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Editorial 
Letter

At the onset, I would like to thank all of you for all the 
love and appreciation for our newsletter’s first edition. 
We are overwhelmed with all your messages and mails.

And now the big announcement- Many Congratulations 
to all!!

This is indeed a proud moment for all of us at Shiv Nadar 
University. The university signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, as we are honoured with the 
prestigious status of ‘Institution of Eminence’ (IoE). With 
this MoU, we have become the youngest recognized IoE 
and this remarkable recognition in the 10th year of the 
Institution’s existence, makes it even more special.

This month has been an exceptional one with the 

IOE alongside many more celebrations on campus of 
International Women’s Day and Breeze, the online 
students fest.

The continuing pandemic underscored the importance 
of the university’s ties with the surrounding community. 
But this Women’s Day got us back in touch with our 
neighbourhood community and  strengthened our 
relationships with local women of Dadri when they were 
invited on campus to celebrate International Women’s 
Day with us. We not only saw them sing their folk songs 
but also speak their heart out about how it feels to be a 
woman in today’s world. This women’s day was indeed 
special as we had special guests from Kalpana Kala 
Kendra perform while we also supported local businesses 
and student start-ups.The goals of the program were to 
facilitate community-building in a virtual world, support 
local businesses, and celebrate womanhood together. 

The Shiv Nadar University fraternity, their friends and 
families, united in celebration over the three days of 
KAZE’21 from the 19th to the 21st of March. The online 
rendition of the Annual Techno-Cultural Fest, Breeze – 
KAZE brought to our screens the continuation of the 7 
year legacy of zeal and exuberance.

Well, there’s a lot more that has happened so have a good 
read everyone! Do write back to us with your feedback! 

Until then, Stay safe and healthy!

Vinnie Mathur, 

Office of Marketing & Communications
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Dean’s
Message

As a relative newcomer to the Shiv Nadar University 
community, I am still discovering something every day, 
not the least of all, the closeness to the nature that 
constantly rejuvenates our mind and body. Even when 
you are away, you must be vicariously experiencing 
the ambience of your idyllic campus stimulating your 
indomitable spirits to face the challenges with optimism 
and hope. In this regard, the launch of a campus magazine 
couldn’t have been better timed to strengthen the 
community bonding., I am sure that the worst is behind 
us and it will be one of those things that you will be able 
to look back with a sense of achievement,  as Shiv Nadar 

University  joins  the league of Institution of Eminence 

formally. If it is any consolation, your Professors are also 
struggling to fulfil their obligations and may be silently 
contrite about the inevitable compromises forced upon 
by the situation. Corona would have tempted Dickens 

to rephrase the famous lines as “It was the winter of 

hope and a spring of despair.”

In such agonizing times, without your friends to lift your 
morale as you labour through the unending barrage of 
assignments, you could feel besieged by apprehensions
whether this ordeal is necessary and to what end?
Even after three decades of graduation from College, my 
generation often debates about whether the countless 
toil to learn seemingly pointless subjects was worth 
it. After all, most people would spend the next three 
decades of their lives following a narrow specialization 
that has little correlation with 90% of the subjects. 

The answer is, actually, not that difficult. One, we do not 
have the clairvoyance to predict which path our future 
is going to lead us in to. More importantly, if one looks 
at the cumulative diversity of occupations that college 
graduates pursue, there is little doubt that each and 
every subject that you learned would have contributed 
critically to someone’s success.

While disruptive changes may be the mantra of the day, 
you can be rest assured that a broad-based education 
with solid fundamentals will hold you like a rock. To cope 
with the fast -evolving knowledge world, your education 
should have enough orthogonal axes to cover all the 
dimensions. Instead of judging the subjects through a 
utilitarian lens, treat every slice of knowledge as a clue to 
the solutions of daily life riddles. Arguably, the immediate 
job offerings after graduation may not be optimal for you, 
so keep an eye out for the one that will suit your talent 
and interests. And if nothing seems to work out you can 
always rely on the adage

“Those who can - do;,  those who can’t -, teach,” which could transport you back to your cherished 
campus!

Dr. Sandeep Sen 
Dean, School of Engineering;  
Professor, Department of Computer Science and 
Engineering
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Feature News

SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY 
RECOGNIZED AS ‘INSTITUTION OF 
EMINENCE’ BY GOVERNMENT OF 
INDIA

Shiv Nadar University (Delhi NCR) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Ministry 
of Education, Government of India, for granting of the prestigious status of ‘Institution of Eminence’ (IoE). 
With this MoU, it has become the youngest recognized IoE and part of the hallowed league of top 20 public 
and private institutions mandated to elevate Indian higher education on the global stage with complete 
academic and administrative autonomy.

Shiv Nadar University’s Pro-Chancellor, Mr. Shikhar Malhotra, and Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Rupamanjari 
Ghosh, signed the MoU in the presence of Dr. Vineet Joshi, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, and Ms. Kirti, Deputy Director (Science), Department of Higher Education, Ministry 
of Education, Government of India.

This is a historic achievement in the journey of what we now proudly call ‘Shiv Nadar Institution 
of Eminence’. It’s a heartening testament of our commitment to redefining higher education in 
India and to helping transform the future of human capital emerging from our country. We are 
grateful to the Ministry of Education for recognizing Shiv Nadar University as a role model for 
private higher education as India addresses the needs for enhancing access to modern, 
high-quality education and cutting-edge research.

Mr. Shikhar Malhotra
Pro-Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University

This achievement is the direct result of our pioneering multidisciplinary approach to education 
in India and an unwavering focus on driving research that can help solve issues of global 
importance. To be the youngest IoE is a matter of great pride, and to get this recognition in the 
10th year of the Institution’s existence makes it even more special.

Dr. Rupamanjari Ghosh
Vice-Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University
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University Events

Shiv Nadar University welcomed Dr. Rajat Kathuria, former Director and Chief Executive of the Indian Council 
for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), as Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences, and 
Professor of Economics. Dr. Kathuria takes the mantle from Dr. Ajay Dandekar, who will continue to be with the 

University as Chairperson, Center for Public Affairs and Critical Theory (C-PACT), Shiv Nadar University.

Dr. Kathuria carries over 20 years of experience in teaching and more than 15 years of experience in economic policy, 
besides pursuing extensive research on a range of issues relating to regulation and competition policy. He has previously 
worked with the World Bank in Washington D.C. as a Consultant, and worked on research assignments for a number of 
international organizations, including the International Labour Organization (ILO), United National Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), LirneAsia, The World Bank and The Asian Development Bank (ADB). His work has been published 
in several journals of repute as well as in top magazines and newspapers across the world. He serves on multiple government 
Committees and on the Research Advisory Council of the State Bank of India (SBI). Dr. Kathuria holds a Master’s degree from 
Delhi School of Economics and a Ph.D. from the University of Maryland (College Park), USA. 

A very warm welcome once again Dr. Rajat Kathuria. 

>
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University Events

The three days of KAZE’21 from the 19th to the 21st of March were action packed. The online rendition of the 
Annual Techno-Cultural Fest of Shiv Nadar University, Breeze – KAZE brought to our screens the continuation of 
the 7 year legacy of zeal and exuberance.

The KAZE opening ceremony was graced by the pillars of the Shiv Nadar University family – Dr Rupamanjari Ghosh, the 
Vice Chancellor and Col Gopal Karunakaran, Executive Director gave words of encouragement and expressed their best 
wishes to Team KAZE. Major General G Jaishankar, the Dean Student Affairs and Dr Nishant Mishra welcomed the various 
participants and once again reinforced their support for the fest. KAZE’21 was officially declared open by the Kritika Dixit, 
the Chairperson of Breeze.

KAZE was a sure cut entertainer all of its three days and this is thanks to its artists that lightened the mood and heightened 
the fervour. Day one was met with by the Raunaq Rajani and his ever impressive hilariousness. We had the rhymes of Ashu 
Shukla, Surabhi Sundaram and Dr. Rashmitha Rathnakar. The second day was filled with enthusiasm as we were subject to 
marvellous performances from Akanksha Bhandari and another day of Jamming sessions with Riya Tickoo, Rohit Panday 
and Topshe. It was one filled with harmonies transcending the beautiful night of events from our clubs. The third day was 
another for the books as we had the always relatable and enthusiastic Harsh Gujral following the tunes of Osho Jain’s 
guitar. Our headliners brought KAZE to an eventful end, one that we will remember for years to come.

KAZE has been the embodiment of all that Shiv Nadar University stands for, from beautiful memories to gems of talent, we 
owe it to our very own clubs and society to have made KAZE the whirlwind it is. No stone was left unturned to bring the 
action to the online mode, with 50+ events ranging from cultural to technical. KAZE was blessed with events that catered 
to everyone, music, dance, comedy, poetry and adventure. We had several hit events from The Build Up by Inspiria and 
16:9 by Imprints. Mizo and FUZO were also popular destinations organised by Inferno and Snuphoria. Our audience didn’t 
disappoint either, appearing for all the events scheduled and helping us make KAZE a complete hit.

The three days of KAZE were concluded through a Vote of Thanks by the Chairperson, as she expressed her hopes that all 
those associated with the fest take with them, the cherished memories created and that they continue to support Breeze. 

>

KAZE by Breeze
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University Events

International Women’s Day 
2021 

On the occasion of International Women’s Day 
(IWD) 2021, the University organised a three- day 
event with the aim of celebrating the unstoppable 

spirit of every woman. The theme for this year’s 
International Women’s Day was “Choose To Challenge.’ The 
event consisted of a plethora of activities, spread over three 
days. On 7th March, there was a cyclothon in the morning 
to promote fitness among women which saw participation 
from students, faculty and staff members.

On 8th March, an event was organised in B315 with an 
audience of roughly 100 people, with all social-distancing 
protocols in place. The event commenced with a speech by 
Dr. Rupamanjari Ghosh, followed by dance performances 
by women from Dadri, female guards of the University & 
children from Kalpana Kala Kendra headed by Dr Kalpana. 
Atriums A and B were beaming with different Stalls by 
university student start ups such as A Trillion Smiles and 
Scrunchy Central. The lady guards were also taught how to 
drive golf carts & change tyres of the cars.

A Panel Discussion took place on 9th March with the aim of 
spreading awareness about the issues that women face in 
their workplace and to show how we need to create a more 
equal world for all. 

>
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University Events

The Department of International 
Relations and Governance Studies

The Department of International Relations and 
Governance studies organized a talk on February 
11, 2021 titled ‘The Battle for International Law: 

South-North Perspectives on the Decolonization Era’ by 
Dr. Philipp Dann, Professor, Humboldt University, Berlin 
where he holds the Chair in Public and Comparative Law. 
The talk focused on how the so-called ‘decolonization era’ 
witnessed a fundamental challenge to Western hegemony 
through a new vision of the institutional environment and 
political economy of the world. 

>

The Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering

The Department of Computer Science and 
Engineering organized a virtual talk on February 
15, 2021, titled ‘Constructing an Abstraction Layer 

over Multi-Clouds’ by Dr. Sreekrishnan Venkiteswaran, IBM 
Distinguished Engineer, and CTO Hybrid Cloud Center 
of Excellence, Bengaluru. As the public and private cloud 
markets are coming of age, business functions increasingly 
exploit hybrid and multi-cloud services. To simplify the 
complexities associated with heterogeneous cloud service 
consumption, the speaker proposed a new paradigm of 
cloud brokerage that shields consumers from the vagaries 
of multiple clouds. To achieve this insulation, the cloud 
broker will present itself as the end-provider to consumers 
by creating and operating a virtual data center construct 
that we call Meta Cloud, which is assembled on top of a set 

of participating supplier clouds. The speaker’s research also formulates three powerful Meta Services. The first is multi-
cloud containerization-as-a-service, which supplies the best-performing container environment for a given workload. 
The second Meta Service provides an HA-optimized deployment architecture based on uptime requirements of a given 
workload. The third Meta Service architecturally partitions a given workload across hybrid/multi-clouds to yield the 
best-fit hosting combination mapped to requirements. 

>
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University Events

School Of Management Talks

The School of Management and Entrepreneurship 
organised a virtual talk on February 27, 2021 titled 
‘Raising of Funds - Domestic and International - 

Purpose, Processes and Challenges’. The guest speaker 
was Mr. K. Sivakumar, Former CFO, Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd - a qualified Chartered Accountant, Cost 
Accountant and Company Secretary. For growth of any 
enterprise, raising resources locally and internationally is 
a necessity in an interconnected world. For India, this is a 
pressing need keeping in mind the huge resources required 
to build a new India, especially infrastructure and production 
of goods and services so that we become a $5 trillion 
economy as espoused by our prime minister.  It is necessary 
to understand what it entails when you want to raise money 
internationally, where governance norms are very strict, 
transparency is valued and sustainability is respected.  It is 
also important to understand the challenges, processes and 
care needed to succeed in raising resources at competitive 
terms. This discussion helped untangle many such issues in 
practice.

>

The School of Management and Entrepreneurship 
also organised a talk titled ‘COVID 19 Pandemic: 
Macroeconomic Management Challenges’ by Dr. 

Hiranya Mukhopadhyay, Principal Public Management 
Specialist, Central and West Asia Regional Department, 
Asian Development Bank. The session was held on 
February 23, 2021 organized by the Economics and Public 
Policy Area of the School as a part of the course MEC 502: 
Macroeconomics, Economic Environment and Policy.

>
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University Events

Department of History Talks

The Department of History conducted a virtual 
talk titled ‘Writing Legal Histories in South Asia’on 
February 25, 2021. The guest speaker was Dr. 

Kalyani Ramnath, Prize Fellow in Economics, History, and 
Politics, Center for History and Economics; and Lecturer 
at Harvard University. Using examples from her ongoing 
book projects on law, migration, and citizenship in postwar 
South Asia, the talk suggested ways of reading, writing, and 
archiving law and legal sources in South Asia. Often, we 
think of law and history as disciplinary formations tied to 
nation-states. This talk discussed scholarly approaches that 
question these assumptions, and in this context, discuss the 
stakes of writing legal histories in (and not merely, of) South 
Asia.

>

The Department of History organised a virtual 
talk titled ‘Social History through Architecture: 
the Separation of Design and Construction’ by 

Dr. Pushkar Sohoni, Associate Professor, Indian Institute 
of Science Education and Research (IISER), Pune. This was 
held on February 18, 2021 as part of the Spring 2021 
Speaker Series. Architecture embodies social realities, 
which can be discovered through a detailed study of its 
construction. Careful documentation of historic buildings 
can reveal social processes that are often not represented 
in the inscriptional or historic record. The talk examines 
a medieval temple, understanding of its construction and 
failure, and recovers the history of the artisanal traditions 
that were involved in its construction. It becomes clear that 
the realities of traditional practices shape architecture in 
ways that are very different from the aspirational design.

>
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C-PACT Open Lectures

University Events

The Center for Public Affairs and Critical Theory (C-PACT) 
organized a virtual Public Lecture on March 1, 2021, on 

the topic ‘Trivializing Intimacy, Objectifying Entwinement: 
Rethinking Water, Land and ‘Culture’ in Bangladesh’ by 
Professor Swadhin Sen, Department of Archaeology, 
Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh. Through this lecture, he 
highlighted the need for transgressing the binary of nature and 
culture and interrogated the taken-for-granted narratives of 
disaster management. He also emphasized the archaeological 
understanding of water and river through case studies from 
various ecozones of Bangladesh, and focused upon the 
ways in which we can devise conceptual and methodological 
tools for exploring the relational aspects of landscape and 
waterscape. Considering that human actions, perceptions, 
emotions and embodied experiences are inseparable, we 
need to historicize intimacy and the living in our searches of 
past notions and praxis of water. It is only then we can begin 
to see the myriad complexities that nurture the relationships 
between land, water and culture.

>

‘NucleUs’ organized yet another engaging episode of its series on  23rd February, 2021- “Designer Genes: Tailoring 
the DNA” on genome editing. Genome editing has gained traction in recent years in light of the discovery of its 

numerous applications. With development in technology, and better understanding of genes and their interaction, the 
ease of editing has increased drastically. It was a wonderful conversation and a discussion on how Biotechnology can 
accomplish all this and more with the new techniques of ‘Genome Editing’. Session was conducted by Dr. Koyeli Mapa, 
Associate  Professor, Shiv Nadar University and Ms. Sandhya Kasi, 3rd Year BioTech Student, also an active member of 
team NucleUs.

>

The Center for Public Affairs and Critical 
Theory (C-PACT) organized another talk titled 

‘A pan-Canadian comparison of cyanobacteria bloom 
management policies, programs, and practices’ by 
Ms. Rebecca Gasman, Master’s Degree candidate in 
Geography at York University, Canada. The talk was held 
on February 22, 2021.

>
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Economics Talks
The Department of Economics organized the following virtual talks.

University Events

‘Strategic Candidacy, Informational Lobbying 
and Political Careers’ by Dr. Mandar P. Oak, 

Associate Professor, School of Economics at 
University of Adelaide, Australia. The talk was held 
on Feb 4, 2021.

>

‘Credit Contract Enforcement and 
Income Disparities across Indian States:A 

Heterogeneous Agents Framework with Formal 
and Informal Firms ’by Ms. Kriti Khanna, Ph.D. 
Candidate, University of Houston. The talk was 
held on Feb 9, 2021.

>

‘Inefficient Mortgage Defaults: Theory and 
Application to the Housing Downturn’ by Mr. 

Lalit Contractor, Ph.D. Candidate, Johns Hopkins 
University. The talk was held on Feb 9, 2021.

>

‘The Effect of Export Activity on Domestic 
Prices: Evidence from India’s Rice Sector’by 

Mr. Utsav Manjeer, Ph.D. in Economics Candidate 
at Northwestern University. The talk was held on 
February 26, 2021.

>
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University Events

‘The Effect of Export Activity on Domestic 
Prices: Evidence from India’s Rice Sector’ by 

Mr. Utsav Manjeer, Ph.D. in Economics Candidate 
at Northwestern University. The talk was held on 
February 19, 2021.

>

‘On Stars and Galaxies: Exploiting Social Influence on Networks’ by Professor Eyal Winter, Department 
of Economics, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem; and A&E Brunner Professor of Economics, Lancaster 

University. The talk was held on February 12, 2021. 

>

‘What Can(not) Explain the Gap? Evidence and 
Decomposition of Gendered Stream Choice in 

India’ by Ms. Komal Sahai, Senior Research Fellow, 
Indian Statistical Institute Delhi. The talk was held 
on February 19, 2021.

>
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Atal Incubation Centre -  Shiv Nadar University

University Events

The Atal Incubation Centre - Shiv Nadar 
University invites you to a webinar titled 

‘Identifying and Prioritizing Riskiest Assumptions’, 
as part of the Wadhwani Venture Fastrack Program, 
on February 4, 2021. 

>

The Atal Incubation Centre-Shiv Nadar 
University hosted a Pitch Cafe, virtual town hall 

for aspiring student-entrepreneurs on Feb 19, 2021 
.It was a great session to discuss entrepreneurship 
challenges faced and how to plan a start-up.

>

The Atal Incubation Centre - Shiv Nadar 
University organized a webinar titled “Funding 

your start-up” by Dr. Dhruv Nath, Angel Investor, 
Director - Lead Angels Network. He has taught 
as a Professor at the Management Development 
Institute, Gurgaon, and was working with NIIT Ltd. 
as Senior Vice President.  A very engaging session 
was held on Feb 11,2021.

>

The Atal Incubation Centre - Shiv Nadar 
University organised a webinar titled ‘Market 

Identification and Sizing’ as part of the Wadhwani 
Venture Fastrack Program on February 26, 2021. 

>
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University Events

University News

The Department of Art and Performing Art 

The department conducted a workshop titled ’And 
now what?’ by Ms. Marina Collard, an independent 
choreographer, performer and teacher. The workshop was 

conducted on February 16 and 18, and on February 23 and 25, 
2021.

>

About the Wadhwani Venture Fastrack (VFT) Program
The Wadhwani Venture Fastrack (VFT) Program is designed to empower entrepreneurs with knowledge, expertise 
and networks to build high performance startups. The VFT Network is a sector-agnostic structured program with 

the required content and platform support. It works with selected Incubators and high-potential startups to Fastrack their 
growth trajectory through an outcome-oriented program that helps startups become viable, sustainable and investable. 
It offers the startups access to startup success managers, toolkits and templates, a structured program and flexible 
curriculum along with a process driven program for better outcomes.

>

Leadership and Governance Restructuring at AIC-SNU
Nearly three years ago, Shiv Nadar University was awarded the prestigious Atal Incubation Centre (AIC) grant by 
NITI Aayog, to share the Government of India’s effort of fostering innovation and entrepreneurship, and to cradle 

start-ups. Since the formation of AIC-SNU (SNARF), the Incubator has supported more than 30 start-ups, helping them 
turn their disruptive ideas into successful businesses with its support.

To enable the success of AIC-SNU, the university leadership has made certain changes to its organizational and governance 
structure. To this end, a newly-formed Board of AIC-SNU (SNARF) was announced in February’21. 

Mr. Pawan Danwar, Chief Financial Officer of HCL Corporation, has taken on the additional responsibility as Chair of the 
Board.

Professor Pradeep Mehra, CEO of AIC-SNU, now superannuates from his position and will serve as Member of the 
Board.

Ms. Anubha Bali, Director – Career Development Center and Alumni Relations, takes charge at AIC-SNU as Managing 
Director and Member of the Board, in addition to her current role and responsibilities. 

Ms. Sheeba Khan, Business Head of AIC-SNU, now assumes the role of Interim Chief Executive Officer.

Dr. Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice-Chancellor, and Dr. Bibek Banerjee, Director -SME, will continue to lead as Directors on 
the Governing Board of AIC-SNU (SNARF).

>
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Campus Buzz

01

The School of Management and Entrepreneurship, 
in collaboration with the Finalytix club of the 
university, organized a Session on the topic 

‘Interpreting Budget 2021 – India’s step forward 
into a New Decade’ on February 28th 2021. It was 
organized by students Piyush Gupta, Pragati Goel, 
Kartik Aggarwal, and Ashish Oberoi and moderated 
by Pranav Drolia and Ritvik Jain. Esteemed panelists 
Dr. Sachchidanand Shukla (Chief Economist- 
Mahindra Group) and Dr. Partha Chatterjee (Head of 
Department of Economics) shared insightful facts and 
opinions on the post covid budget. This year’s budget 
was special in many ways, and thus the discussion 
helped the audience peel the layers of clutter to get 
to the important points. An hour-long discussion 
touched on the topic of Debt, Credit Rating, Stimulus, 
GDP and the future of the Indian economy, which 
both the speakers believe to be very bright and full 
of opportunities.

>

02

The gaming club Nexus organized the Brawlhalla 
Tournament, an online fighting game. There were 
about 20 participants in the two-phase event 

which took place on the 6th and 7th of February. It 
was a test of strength and skill in the mighty halls of 
Valhalla as competitors battled out in a series of epic 
battles!

>

03

The quizzing club Faction organized their flagship event- F! - A Media and Entertainment Quiz on 7th February. 
The event had a footfall of 160 participants, divided into 81 teams from all over the country as they made their 
way through the prelims and finals. The prize pool was worth Rs 15000/-.

>
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Campus Buzz

04

CineU organized Deep Dive: A beginner’s guide 
to Korean Cinema. The event was a talk given by 
Devanshu Rai of CineU and was part of a series 

called ‘Deep Dive’, where more technical and niche 
aspects of cinema were brought into the light. The 
event was organized online on 11th February.

>

05

The SNU Queer Collective organized Sexuality and LGBTQ+101, along with the Pratisandhi foundation held 
a workshop on Gender and Sexuality on the 20th of February. The workshop included discussion on topics 
like the difference between gender, sexual preference, sexual orientation, what homophobia meant, and the 

transgender community. The event was conducted online.

>

06

Envision organized a creative writing competition 
on the theme ‘Inspiring Women Skills for a Better 
World.’ on 19th February. About 50 students 

from across the university sent heartfelt writings. 
Giveaway prizes for winners were announced and the 
event ended with students sharing untold stories and 
poetry hidden within them.  

>

07

The event Picorrect was organized by VisuallySNU 
on February 19th. The main subject of the event 
was editing. The image to be edited was given 

by the club. A total of 21 students participated in the 
event, both from outside the club as well as from the 
club. 5 contestants were shortlisted for the second 
round. 

>
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Campus Buzz

08

On 14th February, the music society Snuphoria 
decided to dedicate a playlist on Spotify to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day with music chosen 

by the students themselves to make their day a little 
more special.

>

09

The Music society, Snuphoria, from 22nd to 
26th February organized Spotlight to increase 
engagement and showcase the talent of the club 

members. Each day, a member from the Snuphoria 
family was introduced along with their musical works. 
Each member featured in 2 reels of 30 seconds each. 
The use of reels increased the interaction of the club 
with the social community and every reel received 
over 1.5k views. 

>

Club In News
10

The Toastmasters Club of Shiv Nadar University 
is highly delighted to announce that on 21 
February, 2021 it was recognized as the 

President’s Distinguished Club.To achieve this, a club 
must complete nine of ten DCP (Distinguished Club 
Program) goals within the Toastmasters calendar year. 
The distinguished club program was established by 
Toastmasters International as a general measure of 
a Club’s success. This is the highest of three awards 
awarded by Toastmasters International to recognise 
and reward clubs that consistently maintain a high 
standard of service to their members and community. 
A typical Toastmasters meeting has three segments 
– Prepared Speeches, Table Topic and Evaluation. 
By becoming a President’s Distinguished Club, the 
Toastmasters Club of Shiv Nadar University has 
proved that the club provides an environment where 
members can learn speaking and leadership skills.
This status has been a major highlight for all the club 
members and it is extremely proud of its achievements 
and truly had a highlight and an amazing kick-off for 
the year.

>
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Hello! I hope everyone is doing well in these trying times. I 
just wanted to take this opportunity to extend my sincerest 
gratitude to the Shiv Nadar University student community for 
placing their trust and support in me as their new Cultural 
Secretary. I hope to make the best of this opportunity and 
uphold and enhace the culture of Shiv Nadar University over 
the next year. Cheers and thank you!

Srishti Agarwal, Cultural Secretary

New Student Council

Hello everyone! 
I would like to start off with a heartfelt thank you for all the support 
and encouragement I received during the elections. I am very honored 
and humbled by your trust in me and I shall work hard to do justice 
to your expectations. With a whole term ahead I can’t wait to work 
to bring back the cheery spirit of the Shiv Nadar University student 
community and create as positive an impact as I can!

Mahi Kilaru, President

As the incoming sports secretary, I look forward to making the sports 
community more inclusive and fun. The pandemic has renewed 
people’s interest in sports and I hope to make use of my time as the 
sports secretary more fruitful by inviting everybody to help organize 
and enjoy participating in various events throughout the year. I look 
forward to interacting with all of you and making 2021 an eventful 
year.

Savitha, Sports Secretary

Hey! Hope you’re all doing well in these trying times. 
First and foremost, I would like to thank everyone for voting, 
we’ve had the privilege to have had the highest voter turnout that 
Shiv Nadar University has seen! 
The main agenda for my tenure would be student body 
involvement. I believe after the year we’ve all had, we can all 
benefit from an active student life. I would encourage each and 
everyone to participate in some way. Whatever your interest is, 
we will find a way for you. All you need to do is take initiative and 
approach us, we will be there to help you realize whatever you 
decide! 
My request to everyone is, reach out to us and get more involved 
with the student council!

Muskan Aggarwal, Vice President
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I’m a freshman in B.Sc 
Mathematics.

How have you been liking 
Shiv Nadar University so 
far? (virtually, of course)

I am a multinational student, 
having grown up in Uzbekistan 
and now living in India. I first heard 
about Shiv Nadar University from 
a family friend.

How has the university 
helped you in adjusting 
with the transition 
from school to college, 
virtually?

It has been pretty cool, even 
virtually, as I’ve found myself 
socialising more than before and 
my interest in my area of study 
has increased since I started here!

What is the one thing that 
you are looking forward to 
the most for your next 4 
years here at Shiv Nadar 
University?

It has helped me reach out to 
my peers and professors over 
an online platform, which has 
eased communication for me, it’s 
helped me learn a lot too.

Any other thoughts/
comments that you might 
want to share?

To meet my classmates and 
experience life away from home! 
experience helped me grow. Of 
course, I will never forget this 
part of my life.

ANUSHA JAUHARI | Class of 2024

I am from Italy, and I am studying 
International Relations at the 
University of Bologna.

How was your first week at 
Shiv Nadar University?

At first, like in the first month, I 
realised that maybe it was a good 
decision, because I was protected 
inside the campus. In the first 
period, like I didn’t have my id, 
I couldn’t access BlackBoard, 
so my classmates sent me the 
reading. They asked me how it 
was going, how I helped you.

How was your campus 
experience?

Okay, the campus is really big, 
it’s really nice. I mean, everything 
is here, from the Mini Mart to 
the cafe, the restaurant and the 
D-block is really nice. Everybody 
knows each other, and that’s a 
good point too. 

GIULIA | Class of 2024

What is the one thing you 
would be taking away from 
your experience at the 
University?

I think I will take away the people I 
met here. I feel bad about leaving 
the people here. I think the whole 
experience has changed me in 
some way. Like, at first I wasn’t 
sure I’d make it till the end. But 
then, I’m here, it’s the last day. 
And the whole 

Any words of advice you’d 
like to share?

Unlike me, try to join as many 
activities as you can, otherwise 
you get bored. You’ll find 
wonderful people, if you’re ready 
for it! I wish you the best!

Meet Your International Friends
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Prof. Jyoti Sharma was Invited by University 
of Twente and Saxion, The Netherlands 
to deliver a talk to foreign students on 
“Sustainability and Environment.”
 
Dr Prem Pandey was guest editor for 
Special Issue “Earth Observation in Forest 
Biophysical/Biochemical parameter 
retrieval” in Journal “Remote Sensing” 
MDPI [Impact Factor-4.509]

Shiv Nadar University - A Sustainable Campus

Below are some of the initiatives taken up to make Shiv Nadar University Plastic free and more sustainable!

Initiatives to Reduce Carbon Footprint on Campus
From the Office of Director, Administration

Drip Irrigation method is being adopted as a project to water the plants at Faculty Housing, at 
Business School etc. and will be scaled up for entire Shiv Nadar University campus. Fixed water 
meter in overhead tank on each building for close monitoring and control on consumption of water.

Saving Water

Herbal/ medicinal plants have been planted . More than 60 saplings such as Curry Leaves (murraya 
sp), Jatropa , Jamun, Kalanchoe Pinnata, Bael, Neem, Basil, Ashwgandha etc. were planted in various 
placed in campus

Tree Plantation

•Bottled water purchased (plastic)for events and meetings has been reduced by 34 %
•Glass water bottles are provisioned in all conference rooms. Staff is encouraged to use Glass bottles.
•Biodegradable disposables are being used in all the food kiosks and cafeteria
•Spoon and forks at food kiosks have been replaced with biodegradable cutlery.
•Biodegradable Food wrap (Cling) has been introduced
•Govt. Permitted garbage bags are being used
•Student’s GO GREEN CLUB is active in generating awareness for a green and sustainable campus 
like Save Water Campaign, Use your own mug & Say no to plastic disposables, Avoid using straws.

No Plastic Campus
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Illisha Singh  | Final Year 
Computer Science and Engineering

Being my first medium post, I figured a little background (the kind that stands relevant here) would prove useful. So, hi. 
I am Illisha, a twenty-something individual for whom inquietude mounts at the slightest glance towards the portrayal of 
callousness towards both, animals and nature. 

For some reason, the exploitation of the voiceless that takes place on this planet has always intrigued me, though not 
captivated, mind you. Being a part of a fairly indulgent non-vegetarian family, I have had my share of non-vegetarian treats 
for just over a decade and a half. It was then that I realized that my emotions stood taller than my slight fervor for that sort 
of food. I’d never been the biggest foodie, anyway so the transition was tolerably benign, and as anyone would fathom, 
I was the only one in my family to cross over to the vegetarian side. As the years passed, my sensitivity and degree of 
receptivity towards animal cruelty kept deepening too.

I decided to write this article because lately, I found myself stuck at crossroads: I wish to mind my business but at the same 
time I want to sensitize the crowd towards the scrutiny that the animal kingdom is subjected to, in order to satiate the 
hunger pangs of approximately 6 billion people worldwide who sadly, have driven 300 mammalian species into extinction. 
Currently, meat is consumed at a rate of 320 million tons per year. I have been a complete vegetarian for about 5 years 
or so now and even as I am aware of the popular phrase ‘big things start small’ (Jeff Bezos), and I am trying to do my bit 
as a vegetarian, I am not sure I see a change. Not yet, anyway! I do realize that I am no one to reprehend others and have 
absolutely no authority towards anyone out there, but then again, a diminutive article wouldn’t really hurt anyone, right? 

This article is to put tiny bits and pieces of information out there for anyone who made it this far ahead! Half of the planet’s 
habitable land is currently exercised for agriculture purposes and a whopping 77% of that is used to raise and foster 
animals for meat and dairy. This further eradicates the habitat essential to the other species out there. Thus, of the 28,000 
species that are threatened with extinction, approximately 24,000 are threatened primarily by animal agriculture.

The truth is, even the farming practices cause a lot of land drain but the vegetarians are responsible for just half the 
amount of greenhouse-gas emissions per day as compared to meat consumers. The vegans successfully win the race by 
contributing to only two-eights of the emissions. Going vegan is definitely not a piece of cake though!

Bees, the lilliuputian creatures so momentuous to the planet’s well being, cannot deal with climate change. Climate cues 
assist them to score the perfectly pollinated plants; the climate change meddles with the weather cycles, pulling them out 
of sync. The species which are seemingly far from the hum-drum aren’t safe either. Polar bears are estimated to be down 
to one thirds of their current population in the next 25 years or so. The adorable apes and monkeys are strongly affected 
as well. The article is only meant to bring to light what the world so conveniently seems to miss out on. The point is not 
to completely relinquish meat-consuming habits or transition into a vegan the very next minute, but to just accommodate 
more vegetarian food in your diet every now and then too! I understand that even this is an adequately decent ask, but 
as someone who is determined to make a difference, I stand here humbly to request you to take certain aforementioned 
points into consideration. :)

For the sentinel ones out there :)

The Earth Month
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“It all started with a problem and a summer vacation”, says Umang Kheria, founder 
of Bhasadh (now The Goofy Store India)

“The journey has been fun, while this is 
nothing great, it has personally helped 
me get a hands on experience into the 
field of startup and starting your own 

business.”

In 2018, his second 
year of engineering, he 
was casually enjoying 
his summer vacations, 
when everything 
looked great except the 
huge pile of notebooks 
that he had collected 
over the years 
practicing Physics and 
Mathematics. That pile, 
he says, was definitely 
taller than him, 
constantly attracting 
anyone’s attention 
who entered his home. 
This is when this huge 
pile started bothering 
him and his family 
members, thinking 
about the amount of 
paper wastage that was 
happening. Everyone 
was writing temporary 
stuff on paper and then 
discarding once it was 
done. 

Out of curiosity, he 
started out looking for 
products that could 
help him solve this 
problem and solutions 
were obvious - getting 
a tab or a whiteboard. 
However, unlike most, 
he is not very fond 

of writing on digital 
products. A little 
deeper exploration 
helped him understand 
how serious this 
problem is and how 
there needs to be some 
solution to this. Thus 
began his journey of 
researching and testing 
combinations until 
he finally landed on a 
combination that could 
potentially solve this 
problem. Two months 
of vacation turned into 
a side project with an 
aim to build something 
that was reasonably 
priced, looked good, 
could be reused and 
saved paper. 

Once they had the 
product in hand, they 
started off with just 50 
pieces and surprisingly 
they sold all 50 pieces 
in one day at an 
event, receiving 150+ 
advanced orders to 
be packed. That gave 
them the confidence 
required to move ahead 
with this venture and 
see how it goes further. 

Umang Kheria, Founder of Bhasadh

Alumni Spotlight
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Madhav Mehta, an economics major had participated in an inter-college competition organized by 
NMIMS school of economics. He won first place in the Meme Lord Competition. The competition 
tested the participants about their ‘meme knowledge.’ The competition consisted of three rounds. 
In the first 2 rounds, the participants had to come up with a caption or a template that would be the 
funniest in regard to that context. After each round, only the top participants were chosen for the next 
round. The last round was a meme quiz where they tested the participants’ ‘wokeness’ regarding the 
current memes.

Student Achievement
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Campus Gallery

Womens’ Day
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Campus Gallery

IoE Celebration 
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Campus Gallery

Womens’ Day - Cyclothon



28 29

Student Lens - Nature at it’s best

Anant Bhagat  
Chemical  Engineering -  Class of 2023

Anant Bhagat 
Chemical  Engineering -  Class of 2023

 Rimjhim Singh
CSE -  Class of 2023

Anupuma Pal 
Chemical  Engineering -  Class of 2023

Madhav Agarwal
CSE -  Class of 2023

 Jahnavi  Varma
Biotech- Class of 2023

Anant Bhagat 
Chemical  Engineering -  Class of 2023

Anant Bhagat 
Chemical  Engineering -  Class of 2023
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Student Lens

Anupuma Pal
Chemical  Engineering -  Class of 2023

 Rimjhim Singh
CSE -  Class of 2023

 Rimjhim Singh
CSE -  Class of 2023

Aryan Nagpal 
CSE- Class of 2024

  Madhav Agarwal
CSE -  Class of 2023



Celebrating Ten Years of Shiv Nadar University Delhi NCR (Print Advertisement published in all 
editions of The Times of India and The Economic Times on April 6, 2021) 

On this day 10 years ago (April 6, 2011), Shiv Nadar University was established through a gazette 
notification of the Government of Uttar Pradesh. 
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