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#Gratitude

To everyone who came
together during these trying
times, we couldn’t have done it
without you.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Col. Sanjay Ganjoo (Retd.)
1967-2021
Col. Sanjay Ganjoo had been with the University since September 2014 as Senior Manager - Administration. He
was 54 yrs of age. He will be remembered for his gentle nature, sense of humour, attention to duty and his love for
horses. He had a hugely respected career in the Indian Army, serving our country, before he joined the SNU family.
This is a sudden, unexpected and an untimely loss.

Editor's
Note

Editorial
Team

As we continue to fight the devastating second wave of COVID-19, I really
hope you all are safe and pray that we come out of this soon. As the summer
season is right here and we’re looking forward to sunny days and bright
futures. Whether your interest lies in archaeology or astronomy, there’s
something for you at Shiv Nadar University. So, go on and build some castles
in the air. Here in the newsletter, we’ll show you how the last month has been!
We had a host of events and the Dean’s list function which was awaited by
all. Congratulations to all the students who were awarded and to the rest, all
the very best for the next Dean’s felicitation.
While the Covid-19 cases are on a decline now but we still need to show
vigilance and know how important it is for more and more people to be
vaccinated to flatten the curve. With the continuing CSR efforts of HCL and
the Shiv Nadar Foundation, we were able to get vaccines for HCL & SNF
entities. Glad to share that our faculty, staff, students, and third party staff
have been vaccinated.

VINNIE MATHUR

K KRISHNA

EDITOR

LAYOUT & DESIGN

We are thankful to the Shiv Nadar Foundation and HCL Foundation for all
their incredible work across the city, the district, and the State, in combating
COVID. We are extremely grateful to our Pro-Chancellor, Mr. Shikhar
Malhotra & all the efforts of our Executive Director, Col. Gopal Karunakaran
( Retd.) for getting us all vaccinated.
We would like to thank all of you for your generous donations to the fund
raising drive.
Stay safe
Vinnie Mathur
Office of Marketing & Communications
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The last time India’s real GDP growth
rate crashed to less than 1% was in 1991.
The opportunity, however cheerless that
might sound, was exploited to unleash a
series of structural reforms that placed
greater faith in the market than ever
before, freed firms from the shackles
of licensing, reduced import tariffs
and created regulatory institutions to
oversee liberalised product markets.
What followed was not unexpected but
to many it was a miraculous outcome.
India not only breached the ‘Hindu Rate
of Growth’ for consistently long periods
of time, but also established a new
normal growth rate that was structurally
different and an order of magnitude
greater compared to the past.
Today India’s GDP growth has crashed
to less than zero and it is in the throes
of an unprecedented pandemic that
has damaged several economies,
some more and some less, along
with lives and livelihoods. A shock in
recent memory is the Global Financial
Crisis (GFC) of 2008 but that dwarfs in
comparison to COVID-19. The demand,
output and employment impacts of
COVID-19 are already much more
and no one can predict how long the
pandemic will endure. While India had
largely escaped the impacts of the
GFC, this time is different. The adverse
impacts are already huge and will
unfold in the coming years with longlasting and possibly deeply damaging
consequences.

“

SHIV NADAR
UNIVERSITY, I
BELIEVE, IMBEDS
INCLUSION INTO
ITS OPERATING
STRUCTURE
AND PROVIDES A
TEMPLATE FOR
PRIVATE SECTOR
ENGAGEMENT IN
EDUCATION. FOR
INDIA’S SAKE, I
WOULD SAY, LET A
THOUSAND SNUs
BLOOM!

“

DEAN’S MESSAGE

DR. RAJAT KATHURIA
Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences
Professor, Department of Economics

DR. RAJAT KATHURIA
Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences
Professor, Department of Economics

Dean's Message (Cont.)

Unless we take decisive action today and
prepare for a soft landing in the future. The crisis
has underscored the importance of inclusion
and social cohesion and has exposed the fault
lines in India’s public distribution, social security
and public health systems, among others. A
vast informal and migrant workforce in need
of urgent state support has added several
dimensions to the challenge. An immediate
fallout of COVID-19 is the unambiguous warning
that these systems will need to be overhauled
to build resilience against the next pandemic
and to lay the foundation for a strong, humane
and inclusive economy. Economists, Nobel
Laureate Amartya Sen among them, have
for long lamented India’s inadequate public
spending on health and education. This is a
moment to correct that failing.
Never let a crisis go to waste is sagely advice
often heard in India and was acted upon once
in 1991. With its large population and many
vulnerabilities, it is time for an encore and an
unprecedented opportunity to take a long view.
In other words, it is a 1991 moment for India.
The immediate response to the pandemic has
been fiscal and liquidity support and these are
compelling during a crisis. What is equally if
not even more compelling is how the economy
can be restored and sustained post COVID-19.
Public opinion is building in favour of a more
sustainable and inclusive growth path. By all
accounts, India has fared poorly on metrics of
equality, and the label that the rich have gotten

richer has stuck, to some extent undermining
India’s growth achievements in the process.
Inclusion, inherently, has several dimensions
and in order to create a just society, the State
must provide increased and improved public
goods by itself directly and in union with the
private sector where possible. These include
both physical and social infrastructure- roads,
railroads, ports, airports, electricity, digital
infrastructure, innovation, health and education
to name a few. Of particular import for inclusion
are the latter two: health and education.
Covid has laid bare the weaknesses in India’s
health infrastructure, proving Professor
Sen’s warning was not fantasy. Naturally no
country designs health systems for the peak
experienced in a rare event such as the CVOID-19
pandemic, but even so, India has fallen short
by a wide margin. And it is clear that the public
sector will be unable to boost health systems
in and of its own, so the private sector will have
to be involved. This is already happening and
crucially the role of the State going forward will
be to ensure that private sector participation
in health care does not become usurious and
exclusionary.
For education, the principle remains the same.
The ideological opposition that education
should only be provided by the State gained
currency in India as some new private
institutions were justifiably tainted because of
dishonourable intentions, muddying the water
for other private providers. As it happens in

many markets, the tendency for ‘bad to drive
out the good’ created negative perceptions and
impediments for the ones that are there for the
long haul and for the public good. On a side note,
bear in mind that investment in education was
an important determinant of ‘the East Asian
Miracle’ and for India to realise the aspirations
of driving the Asian Century, education at all
levels will have to improve significantly and the
quantum of it will have to multiply.
In this regard, I wish to invoke my early
impressions of Shiv Nadar University (SNU)
and how it could potentially contribute to the
larger goal of nation building. I speak as much
as an outsider as insider, having recently
completed my first 50 days at SNU. The taint
for private sector in education comes from
two interrelated causes: price and quality. In
a market where there is persistent excess
demand, the only ways for the market to clear are
through rationing and/or price increases. The
latter results in exclusion, a feature justifiably
and intensely debated for a merit good like
education. SNU has consciously steered away
from that label along with a determined effort
to build diversity on campus. Based on what I
see and hear, the effort has been successful.
A related effort is to serve as a development
anchor for its geographical location in Dadri, in
the same manner that Yale and Johns Hopkins
did for New Haven and Baltimore respectively.
Even by doing nothing, the presence of the large
University campus in a less developed region
would eventually produce spillover benefits in

the immediate and extended neighbourhood.
If specific and targeted developmental
interventions are added, as is being done, the
potential benefits are not only expected to
happen quicker, but these will also be greater in
scale and scope.
The draft New Education Policy rightly
emphasises research and is a forward looking
step. Learning by rote has been a generic
indictment of India’s education system, and the
NEP attempts to change that. Implementation
will require to bring excellence in research and
in teaching to the universities. SNU’s vision
focuses on multi disciplinarity in research
and teaching and to train students to develop
independence in thinking, much like the
‘tinkering labs’ idea that is being developed
by some schools. The future demographics
of India are daunting, and at the same time
hold enormous potential. To prepare for an
inclusive India, an objective that I fear can be
postponed no longer, the bedrock will have to
be education. SNU, I believe, imbeds inclusion
into its operating structure and provides a
template for private sector engagement in
education. For India’s sake, I would say, let a
thousand SNUs bloom!
Views expressed are personal

Welcome

Prof. Sanjeev
Galande
Shiv Nadar University welcomes our new Dean of the School of Natural Sciences,
Prof. Sanjeev Galande.

		

He joins us from the Indian Institute of Science & Research (IISER)-Pune, where he served
as Professor & Ex-Head of Biology, and Dean of Research & Development. Prof. Galande
carries over two decades of experience as a scientist and academic. At IISER-Pune, he led
the Centre of Excellence in Epigenetics (CoEE) and assembled a team of scientists to study
the evolution of epigenetic mechanisms using multiple model systems. The CoEE focuses on
epigenetic modifications underlying a variety of biologically important phenomena and their
role in gene expression, regeneration, cancer, behavior, ageing, and evolution. He is credited
with having established a multidisciplinary program engaged at the interface of biochemistry,
molecular biology, bioinformatics, cell biology, proteomics, and genomics. Previously he has
also served the National Centre for Cell Science (NCCS), as a senior scientist.
Prof. Galande earned his Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the Indian Institute of Science in 1996,
following which he took up a postdoctoral fellowship at the Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory, USA. Prof. Galande was an honorary associate faculty at the University of Sydney,
Australia, and a visiting faculty at the University of Turku, Finland. He was the recipient of
the International Senior Research Fellowship, Wellcome Trust, UK, 2005-10, DBT National
Bioscience Award 2006, DST Swarnajayanti Fellowship 2007, the coveted CSIR Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar Prize 2010, GD Birla Award for Scientific Excellence 2015, and the SERB
JC Bose Fellowship 2019. He has been a Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences since
2010, of the Indian National Science Academy since 2012, and of the National Academy of
Sciences since 2017.
Please join us in welcoming Prof. Galande to the Shiv Nadar University family, and in wishing
him the very best for his new role.

Prof. Sanjeev Galande
Dean, School of Natural Sciences

Feature News

Dean’s List and OUR
(Opportunities for
Underground Research)
Felicitation Ceremony
At Shiv Nadar University, our ultimate goal is to prepare our students to be the
future leaders of the global industry. To align our thoughts with actions, the Office
of Dean of Undergraduate Studies organized the Dean’s List & OUR felicitation
ceremony on 8th April 2021. The virtual event was joined by the Vice Chancellor,
the Deans of the different departments and other office bearers of Shiv Nadar
University along with the family members of the students.

The Dean’s List ceremony, this time, was broadcasted virtually to acknowledge
the efforts of the top achievers of the Monsoon 2020 semester. The ceremony
recognizes those students who achieve a certain level of academic excellence
in an academic semester. Such a student receives a personalized certificate of
appreciation from the Dean of Undergraduate Studies, to honour and recognize
their excellent academic performance along with cash prizes to the best achievers.

The OUR felicitation ceremony celebrated the contributions of the undergraduates
of Shiv Nadar University towards research and creative inquiry in a wide range
of disciplines. These students under the guidance of the university faculty
successfully reached a significant milestone in their research studies. The event
also featured the 6 best research projects receiving the Award of Distinction. We
firmly believe that these young researchers can influence others to achieve their
potential as peer role models, and the recognition represents a mark of excellence
to be included in recipient’s curriculum vitae.

COVID RELIEF
FUNDRAISER

COVID RELIEF
SUPPORT ON CAMPUS
To tackle the fury of the second wave of
COVID, the University responded swiftly by
setting up an Emergency Response Team in
April, from volunteer students and staff, to
support the University Administration under
wing commander Anand Sharma (Retd.), Ms.
Anubha Bali & the guidance of Col. Gopal
Karunakaran (Retd.)

It has been rightly said,
“We can’t help everyone, but everyone can
help someone.”

The teams were very efficient in not only
monitoring the health of the rising number of
campus residents / students who were down
with COVID but also provided emergency
oxygen supply to those in urgent need within,
and outside campus,

Some of us at the University felt we too could
contribute towards raising funds for the
vaccination, and other COVID relief for members of
our support staff, who are on third party payrolls,
our food stall vendors, shopkeepers, helpers and
other essential people who regularly work at the
Campus.
With our donations under the Fundraiser for Covid
Support, we will support such an endeavour in our
small way.
We’re happy to share an update on our fundraiser
initiative. 210 supporters donated to the ‘Covid
Support Fund’ in less than a week, taking the total
contribution thus far to ₹ 7,55,000.
Our sincere thanks to each of the 210 supporters
who have generously donated to the cause.
We would appeal to more members of our
community to join the initiative. Your contributions
can truly help save lives of our support staff and
bring great relief to many families.
Donation is entirely voluntary, and you can
contribute any amount you wish to.
Click here to donate

To invite your friends and family to contribute,
please share this link: https://bit.ly/2QsNSfj
Donations welcome till 10th June’21.

If you have any questions, you may reach out
to any of us:
Dr. Urmila Bhirdikar

Dr. Hemanth Kadambi

+91-9049980899

+91-9844064500

Dr. Tuhina Ganguly

Dr. Divya Kannan

+91-8448960653

+91-7042273928

Ms. Vinnie Mathur

Ms. Neha Trehan

+91-85950 07978

+91-8800569997

those who needed it critically.
We are also thankful to the Blue Circle medical
staff under the aegis of Dr. Sushil Shukla who
were available 24*7.
Our University members are also experiencing
the fury of the pandemic (with around 50
employees and over 120 students) affected by
COVID. We are still in the midst of fighting the
disease both on and off campus.

It also ensured the admission of patients in
hospitals across the city by interfacing with
HCL Foundation and hospitals directly,

The Foundation facilitated for the employees
& students on campus, the scarcely available
COVID vaccines for every willing SNU staff,
faculty and their spouses, third party staff,
students on campus and around Delhi NCR
through a vaccination drive by the Max Hospital
team at the Sector 24 HCL Healthcare clinic.

An emergency ambulance was provided to
those who needed it urgently and oxygen to

We are grateful to our Shiv Nadar Foundation
for organising this for us.

University events
School of Management and Entrepreneurship

Department of International Relations and Governance Studies
The School of Management and
Entrepreneurship held a webinar, presented
by Dr. Ankur Mehra. He gave an overview
of FinTech with a focus on India. He also
commented on innovative business models
and the prospects of Central Bank Digital
Currencies. Dr. Mehra holds a PhD in Finance
from the Indian Institute of Management
Calcutta. He teaches Financial Accounting,
Corporate Finance and FinTech.

Avirodha - the HR Club of Shiv Nadar
University, Delhi NCR held a talk titled
‘Governance in Japanese companies:
challenges and changes in the last 30 years’
by Dr. Shiniya Fujino, Assistant Professor,
Faculty of Global studies, Reitaku University,
Japan on April 14. It was moderated by Dr.
Kaushik Chaudhuri, School of Management
and Entrepreneurship, Shiv Nadar University,
Delhi NCR, the talk was part of the Japanese
Management and Business Ethics course.

Avirodha - the HR Club of Shiv Nadar
University, Delhi NCR held a talk titled ‘The
Changing Faces of Japanese Management:
A Cross-cultural Management Perspective’
by Dr. Keith Jackson, Researcher, Centre for
Financial and Management Studies, SOAS,
University of London; and Professor and
Researcher, Institute of Business Accounting,
Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan, on April 21.
Moderated by Dr. Kaushik Chaudhuri, School of
Management and Entrepreneurship, Shiv Nadar
University, Delhi NCR, the talk was part of the
Japanese Management and Human Resource
Management. The talk highlights some of the
trends that are impacting on the study and
practice of management in Japan today.

The Department of International Relations
and Governance Studies conducted a
seminar on ‘The Specter of Sinocentrism
and the Hope for Chinese IR’’ by Dr. Sinan
Chu, Research Fellow, German Institute for
Global and Area Studies, Hamburg, Germany,
on April 8, 2021. In this talk, he critically
engaged Tianxia Theories/Tianxia-ism, a
prominent school of thought on international
relations (IR) in contemporary People’s
Republic of China.

The Department of International Relations
and Governance Studies conducted a talk
titled ‘What does the figure of Thomas
Sankara tell us about IR?’ by Dr. Olivia
Rutazibwa, Senior Lecturer, International
Development of European Studies,
University of Portsmouth on April 15. In
this talk Dr. Olivia drew upon the figure
of Thomas Sankara to discuss what he
invites us to think about what we are
supposed to remember and forget in IR, as
well as thinking through alternative (anticolonial/anti-imperial) ways of engaging
in International solidarities as a central
question in IR.

University events
Office of International Partnerships

Department of English

Department of Art & Performing Art

In April, The Office of International
Partnerships conducted their second series
of Beyond Boundaries: Beyond Boundaries
2.0 webinar series brought together exciting
speakers and different voices who opened our
horizons to many new worlds. The broader
theme for this year’s webinars was new and
emerging changes that we are adapting to in
this uncertain world.
April 8: In Conversation with Dr. Ka Yee
Christina Lee (Provost, University of Chicago),
Dr. Rupamanjari Ghosh and Dr. Partha
Chaterjee.This webinar titled ‘Why does
global collaboration matter in this uncertain
world?’ This was the first webinar in the
Beyond Boundaries 2.0 series, the talk was
moderated by Dr. Partha Chatterjee, Dean
of International Partnerships; Professor and
Head, Department of Economics, Shiv Nadar
University Delhi NCR.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0kva5_LFeg

April 15: In Conversation with Dr. Andrew
Kenan Rose (Dean, Business School;
Distinguished Professor –Finance, National
University of Singapore) and Dr. Partha
Chatterjee.
https://www.youtube.com watch?v=XX0CxgcZHeE

April 22: In Conversation with Dr. Pauline
Rose (Professor, International Education;
Director-Research for Equitable Access
and Learning (REAL) Centre, University of
Cambridge and Dr. Partha Chatterjee.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfS49LuCIWw

The English Department presents the 202021 edition of The Freewheeler. It is, like all its
predecessors, a piece of good literature. In
addition it is a testament to the commitment
and dedication of the student editors and
contributors who have managed to put
together a quality journal in these trying
times. (Click here to read)

The Department of Art and Performing
Art held a virtual workshop on April 13th,
titled ‘Dance & Camera’ by Ms. Sumedha
Bhattacharya, Academic Tutor & TRIP Fellow,
Jindal School of Liberal Arts and Humanities,
O.P. Jindal Global University.

Department of Economics
The Department of Economics held a talk
titled ‘Unearthing Zombies’ by Dr. Nirupama
Kulkarni, Research Director, CAFRAL on April
16. Dr. Nirupama discussed how ineffective
debt resolution perpetuates zombie lending,
how bankruptcy reform has emerged as a
solution and many other related topics.

University events
Department of Sociology

The Department of Sociology held a talk
titled ‘The Imperial Optic: College Studies,
Race and Mobility’ by Dr. Mariam Durrani,
Assistant Professor of Anthropology,
Hamilton College, on the 8th of April. In
this talk, Dr. Mariam discussed the imperial
optic as a conceptual orientation to see how
social life on campus is refracted through
war making policies.

Department of History

The Department of History held a talk
titled ‘Fractured Families: Forced Child
Removal from Hijra and ‘Criminal Tribe’
Households in Nineteenth Century North
India’ by Dr. Jessica Hinchy, Assistant
Professor, Nanyang Technological University,
Singapore. The talk was held on April 25.

Department of Civil Engineering
The Department of Civil Engineering held a
seminar titled ‘History of Settlement Planning
in India’ by Dr. Ankhi Banerjee, Assistant
Professor, Ranbir & Chitra Gupta School of
Infrastructure Design and Management,
Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur,
India, on April 29. The seminar was
moderated by Dr. Ellora Padhi, Assistant
Professor, Department of Civil Engineering,
School of Engineering, Shiv Nadar University,
Delhi NCR. The presentation aimed to
provide a holistic view of the history of
settlement planning as seen in Indian cities
and to emphasize the existing planning
policies
Department of Design

Department of Physical Education and Sports

Department of Civil Engineering
The Department of Civil Engineering held a
seminar titled ‘Water Crisis and the Growing
Metropolis: The Case of NCT Delhi’ by Dr.
Arindam Biswas, Associate Professor,
Department of Architecture and Planning,
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Roorkee,
India, on April 15. The seminar was
moderated by Dr. Hitesh Upreti, Assistant
Professor, Department of Civil Engineering,
School of Engineering, Shiv Nadar University,
Delhi NCR. The talk analyzed the impact
of land use, land cover change on water
demand and supply pattern of a rapidly
growing metropolis.

The Department of Design held a talk titled
‘Design Engagements at the Margins: What
I Learned in Rural Underserved India’ by Dr.
Uttaran Dutta, Associate Professor, Hugh
Downs School of Human Communication,
Arizona State University on April 16.

The Department of Physical Education and
Sports conducted a virtual session titled
‘Yoga for PCOS - Conscious Healing’ by Dr.
D. Uma Maheswari, Guest Lecturer (Yoga),
Department of Yoga, Tamilnadu Physical
Education and Sports University, on April
18. The session was moderated by Veda
Samhitha Kanduri, Coordinator - Student
Activities and Sports, Shiv Nadar University,
Delhi NCR.

A SUSTAINABLE
CAMPUS

University events
Career Development Center
The Career Development Center conducted
a virtual talk titled ‘Future of Impact Sector
Hiring’ by Mr. Jagdeesh Rao, Anchor &
Curator - Promise of Common Initiatives,
Former CEO - Foundation of Ecological
Security; Mr. Sandeep Khanwalkar, Senior
Programme Director - Development
Alternatives; and Mr. Suresh Babu, Director
- Rivers, Wetlands & River Policy, World
Wide Fund for Nature – India, on April
29. The talk was moderated by Dr. Ram
Ranjan, Associate Professor, Department of
Economics, School of Humanities & Social
Sciences .
Atal Incubation Centre, Shiv Nadar University

Atal Incubation Centre - Shiv Nadar University, supported by AIM, NITI Aayog, Govt. of India, held
a panel discussion titled ‘Driving Innovation through Startup - Industry Collaboration’ on April 30
as part of the Venture Challenge 4.0 Webinar Series. The speakers at the panel include experts
from Dassault Systèmes, Microsoft, HCL and Novartis who will be sharing insights on driving
innovation through startups.
AIC SNU and HPE jointly called applications for a startup program, sponsored and facilitated by
HPE

The following books are under publication highlighting the beautiful flora & fauna of the campus
by Prof. Jyoti Sharma & his team.

1

Butterflies of Shiv Nadar
University Campus:
A Pictorial Handbook

2

Birds of Shiv Nadar
University Campus:
A Pictorial Handbook

3

Know your plants: Wild
and cultivated plants of
SNU Campus

4

The Winged Animals:
Butterflies to Birds- A
Coffee Table Book.

Prof. Jyoti Kumar Sharma
Professor & Head
Center for Environmental Sciences & Engineering (CESE),
School of Natural Sciences (SoNS)

CLUB
EVENTS

The Literary and Spoken Arts Society of SNU, Words.ink organised
a discussion on “Oppression and Ostracization: A South Asian
Perspective” ,on the 4th of April. The discussion revolved around the
four short stories from different regions in South Asia which broadly
explore the themes of oppression and ostracization.

SPIC MACAY SNU Chapter in collaboration with CineU organised a
movie screening programme for the screening of National Awardwinning Marathi film- Anandi Gopal (2019), directed by Sameer
Vidwans on 3rd April. The story revolves around the life and journey
of Anandibai Gopalrao Joshi, who overcame several obstacles with
the help of her husband Gopalrao Joshi to become one of India’s first
female physicians.

01.

02.

Club events
The Dramatics society of SNU, Imprints conducted a creative story
writing competition In this competition, the contestants were given a
set of movies to choose from and creatively write an alternate ending
for a movie. The 5 movies given were: Drishyam, Koi Mil Gaya, Arjun
Reddy , Lagaan, Gulliver’s travels. The event was announced on 7th
April 2021 on their social media page and the winner was awarded a
prize money of Rs. 500.

03.
The Happiness club of SNU- Metanoia, The Discussion Society
Stimulus, GirlUp and SNU Queer Collective collaborated to conduct
a Sex Education event on 17th April, 2021. It was a virtual panel
discussion, where three different topics within the domain of Sex
Education were discussed. The moderator was provided by Stimulus,
however, one representative for every club was there. The speakers:
Miss. Indraja, Miss. Delshad Master, and Miss. Indu Chauhan (from
Shiv Nadar University) provided great insights on topics like sexuality,
different relationship dynamics, inclusivity and many more. The
discussion garnered a total of 137 attendees.

04.

On 18th April, GirlUp SNU collaborated with Girl Up Ahsaas in a 4 day
event that had invited various professionals from tech and non-tech
domains to talk about the hardships women often face to make their
name in the corporate world. Three days were filled with celebrities
and successful women sharing their stories. The last day was “Girl
Up Assemble”, in which Girl Up Clubs were invited to share about
their journeys and motives behind the club.

05.
The Fashion & Lifestyle Society of Shiv Nadar University, Enchant
did a photo series, “The Retro Shoot”. It was a three post series that
stretched through the month. It was inspired by the style of three
different decades(the 70’s , 80’s and the 90’s).The idea was to pick
up outfits from different eras based on a particular genre ( street
style, mafia or women in power suits) and remake it with a touch of
contemporary fashion. They also did the “celebrity inspired looks”
which was a classic makeup video (reel) made by the make up team. It
consisted of four different and popular looks recreated by the members
of the team.

06.

FACULTY
ACHIEVEMENTS
Latest research article published in the Special Issue “Chemical Bonding: A Commemorative
Special Issue Honoring Professor Linus Pauling” of the journal “Molecules”.

FUNDRAISER
Do your little, for these little gems!
Aashman Foundation essentially aims to help widows,
and children who can’t afford to study. Amidst the
tensions of the second wave of covid, the foundation
is helping poor kids by providing them with milk, even
a little would do. Let’s come together as a community,
and help them out.

DETAILS FOR THE
PAYMENT
Bank Details:
According Dr. Parthapratim Munshi, PhD, FRSC
Head & Associate Professor, Chemistry
Department, School of Natural Sciences
“In this study, we employed the quantum
crystallographic approach for virtual screening
of potent ligands - this study is expected to
ease the drug discovery research.” It’s a great
piece of work by Dr. Parthapratim Munshi & Dr.
Suman Kumar Mandal, ex-Ph.D. student, who
has recently joined as a postdoctoral research
associate at the University of Bristol, UK.

Name: Aashman Foundation
Account Number: 183622010000124
IFSC Code: CORP0001836
Bank: Union Bank of India
UPI Id: aashman@uboi

The citation details and the link of the article are
as follows:
Molecules 2021, 26(9), 2605
https://www.mdpi.com/1420-3049/26/9/2605

Biography of the authors:
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/1567430
https://sciprofiles.com/profile/157303

Dr. Parthapratim Munshi & Dr. Suman Kumar Mandal

Aashman Foundation has started the campaign known as Milk Bank Campaign. Under this, they
have taken an initiative to provide milk on a daily basis to children in need. The calculation is Rs.25
per packet of milk (Rs.25*30 days) Rs. 750 per month per child.
Come forward and be a milk bank ambassador and help the kids get their daily dose of milk.
Our student, Astha Rathoad, English Research, Batch -2024 works as an intern with the foundation
and is collecting money for the same. Do come in large numbers to support the cause.
Contact her at : +91 91 98737 778 | Donations welcome till 10th June’21.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

APRIL INSTAGRAM
EVENTS

5 June 2021

Global Mental Wellness Seminar Series
7:30 PM

12 June 2021

Global Mental Wellness Seminar
Series | 7:00 PM

5 June 2021
World Environment Day Talk
6:00 PM

19 June 2021

Global Mental Wellness Seminar
Series | 7:00 PM

ALUMNI
ACHIEVEMENTS

STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENTS
MUSKAN AGARWAL

RAKESH MUNNANOORU

A TRILLION SMILES

The community at Shiv Nadar University
is all the more elated today to celebrate
a special occasion. Rakesh Munnanooru,
from Whistledrive, has been honoured
with the membership of the Forbes
Technology Council. The global council
is renowned for world-leading CIO and
CTO executives worldwide in the sphere
of technology. This honour is a sheer
testament to Mr Munnanooru’s and
WhistleDrives’s vision, innovation and
expertise in enterprise logistics.
Mr Munnanooru’s welcome has created
opportunities to make a greater impact
on the global business world and serve as
a stakeholder in one of the most curated
and social capital-driven networks across
the globe.

MUSKAN AGARWAL

“Welcome to A Trillion
Smiles! While there can
never be enough smiles
on the face of your loved
ones, we thought a trillion
might just cut it. So with
that being our aim, we
sought to make gifting
hassle-free and extend
assistance to people who
share our ideology that
gift-giving doesn’t have
to be tormenting to be
special.”

From being recognized as ‘The Next Global
Tech50’ at the World Innovators Meet,
2019, and now being accepted to Forbes
Technology Council, Mr Munnanooru has
been at the forefront of revolutionizing the
technology industry and creating higher
impact products and services.
Having witnessed and lauded Mr.
Munnanooru’s vision at WhistleDrive,
making
it
India’s
fastest-growing
employee transportation and Urban
Mobility company, we cannot wait to
witness the wonders that lay ahead of him.

RAKESH MUNNANOORU

A Trillion Smiles is Muskan
Agarwal’s first start up
and they specialise in
personalizing celebrations
for your loved ones. With
handmade albums and
boxes, pop art models,
homemade
chocolates

and
plenty
other
extraordinary options to
choose from, you can bid
adieu to repetitive and
mundane gifts. No matter
what the occasion, A
Trillion Smiles is here with
uber-cool choices to make
birthdays, anniversaries,
housewarming, or any
occasion special, and they
also promise to keep it a
secret just how effortless
it was for you to gift a
memory they will cherish
for a long time.
To explore more about
how they manage to
spread a trillion smiles, do
follow them on Instagram
(@atrillionsmiles).

DEVANG PATEL
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ANTHOLOGY PUBLICATION
“Growing up, we were always told avid
readers always make great writers. It
had indeed been many years since
reading had become an integral part
of our lives, and the hands were kind
of itching for becoming a professional
writer, so when the opportunity
presented itself to be on the other
side of manuscript, we just had to
take it. And lo and behold, in a matter
of few days, we became professional
writers; the years of reading, dull
musings, experimenting with poetic
devices, finally paid off. Today, we
are published writers, all thanks to
@_hareemsays_ and @co_authors_
family on LinKedin for making this
possible, your one little push made
us actual authors.”

Hi! I’m Narayani Jha. I’m a first year student pursuing B. Sc.
(Research) in Economics.
Where are you from and how did you get to know
about the university?
I am from Noida and I heard from family and friends who are
currently studying here.
How have you been liking so far? (virtually, of course)
Shiv Nadar University has been amazing until now. In the
beginning it was a little overwhelming with all the deadlines
and assignments, but along with new found friends and a
very supportive faculty, everyday has been a new learning
experience for me and I’m very excited for all my 4 years
here.

Narayani Jha

making friends or doing well in class. With the added obstacle of classes being conducted
online due to this pandemic, SNU has taught me that even in the toughest of times, we
can find happiness. The fresher’s party that was conducted online is the best example for
that. Professors push us to our limits to do our best and I love the challenges they throw
at us everyday. Shiv Nadar University has also taught me that though everything is being
conducted online right now, we need to be patient and give everything time to fall into place.
Initially I struggled to make friends virtually but now, I’m confident to say that even in this short
span of time, I’ve made friends who will last forever.
What is the one thing that you are looking forward to the most for your next 4 years
here at Shiv Nadar University?
Exploring and discovering the campus. With a massive and impressive layout of Shiv Nadar
University, I cannot wait to know every nook and corner of the beautiful campus and make
some of the most beautiful memories there that I know I will cherish forever.

How has SNU helped you in adjusting with the
transition from school to college,
virtually?
At school we’ve always been used to being spoon feeding
by our teachers and everything is extremely easy, be it

MEET YOUR FRIENDS AROUND THE GLOBE
Hi, I’m Suditi Sundaram. I’m a first year student majoring in
English here at Shiv Nadar University.
Where are you from and how did you get to know about
Shiv Nadar University?
I’m originally from Chennai but because my father is an Army
officer, I move very frequently. Due to that, I don’t have one
place that I can say I “come from”. I completed my IB diploma
at a high school in Qatar which is when I first heard about Shiv
Nadar University. Because of the pandemic, it became all the
more important for me to return to India. I knew friends who were
already attending Shiv Nadar University so I got in touch with
them and did thorough research before applying and eventually
finalizing this as the university of my choice.

Suditi Sundaram

How have you been liking Shiv Nadar University so far?
(virtually, of course)
I have been enjoying my (virtual) Shiv Nadar University
experience so far. It has been extremely reassuring and proactive.
Speaking for myself, there has rarely been a dull moment since
I joined. The club recruitments as well as all the interactive
events that have been organized so far have kept me very
occupied. Moreover, it’s a lot harder to attend classes online

but the professors have been very accommodating; network issues, slightly less class participation
etc have all been dealt with in a very understanding manner. I have had the chance in these few
months to befriend a few of my fellow batchmates, all of whom have been really welcoming. So overall,
although this isn’t the ideal start to the holistic university experience, it is as good as it can get in these
unprecedented circumstances.
How has Shiv Nadar University helped you in adjusting with the transition from school to
college, virtually?
In terms of online learning, the transition from school to college hasn’t been that drastic. I finished
school online due to which there wasn’t much adjusting involved. However, a major change for me has
been in terms of the people I interacted with. Shiv Nadar University made this transition a lot easier - the
seniors have constantly created activities and opportunities for students to interact with each other,
specifically through club oriented events. The concept of having a family head / group genuinely
made the initial days a lot less unnerving. Furthermore, in high school, students were spoon-fed to a
certain degree but Shiv Nadar University promotes independence. Therefore, having to do everything
on my own time with responsibility has increased my time management skills. This is something that
will strengthen once we’re on campus eventually.
How has Shiv Nadar University helped you in adjusting with the transition from school to
college, virtually?
The one thing I’m eagerly looking forward to is the hostel life. After hearing so many stories about
Naveen bhaiya’s chai and events like Breeze among others, it’s an understatement to say that I’m
waiting with bated breath to experience all of it in its entirety.

The Bertie Project (Novel)

Must Read

WORDS.INK

BOOK NOOK

It follows the 1st person narrative of
protagonist Jack and the steadily declining
relationship with his Chinese mother. She
shared a special bond with Jack when
she was younger where they would make
paper origami animals together. However,
reeling the pressures of fitting in as a

- Alexander McCall Smith, The Bertie Project
Wry, sensitive and touching, The Bertie Project(2016) is eleventh installment in the author’s
44 Scotland Street Series. The books do not have to be read in chronology and each narrative
is packed with intrigue, mystery and lots of dark humor. Also, as the above quote suggests,
an investigation on the ridiculousness of human life.

The Paper Menagerie (Short Story)
Winner of two of the three Major Science
Fiction Awards, (Hugo and Nebula) The
Paper Menagerie by Ken Liu is a poignant
meditation on immigration, family, grief
and love.

The problem, he thought, was that so much humor involved
misfortune of one sort or another, and now that same human misfortune was out of
bounds - interdicted by self-appointed guardians of sensitivity. There was somebody
to be offended by everything, he though, which left little room for laughter.

‘halfie’ (Half-American and Half-Chinese)
in the United States, he withdraws from
his mother and begins despising her for
her lack of English literacy. The narrative is
told in the riveting genre of Magic Realism,
imbuing the ordinary with wonder and
spirit.
Author Ken Liu really breathes life into
each character, like the origami animals
that dance around in his short story. The
short story is freely available online at this
site: 06 Liu-Paper 3-11 (jerrywbrown.com).

Like the rest of the series, the book
follows the lives of characters that
live at 44 Scotland Street and others
connected to them and make you
smile and think at every turn. For the
first time, Bertie (of the title) and his
father, Stuart make a bid for freedom
from Bertie’s dictatorial mother Irene,
while the rest of the characters are
pondering over Parenthood, Scottish
paintings and poetry, defenestration,
proper grammar and snobbery.
From the endearing seven-year old
Bertie, narcissistic Bruce Anderson
and eccentric portrait painter Angus
Lordie’s and his mother Irene- the
characters are painted with depth and
realism. It makes for a great read.

Writer's Avenue

EMPTY
DELHI

time of independence. Since then, economic migrants from all over India have flooded the city.
Delhi does not possess an ethnic core, which is why it has remained Delhi in an era where ethnic
chauvinism has renamed the other Indian cities. What it has had in droves is the migrant’s
determination to make good at any cost.
Before the pandemic, that manifested itself in an in-your-face mentality built around getting
somewhere and becoming someone fast. If nothing else, the one thing you could take for granted
about Delhi was its stomach for a fight. Today even that is in retreat. The city is running scared.
Just about every Delhiite either has the virus or knows someone who has it or, worse, someone
who has succumbed to it. Those who are safe have no illusions about what can happen if they
catch it. Then there is the economic ruin wrought by the second wave of the pandemic. The city
was just starting to get back on its feet, but the latest wave promises to knock it down for the
count. And there is nowhere to run; the pandemic is raging all over India. The only thing you can do

An Essay by: Prof. Vikram Kapur

‘Empty Delhi’ was originally published in the May issue of the Mekong Review, a literary magazine
of arts, literature, culture, politics, the environment and society in Asia.
These days it feels surreal to wake up in Delhi.
Nothing that was synonymous with a typical
Delhi morning exists: no irate car horns sound
in the street. No Bollywood film songs play in
chai stalls. No two-wheelers or three-wheelers
weave in and out of traffic. The streets are
empty. The shops and stalls are shuttered. The
hawkers’ carts stand abandoned. Even the stray
dogs go about with their barks stuck in their
throats. The sky stretches clear and blue as far
as the eye can see. There is no smog to invade
your nose or clutch at your throat or poke in
your eyes. Only the birds seem to delight in that.
As they fly about squawking, you wonder if they
are cackling at the sight of humans locked up in
their homes below.
The last time I felt like this in Delhi was way
back in 1984 when Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
was assassinated by two Sikh bodyguards and
vengeful goons took to the streets to teach
Delhi’s Sikhs a lesson. Back then, the empty
streets spoke of fear and apathy. The Sikhs’s
fear of being hunted and the apathy of the
rest of the city unwilling to come to their aid.
That was when I realised that cities are not

meant to be empty or quiet. When they are,
it means something is wrong. In the case of
Delhi, you can add blue skies to this scenario.
A quiet Delhi under clear skies is a sure sign of
catastrophe.
Today the catastrophe can be seen in city
hospitals that have run out of available beds
and oxygen cylinders and in crematoriums
that are unable to keep up with the number of
dead bodies piling up despite working day and
night. It is at the city’s psyche, however, that
the second wave of Covid-19 has struck most
tellingly.
Delhi is different from other Indian
metropolises. You need only look at how the
city has evolved since India’s independence
from Britain in 1947 to figure out why. In
1947, Delhi had 900,000 inhabitants. By the
time the pandemic hit in 2020 it was home to
30.2 million people. The bulk of Delhiites are
migrants or the children of migrants. First,
there were the political migrants from Pakistan:
Hindus and Sikhs fleeing religious persecution
after British India was split into Hindu-majority
India and Muslim-majority Pakistan at the
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THE MESSAGE

Vikram Kapur
Professor,
Department of
English

is lock yourself away like a fugitive. You don’t know how long that will save you. Delhi’s homeless,
meanwhile, who number in the millions, don’t even have that opportunity.
Will the city ever recover? I certainly hope so. There is a song from an old Bollywood film whose
lyrics translate to: ‘Our night may be long/but it is after all only the night.’ Here the lyricist is clearly
hearkening to the fact that the night is always followed by dawn. At this moment, however, it is
hard to think of the dawn. The night is so dark that it seems to have no end in sight.

Writer's Avenue

MOTHER’S
DAY

WRITTEN BY — HILOR GULATI

I wonder if Mother’s Day should be celebrated as a separate day today,
Or is it a day when you went through those painful hours and finally got your first child?
Maybe the first day you had someone to call you ‘mother’.
I wonder how it is like to be you,
Selfless and dedicated with affection leaving no corner of you vacant.
I wonder how it is to be like you sacrificing your own being,
With not a spot of regret on your face.
I wonder if I can ever be like you,
Hiding tears behind those tender smiles,
Without giving a clue of how much it hurts to leave everything behind to raise a child,
I wonder and wonder and wonder,
Till I find my home in the only place,
Called my mother’s lap.

- Ananya Barakoti
First year CSE’ 24

- Hilor Gulati
First year Economics and Finance ‘24

TEAM
VIDYUT

Writer's Avenue

The road which we took: is a ‘lie’
The road which we took
Is full of forgery and staggering encounters

ASME Student Design Competition International Rank 1
TEAM VIDYUT

Not about the silver lining to our sad lives
The road which we took
Has cramped us with anxiety, and numbness

Congratulations!!

Putting a ‘full stop’ to our pixie dust, and rainbows

Let’s hear it from the team itself about their wonderful experience.

The road which we took
Is like tasting red wine,

Team Vidyut is a team of 9 members under the guidance of Dr. Nishant Mishra.

Appealing enough to romanticize about,

This year we had an interesting problem statement in which we had to build

Until you realize the bittersweet taste of it.

a robot which would harness wind and solar energy and transport weights

The road which we took

from one location to another. The tricky part of the problem statement was that

Has not merged into the yellowwoods,

we were not allowed to use any battery other than a small AAA cell used
in TV remotes to store the harnessed energy. Throughout the period of 6

But has amalgamated into an obscure idleness

months, we have gone through extensive prototyping processes to adequately

The road which we took
Is topsy-turvy and full of puddles
Hoping to find a clear path to walk on
The road which we took

Written by Shravya Agarwal,
Sociology, Batch of
2023

address the SDC challenge statement. We had to think of a storage method
which would not involve any type of chemical reactions. We got inspired from
toy cars and thought of storing the energy in springs and then utilizing it for
moving the robot initially.

Is feeling dejected in our imaginary handcrafted bathtubs
Anticipating joy, and going back to how it was
The road which we took
Is slipping into ‘not sure’s and ‘constant questioning’
About the ‘could have’s’ and the ‘would have’s’
The road which we took
Is perhaps the never-ending
‘Uncertaintainities’
Presuming that this road would end someday
And diverge into the greenwoods of our choices

Dr. Nishant Mishra

ZENIDA STUDIOS PRIVATE
LIMITED
www.zenidastudios.com

Zenida Studios was founded by a group of three college students, who shared a
passion for gaming. Amazed at the vast number of possibilities that the gaming
world held, they have embarked on a journey to build the next stepping stone

“

for the industry’s evolution.
Remember your first steps in your own fantasy world as a child? They are the
ones that shape our imagination. And our imagination in turn shapes our reality.

“

ATAL
INCUBATION CENTRE,
SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY

STARTUP JOURNEY

We here at Zenida Studios pride ourselves of the universes we create. They are
places to lose yourself into. Join us with your friends and family to dive deep
into our worlds and experience rich and enriching adventures.

Zenida Studios is a video game startup
that has experience in developing
games for mobile, with a PC project in
development as well. For their works,
they made use of several third-party
software

such

as

Unity,

Inkscape,

Aseprite, and Audacity. So far, they have
released two hypercasual mobile games
namely, ‘Quantum’ and ‘Fill it Up’.

FOUNDERS:
TUSHAR RATURI
linkedin.com/in tushar-raturi

SIGNIFICANT
ACHIEVEMENTS

ASHUTOSH MAHAJAN
linkedin.com/in/ashutosh-mahajan-885931156/

RAGHAV MITTAL
linkedin.com/in/raghav-mittal-b7807a121/

1. Got recognition from Startup India.
2. Released two games into the market
via Google Playstore.
3. Got recognition from Startup
Uttarakhand.
Current Status: Prototype
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From the Lens of

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
COL. GOPAL KARUNAKARAN
(RETD)

PICTURESQUE CAMPUS

Aya n a Sa rkar - 4 th year PhD s t u d e nt ,
Physics d epa r tm ent

Anupama Pal
C hemical Engineer ing - C l a ss of 2023

Ms. S h e e b a K h a n
Ch i e f E xe c ut i ve Offi c e r , S h i v N adar A I C
R e se a rc h F oun d a t i on

Aya n a Sa rkar - 4 th year PhD s t u d e nt ,
Phys i cs d epar tm ent

Win g Co m m a n d e r An a n d Sharm a (Retd .)
Dire cto r, Ad m in is t rat io n

Ms. S h e e b a K h a n
Ch i e f E xe c ut i ve Offi c e r , S h i v N adar A I C
R e se a rc h F oun d a t i on

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
Upcoming/ Ongoing Events May 2021
Online Yoga Classes: To fight with the complications of pre & post COVID symptoms, special
online yoga class is happening everyday morning 07:00am & Evening 05:30pm by the
Department of Physical Education for the entire SNU community by Yoga instructor Ms.
Sudipta Sil (open to all your near and dear ones, for kids to senior citizens). Department of
physical education , SNU is trying to make people healthy in this Covid-19 pandemic with
their everyday yoga session.
Session Highlights:
How to Increase Oxygen Level in the lungs, Improve the quality of breath, Boost your immunity
power.

If you have content you’d like considered for inclusion in the
upcoming newsletter, please write to me at
vinnie.mathur@snu.edu.in
Please feel free to forward this to a friend or associate, follow us on
Instagram @SNUEngage and get an online read on the website too!
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Yoga for PCOS: Conscious Healing: The
Department of Physical Education conducted
a Webinar titled ‘Yoga for PCOS - Conscious
Healing’ by Dr. D. Uma Maheswari, Guest
Lecturer (Yoga), Department of Yoga, Tamilnadu
Physical Education and Sports University,
on April 18, 2021 at 12:00 PM. The session
was moderated by Veda Samhitha Kanduri.
Positive feedback was shared with most of the
participants and they are looking forward to
more such webinars and workshops.

f /Snu_engage

