techniques for Effective Mental Task Classification in Noninvasive BCI”; IEEE Transactions on Systems, Man, and Cybernetics: Systems

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

Dr. Parthapratim Munshi

S. Dutta, Vikas A. Yadav, R. Boomishankar, A. Bala, V. Kumar, T. Chakraborty, S. Elizabeth, P. Munshi; “Record-high Thermal Stability Achieved in a 
Novel Single-Component All-organic Ferroelectric Crystal Exhibiting Polymorphism”; Chem.Commun.

K.K. Jha, Y. Yadav, S.B. Srivastava, D. Chakraborty, P. Johari, S.P. Singh, P. Munshi; “Structure-property Relationship in an Organic Semiconductor: 
Insights from Energy Frameworks, Charge Density Analysis and Diode Device”; Cryst. Growth Des. 

SCHOOL OF NATURAL SCIENCES

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

Dr. Harpreet Singh Grewal and Dr. Harpreet Singh Arora

Gopinath Perumal, H.S. Grewal, A. Ayyagari, S. Mukherjee, H.S. Arora; “Enhancement in bio-corrosion resistance of metallic glass by severe surface 
deformation”; Applied Surface Science

A. Babu, H.S. Arora, H. Singh, H.S. Grewal; “Microwave Synthesized Composite Claddings with Enhanced Cavitation Erosion Resistance”; Wear

DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Dr. Harender Sinhmar

Ashok Kumar Singh, D.B. Singh, Ashish Mallick, Harender, Sanjeev Kumar Sharma, Navneet Kumar, and V.K. Dwivedi; “Performance analysis of specially 
designed single basin passive solar distillers incorporated with novel solar desalting stills: A Review”; Solar Energy 

PUBLICATIONS

36 | Publications

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

Dr. Bimlesh Lochab

Nisha Yadav, V. Kallur, D. Chakraborty, P. Johari, Bimlesh Lochab; “Control of Functionalities in GO: Effect of Bronsted acids as Supported by 
Ab-initio Simulations and Experiments”; ACS Omega

CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENAL SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING

Dr. Prem Chandra Pandey

Srivastava P.K., Pandey P.C., Petropoulos, George P., Kourgialas, Nektarios., Pandey S., Singh Ujjwal; “GIS and remote sensing aided information for 
soil moisture estimation: A comparative study of interpolation techniques”; Resources

Pandey P.C., Koutsias Nikos., Petropoulos, George P., Srivastava, Prashant K., Ben Dor, Eyal.; “Land Use/Land Cover in view of Earth Observation: 
Data Sources, Input Dimensions and Classifiers -a Review of the State of the Art”; Geocarto International 

PUBLICATIONS

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

Dr. Vaibhav Shrivastava

Anurag Pritam, Vaibhav Shrivastava; “Hole/Electron transport 
layers in tin-doped SSBLN nano materials for hybrid solar cell 
applications”; Journal of Materials Science: Materials in Electronics 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

Dr. Santosh Kumar

A. Sarkar, S. Kumar; “Bures-Hall Ensemble: Spectral Densities 
and Average Entropies”; Journal of Physics A: Mathematical and 
Theoretical

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

Dr. Priya Johari

Nisha Yadav, Vedha Kallur, Dwaipayan Chakraborty, Priya 
Johari, Bimlesh Lochab; “Control of Functionalities in GO: Effect 
of Bronsted acids as Supported by Ab-initio Simulations and 
Experiments”; ACS Omega

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

Dr. Aloke Kanjilal

A. Chattaraj, S. Khan, Ł. Walczak, A. Kanjilal, J.; “Probing the 
impact of surface reactivity on charge transport in dimensional 
phase changed tungsten films”; Mater. Sci.: Mater. Electron 

DEPARTMENT OF LIFE SCIENCES

Dr. Koyeli Mapa

Ghosh A., Gangadharan A., Verma M., Das S., Matai L., Dash 
D.P., Dash D., Mapa K., Chakraborty K.; “Cellular responses 
to proteostasis perturbations reveal non-optimal feedback in 
chaperone networks”; Cell Mol Life Sci.

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS

Dr. Richa Priyadarshini

Deepika Chauhan, Pulkit Anupam Srivastava, Barbara Ritzl, 
Ragothaman M Yennamalli, Felipe Cava, Richa Priyadarshini; 
“Amino Acid-Dependent Alterations in Cell Wall and Cell 
Morphology of Deinococcus indicus DR1”; Frontiers in Microbiology

Dr. Satyanarayana Reddy

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Abhijit Santha Jayanthan, A. Satyanarayana Reddy; “Number of non-primes in the set of units modulo n”; The Mathematics Student

Biswaji Koley, A. Satyanarayana Reddy; “Irreducibility criterion for certain trinomials”; Malaya Journal of Matematik
Biswaji Koley, A. Satyanarayana Reddy; “Cyclotomic factors of Borwein polynomials”; The Bulletin of the Australian Mathematical Society

Dr. Satyanarayana Reddy

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Dr. Jaya Menon

Jaya Menon, Supriya Varma; “Archaeological Places: 
Negotiations between Local Communities, Archaeologists and 
the State”; Journal of Social Archaeology

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Dr. Meera Visvanathan

Meera Visvanathan; “Usavadata’s Akhayanivi: The Eternal 
Endowment in the Early Historic Deccan”; Journal of the 
International Association of Buddhist Studies

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Dr. Vasundhara Bhojvaid

S.K. Pattanayaka, M. Jeulanda, J.J. Lewis, F. Usmania, N. Brookse, V. Bhojvaid, A. Kar, L. Lipinski, L. Morrison, O. Patange, N. Ramanathan, I.H. Rehman, 
R. Thadani, M. Vora, and V. Ramanathan; “Experimental evidence on promotion of electric and improved biomass cookstoves”; PNAS (Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America) 
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Estd. 2011 
286 Acre Campus 
18 Lakh sq. ft. Built-up Area
` 1500 Cr. Investment till date

5 Schools
17 Departments
6 Research Centers 
154 State-of-the art Labs and Studios 

16 Undergraduate Programs
11 Masters Programs 
15 Doctoral Programs
Over 400 Students got work 
experience through On Campus 
Jobs

189 faculty members drawn from the 
best universities globally including 
Cambridge, Cornell, DU, Harvard, 
Houston, IITs, IISC, Jadavpur, JNU, 
MIT, Oxford, Rutgers & Texas

International Collaborations - Univ. of California, Univ. of Michigan, Univ. of 
Queensland, Univ. of Warwick, Heidelberg University, Ontario Universities 
International, Sapienza Univ., Peking Univ.,Deakin Univ., Network N+I 
Institutions, China University of Petroleum  

First High Performance Computing Cluster (HPCC) at a Private Indian 
University

Opportunity for Undergraduate students to undertake research projects 

Ongoing research in Labour Law, Analysis of Big Data, DNA Bioinformatics, 
Education, Cancer, Malaria, Nanomaterials, Renewable Energy

Scholarly & Creative contributions (2011-19) of faculty members
162 Books and Chapters 
734 Journal Articles 
875 Conference Papers & Presentations
85 Active Extramural Projects 
` 27.23 Cr. - Extramural Research Funding
 ~`200 Cr. - Internal Research Investment

CONTACT US
Address: Shiv Nadar University, NH 91, Tehsil Dadri, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar 

Pradesh - 201314, India
Email: admissions@snu.edu.in | Web: www.snu.edu.in | SMS: SNU to 56161

Tel: 1800 102 1768, +91-120-2662002, +91-120-3819100, +91-120-4183660
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