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Editorial
After a brief pause, when students were away from the University for a few months, Shiv Nadar University has
caught its lightning pace again. It all started with the newly arrived Class of 2020 on 20 July 2016. The lazy
afternoons suddenly turned into a frenzy, and tranquil evenings were ﬁlled with voices from across the nation.
Aspiring, inquisitive, and a little nervous for their maiden journey, the incoming students are now slowly
settling into the rigour of their new life.
Introductions, timid hellos, and awkwardness are a passé already, and it is hard to differentiate the newly
arrived ones (students) from the existing lot. They have already explored the nooks and corners of the
University and found their interests in different clubs run by the students here.
They have managed to choose the subjects they want to pursue and the research they want to carry out.
Enough about the freshmen Class, sophomore, junior, and senior Classes are just happy to be back at their
second home (as they call it). While sophomore and junior Classes meddle with their majors and minors, the
senior year students - dressed in crisp formals - can be seen waiting around for their campus placement
interviews. The Whistling Teal team wish them luck for their ﬁrst job.
Amidst all this, the University completed 5 years of its inception on 17 August 2016, celebrating the founder’s
day. The institution has grown by leaps and bounds in these ﬁve years. The University had started with just
265 students in 2011, the number of students have grown to ~2100 now.
Congratulations are in order for our students as well, as they make us proud at various national and
international forums.
With life (reads students) back to the University, days are ﬁlled with classes, projects, labs, assignments along
with events and funfair. However, the best is yet to come. The induction sessions, parents orientation, club
orientations and Student Chapters – all seemed like a warm-up, as the University concludes its ﬂagship event
– the three days long extravaganza – Breeze 2016. With excitement at its peak the students put their best feet
forward during the inter-university festival, which hosted students from across the country.
The University has added another feather to its hat, as it organizes its ﬁrst TEDx event, licensed as
TEDxShivNadarUniversity. With a stellar line of speakers for the event – it cannot get as happening as Shiv
Nadar University anywhere else right now.

Editorial Team
Whistling Teal

Image: Mr. Rajesh Kumar Singh, Media labs, Department of Art Design and Performing Arts, School of Humanities and Social Sciences
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Accolades

Prof. Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice Chancellor, Shiv Nadar
University received the Higher Education Leadership
Award 2016 at the Elets 7th World Education Summit held
in New Delhi on 5-6 August 2016. She was also among one
of the speakers during a panel discussion held at the
World Education Summit.

Dr. Shubhro Sen, Director, School of Extended Education
and Professional Development; and School of
Management and Entrepreneurship, Shiv Nadar University
was invited as a panellist for Skill India Conclave – Skill Inc.
organized by Times of India on 5 August 2016.

Dr. Akhil Katyal, Department of English, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences was awarded a residency
by the US Embassy in India. A courtesy of the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs at the US Department of
State (ECA), the residency was to attend the International
Writing Program at the University of Iowa from 20 August to
8 November 2016.

The photography works of Mr. Rajesh Kumar Singh, Media
Labs, Department of Art, Design and Performing Arts on
'Brick Kilns Workers' was selected by Centro di Ricerca e
Archiviazione della Fotograﬁa (CRAF) for their exhibition Friuli Venezia Giulia Fotograﬁa 2016 from 17 July to 28
August 2016 in Italy. Mr. Singh is the ﬁrst and youngest
Indian photographer who's works have been selected by
CRAF.

Mr. Rajesh Kumar Singh, Media labs, Department of Art
Design and Performing Arts, School of Humanities and
Social Sciences was featured in Limca Book of Records for
his Photography skills. Mr. Singh had secured a second
spot in a national level photography competition - India
Weaved in Frames.
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Accolades

Mr. Siddharth Sharma (Class of 2015) received the
prestigious Charpak Scholarship of Excellence awarded
by the Embassy of France in India. A Gold Medalist for
B.Tech. in Mechanical Engineering at Shiv Nadar
University, Sharma has received the scholarship for
pursuing M.Sc. program with specialization in CIRD Design, Industrialization, Risk, Decision-Making in France
based Arts et Métiers Paris Tech.

Ms. Kirithigaa Kalaivanan (Class of 2015) was selected to
become part of the World Merit - a community of chosen
360 global citizens from across the world committed to
tackle the UN Sustainable Development goals. Ms.
Kalaivanan was part of the two-week long program that
concluded at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York.

Mr. Tanmaya Jain (Class of 2016), B.Tech. Computer
Science and Engineering, secured an undisclosed amount
of funding for his startup inFeedo - an employee
engagement platform for companies. The ﬁrst round of
funding was led by Mr. Dheeraj Jain of the UK-based hedge
fund, Redcliffe Capital; previous Head of Google India
Operations, Mr. Palash Jain also participated in the round.
Mr. Jain's roommate Mr. Varun Puri (Class of 2016), B.Tech.
Computer Science and Engineering, who joined inFeedo
as a partner in its early days is currently looking at the
product development for the startup. inFeedo expects to
rope in more angels and HNIs with a strong background in
the HR tech space.

Jossy Jose (Class of 2017), B.Tech. Mechanical
Engineering, completed the reputed GREEN program at
Iceland School of Energy, Reykjavik University. Jose was
among the chosen lot of 29 from across the world and only
from India to become part of the prestigious ten days long
Program on renewable energy and sustainability in
Iceland.

Ranjitha Boopathy (Class of 2017), B.Sc. (Research) in
Biotechnology was selected for a research program at
National Cancer Research Centre, Spain. She is among the
six youngsters from Spain, India, and Egypt chosen among
more than 750 nominations.
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OUR Program
Opportunities for Undergraduate Research (OUR) program instituted at Shiv Nadar University is beyond curriculum research
opportunity for undergraduate students to work on research projects of their interest irrespective of their current program of
study.
In the second edition (2015-2016) of this program 50 projects were completed and the projects were showcased by the students in
the form of oral presentation during the second OUR Conference held at the University on 9-10 May 2016. Jury consisting of
senior faculty members assessed the projects and presentations on various criteria and awarded top three positions to the these
students.

FIRST PRIZE
Mr. Gaganpreet Singh Khosla (Class of 2016)
Program: B.Tech. Electrical Engineering
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Bimlesh Lochab
Project: To optimize the performance of Gallic Acid based rGO for Lithium Sulphur Battery.
Prize: ` 10,000
There has been tremendous interest in using Lithium-Sulfur/-Polymer batteries as electrical energy storage devices.
Carbon based nanomaterials especially graphene has shown potential for such devices due to their high speciﬁc
surface area (SSA) (2630 m2/g) and a very high intrinsic electrical conductivity due to sp2-bonded carbon in planar
conﬁguration. In addition, high mechanical strength, chemical stability and facile bulk production at low cost via
graphene-oxide further attracted their utilization for such devices at an industrial scale. In this project work, synthesis
of reduced graphene oxide via reported-sustainable and novel-sustainable routes was carried out to be used in Li-S
co-polymer batteries which was followed by performance optimization studies. Further, the novel reduced graphene
oxide was characterized using UV-Vis (Ultraviolet-visible), FT-IR (Fourier Transform-Infrared), Raman, SEM (Scanning
electron microscopy) and TGA (thermo-gravimetry analysis) techniques.

Mr. Bharath Sambasivam (Class of 2016)

SECOND PRIZE

Program: B.Tech. Electronics and Communication Engineering
Faculty Advisor: Dr. Santosh Kumar
Project: Entanglement in Random Pure States: Statistics of Extreme Schmidt Eigenvalues
Prize: ` 7500
Quantum entanglement refers to the non-local quantum correlation between the subsystems of a composite
system. In quantifying the degree of entanglement the set of Schmidt eigenvalues coming from the reduced density
matrix plays a crucial role. In particular, extreme Schmidt eigenvalues (the smallest, and the largest) serve as
important metrics in characterizing the entanglement. The project explores these extreme Schmidt eigenvalues with
the aid of random matrix theory of ﬁxed trace Wishart ensemble. Extensive statistical analysis of these eigenvalues
using both analytic and computational tools was carried out resulting in derivation of the probability density
functions of these extreme eigenvalues and exploration of their role as a measure of the degree of entanglement.
The results were also applied to the paradigmatic case of coupled kicked tops system and excellent agreement with
the analytical predictions was found.

THIRD PRIZE
Mr. Pranjay Shyam (Class of 2018)
Program: B.Sc. (Research) in Physics
Faculty Advisor: Prof. R. N. Biswas
Project: Reconnaissance and Surveillance System
Prize: ` 5000
The project focuses on implementing a wireless security system which can monitor any intrusions in real time. Apart
from real time monitoring of a location the system is also able to detect any changes caused due to motion in the
environment, highlight the area of motion and generate necessary alarms. The main crux is to process the stream of
images gathered from a local camera on site and analyze the image in real time for motion detection.
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Musings
First Steps
First steps are the hardest, especially when it’s
on a completely new planet; it’s even worse
when you’ve never known any kind of real

A Lawyers Creed
Litigates cases to promote justice,
Administers defence against injustice,

gravity outside the artiﬁcial spin systems of the
Generation Ship Amun. Me, and a couple

Works with prudence in all quests

hundred others were the ﬁrst humans, if one can

Yearns to protect client’s right at best

call us that, to ever set foot on another planet in a
completely diﬀerent star system. We might not

Respects the rule of law in every contest

even be classiﬁed as human anymore because

Not just uses its wits to circumvent

we’ve been genetically engineered to sustain
ourselves in harsh conditions, and to grow and
learn very fast.

Concedes if truth and justice prevails

We were all born on the same day, the eight of

Re-ﬁles or appeal if a grievance trails

July, and we recently turned eighteen; we don’t
look it, though. To anyone else, we’d look like

Explains the legal facts for the clients sake

thirty year olds. We’ve spent the last eighteen

Refrain from getting anything on stake

years learning everything our individual jobs
require – me, I’m a scientist, a physicist to be
exact; my brother, Caleb,he’s a doctor of
medicine; and our sister, she’s set to rule this

Delivers services being in practice.
Excuses no one in the quest for justice

colony. We’re the ﬁrst settlers here, and setting
foot on this new land is a momentous occasion.
The doors open slowly and the pressurized
compartment allows the air to leak in with a soft
hiss. All of us stand and look out through the door

Radhika Tantia (Class of 2019),
B.A. (Research) in English

in amazement and wonder; for all of us, this is the
ﬁrst time we are seeing actual land outside of the
pictures and simulations on the ship. And then,
our sister, Helen, makes the ﬁrst step into the new
land, into our brave new world. And this was the
biggest leap for mankind, yet.
Girish Kumar (Class of 2018),
B.Sc. (Research) in Physics
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Campus Buzz
1 July 2016

14-15 July 2016

DSW workshop for staff on 'Well Being'

Paper Presentation

Dean of Students’ Welfare ofﬁce organised a
day long workshop on 'Well-being' for the
University's staff members, who are directly
associated with the DSW ofﬁce. The workshop
aimed at providing insight for acquiring a
combination of 'feeling good' with 'effective
functioning'. The workshop was conducted by
Mr. Ashish Mittal, Head, Human Resources; Mr.
Nishant Mishra, Asst. Dean Students’ Welfare;
and Dr. Amiya Banerjee, Psychiatrist, Shiv
Nadar University.

Swati Ganeshan (Class of 2019), B.Tech. Civil
Engineering; Nimisha Upadhay (Class of 2019),
B.A. (Research) in English; Lakhsmi Manasa
Kalanadabhatta (Class of 2018), B.Tech.
Computer Schience Engineering; and Anannya
Kaushik (Class of 2016), B.Sc. (Research) in
Mathematics presented paper in prestigious
Project E-QUAL's International Student
Conference - 'The Future University: Access,
Quality, Relevance'. The conference was held
on 14-15 July 2016 at Jadavpur University
Campus.

21 July 2016

20 July 2016
Joining day and induction program for B.Tech.
and B.Sc. (Research)
The University held an induction program for its
students of B.Tech. and B.Sc. (Research) Class of
2020, who joined the University on 20-21 July 2016.
The three-day long induction program started from
22 July, acquainting the students with academic
path ahead at the University. Dr. S.N. Balakrishnan,
Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University welcomed the
incoming Class during the induction. The induction
ceremony was attended by Prof. Rupamanjari
Ghosh, Vice Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University; and
Mr. Rajiv Swarup, President of the University, who
also interacted with incoming class during the
session.

Parents Orientation
The University conducted Parents Orientation
session on 21 July and 27 July 2016 at the
campus. The sessions were conducted to
familiarize the parents with the University's
functioning, and clear the questions or doubts
in their mind about the programs and the
University. The sessions were addressed by
Prof. Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice Chancellor; Mr.
Rajiv Swarup, President; Mr. Kanad Chatterjee,
Chief Information Ofﬁcer; Dr. Tulika Chandra,
Dean of Students' Welfare; and Mr. Nishant
Mishra, Assistant Dean of Students’ Welfare.
These sessions also helped parents to
understand their role in the process of
students' education and how they (parents)
can contribute to their child's educational
journey.

25 July 2016
Workshop on Academic Writing
Dr. Anannya Dasgupta, Assistant Professor,
Department of English, School of Humanities and
Social Sciences hosted a Teacher Training
Workshop on Academic Writing. The workshop
aimed at training the new teachers at the
department and updating the existing curriculum.

22 July 2016

10 August 2016

E-QUAL Workshop on Blended Learning

SoME conducts Operahunt

The University hosted Prof. Mark Russell for a
Teacher Training Workshop on 'Blended
Learning'. Prof. Russell is Director of Technology
Enhanced Learning and Head of the Centre for
Technology-Enhanced Learning, King's College
London. Introducing a number of blended
learning scenarios that set out to engage
students, he asked the participants to create,
critique and share their own model of these
scenarios. The workshop was held under
Project E-QUAL (Enhancing Quality, Access,
and Governance of Undergraduate Education
in India) and was supported by British Council.

The Strategy & Operations Club of School of
Management and Entrepreneurship – Kautilya
conducted its annual event 'OperaHunt' for the
Class of 2018 at the University. The event was a
mixture of treasure hunt to explore the campus, and
test the managerial acumen and out of box thinking
of participants.

29 July 2016

11 August 2016
SPIC MACAY Shiv Nadar University Chapter
The Cultural Committee of Shiv Nadar University
hosted an evening of Odissi Dance Performance by
Vidushi Kavita Dwibedi on 11 August 2016. The event
was hosted under the SPIC MACAY Shiv Nadar
University Chapter.

Induction Program of incoming Class of
B.A. (Research), BMS, and I-Global MBA
The University conducted an induction
program for its incoming Class of B.A.
(Research), Bachelor of Management Studies
and I-Global MBA starting from 29 July 2016.
The three-day long induction program
acquainted the students with academic path
ahead at the University. Dr. S.N. Balakrishnan,
Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University welcomed
the incoming Class, and asked them to gain as
much as possible from the university in the
coming years.

9 August 2016

15 August 2016

Photo Exhibition: Revivus

Independence Day celebrations

Visually SNU, the photography club at Shiv
Nadar University organised its annual
photography exhibition 'Revivus', featuring
selected pictures clicked by the student
members of the club.

To celebrate the 70th Independence Day, a ﬂag
hoisting ceremony was organised by the University.
Prof. Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice Chancellor, Shiv
Nadar University commemorated the Day at the
University campus. Students, faculty, staff, and their
families also became part of the ceremony.
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Campus Buzz
19 August 2016

19 August 2016

20-21 August 2016

Talk on 'National Supercomputing Mission'

IIChE Chapter Inaugurated

Inﬁnite Dance: The Joy of Movement

The University hosted a talk on 'National
Supercomputing Mission' (NSM) by Prof. Alok
Bhattacharya, Distinguished Visiting Professor,
Department of Life Sciences at School of
Natural Sciences. NSM is launched by the
Indian government to connect national
academic and R&D institutions with a grid of
over 70 high-performance computing facilities.
An expert group has been set-up by the
government under Prof. Bhattacharya to look at
the applications the supercomputer may take
up.

Department of Chemical Engineering, School of
Engineering inaugurated the new Students
Chapter of Indian Institute of Chemical
Engineers (IIChE) Northern Regional Centre.
The Chapter was attended by Abhijit Bikas Pal Honorary Secretary of IIChE (NRC), who
discussed various opportunities, chemical
industries job prospects, research, and
scholarships with the students. Dr. S. N.
Chakravarty, member of the executive council
IIChE (NRC) also attended the event.

Department of Art, Design, and Performing Arts,
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
hosted a workshop on Dance Theatre of Pina
Baush by Mareike Franz. The workshop
focussed on encouraging the students to open
up their bodies using various movements and
stretching techniques used by Pina Baush in
theatre.

22 August 2016

22 August 2016

Faculty Workshop on MOOCs

Alumnus session on higher education

The University hosted Mr. Amit Goyal, Country
Head (India) of the MOOC provider edX
(founded by MIT & Harvard) for a workshop on
MOOC creation and channeling subject matter
expertise on the edX platform. The faculty
workshop by Mr. Goyal focussed on how
MOOCs can provide a holistic learning
framework by introducing a blended learning
model in a University.

The University hosted alumnus Mr. Sundar
Ramanujam (Class of 2015) for a talk on higher
education in the campus. Mr. Ramanujam
addressed the students on 'Applying for a
Higher Education Program'. He is currently
pursuing M.A. in Democracy and Governance
from Georgetown University.

25 August 2016
25 August 2016
Talk on Big Data Analytics
The Association for Computing Machinery
(ACM) Student Chapter at Shiv Nadar University
hosted a lecture by Dr. Anirban Mondal,
Department of Computer Science and
Engineering, School of Engineering on 'Big Data
Analytics: A Perspective on Opportunities and
Challenges'.

Industry interaction: Rio Tinto
The Department of Economics at the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences hosted an
interactive session with Ms. Yashika Singh,
Economist, Rio Tinto. Ms. Singh and her team
interacted with students and discussed the
work they do at Rio Tinto and why economists
are important for industry. She gave an insight
on how research can be used to develop
business strategy.

26 August 2016
Talk by Prof. Scott Bradford
The Department of Economics, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences organised a
talk by Prof. Scott Bradford of Brigham Young
University on 'A General Equilibrium Model of
Migration and Poverty'. Prof. Bradford is a
Fulbright Scholar visiting the Indian Statistical
Institute, Delhi. His research interests include
international trade, migration, neoclassical
political economy, and the Japanese
economy.

27 August 2016
SNUSL auctions
Students led Sports Committee at the University
organised the SNU Sports League auctions to
handpick fresh talent from the incoming Class of
2020. Inspired by the format followed by IPL,
the SNUSL auctions is a means to replete fresh
talent in different sports teams, wherein, the
teams bid to include the best sportspersons for
University's annual sports festival. The auctions
took place for 11 teams (for 11 sports).

29 August 2016

27 August 2016
MBA Fresher's Party
The Sophomores of School of Management
and Entrepreneurship organised a welcome
party for the incoming Class of I-Global MBA.
The Class of 2018 dressed-up as their favourite
characters from Bollywood and entertained the
audiences with their talent and energetic
performances.

30 August 2016

VC at the U.S. India Innovation Forum

Talk by Mr. Bikram Grewal

Prof. Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice Chancellor, Shiv
Nadar University attended a panel discussion
on 'University Research Networks' at the USIndia Innovation Forum organised by the
industry body FICCI and The Center for
Strategic & International Studies.

The Birding Society at the University hosted a
talk by Mr. Bikram Grewal on 'Wildlife of India:
The Crisis Within'. Mr. Grewal is an eminent
ornithologist, and a best selling author.

31 August 2016
MATLAB Workshop
Department of Electrical Engineering, School of
Engineering organised a Matlab Workshop in
association with the computer software
company Mathworks. The workshop was
executed by Mathworks personnels who gave
the students an introduction to the capability of
hardware connectivity using Matlab & Simulink
software.
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Campus Buzz
1 September 2016

1 September 2016

08

2 September 2016

ACM Chapter

VC at Pearson discussion

Talk by Mr. Chandan Jain

ACM Chapter Shiv Nadar University organised
a debate on the topic 'The Internet of Things
(IoT) is imminent: Are you ready?'. The session
was moderated by Dr. K. Shashi Prabh,
Assistant Professor, Department of Computer
Science and Engineering, School of
Engineering, Shiv Nadar University.

Prof. Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice Chancellor,
Shiv Nadar University attended a panel
discussion on Pearson's Voice of Teacher
Survey Findings in Delhi, as an honourable
guest. The discussion was held on various
parameters of the survey and its ﬁndings.

The Department of Economics, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences hosted a talk
by Mr. Chandan Jain, Ph.D. student, Shiv Nadar
University. Mr. Jain shared insights and
discussed his research paper on 'Supply Side
School Interventions for Girls in India,
Effectiveness and Labour Market Outcomes:
Evidence from a Natural Experiment' with
faculty and students.

5 September 2016
15 September 2016

Teachers Day Celebration
Students at School of Management and
Entrepreneurship (SoME) hosted a surprise fun
session for the faculty at SoME on the occasion
of Teachers Day. The session included various
activities and games for the faculty such as
brand quiz and other performances.

ASME Chapter
American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME) Chapter Shiv Nadar University
organised a talk by Dr. Steven Jay Shaffer,
Bruker Nano surfaces on ‘Friction and Wear
Fundamentals: Characterizing the Tribosystem and Deﬁning the Tribo-Test’. Dr. Shaffer
is an internationally renowned expert on
Tribology and Chairman of the American
Society for Testing and Materials.

9 September 2016
Talk by Dr. Geetanjali Sen
The Department of Economics, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences hosted a talk
by Dr. Geetanjali Sen, Assistant Professor,
Department of Education, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Shiv Nadar
University on 'Impact of Afﬁrmative Action in
Higher Education for the Other Backward
Classes in India'.

12 September 2016
MATLAB Workshop

12 September 2016
Talk by Prof. Michel Waldschmidt
The Department of Mathematics, School of
Natural Sciences hosted a talk by Prof. Michel
Waldschmidt, Institut de Mathématiques de
Jussieu - Paris VI (Université Pierre et Marie
Curie). The talk discussed ﬁndings of his
research (co-conducted) on 'Linear recurrence
sequences, Exponential polynomials and
Diophantine approximation'.

15 September 2016

The Department of Electrical Engineering,
School of Engineering organised a day long
workshop on Developing Next-Generation
Wireless Communications Systems Using
MATLAB & Simulink at the Shiv Nadar
University campus. The workshop was
conducted by a team from the software
company - MathWorks including Dr. Amod
Anandkumar (Team Lead- signal Processing &
Communications); and Mr. Prateek Sikka (Sr.
Application Engineer - Signal Processing &
Communications).

Interac ve SNU on Classical Odissi

The Interactive SNU series for the current semester was
launched with an interactive session by Ms. Aadya Kaktikar,
Assistant Professor, Department of Art, Design and
Performing Arts, School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Shiv Nadar University. The topic of the session was 'Nation
formation and the canonization of classical Odissi'. An Odissi
dancer herself, Ms. Kaktikar using various (Classical dance)
mudras narrated the story of Odissi and how it came to be
known as it looks today on the stage.

15 September 2016

Season 4 of SNUSL Starts

15 September 2016
Talk by Prof. Kumkum Roy
The Department of History, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences organised a
talk by Prof. Kumkum Roy, Jawaharlal Nehru
University on 'Handmaidens of History?
English, Hindi and Sanskrit Textbooks in
School'. The talk explored the ways in which
history is represented in a range of school
books that are used to teach languages not
only in terms of content but also in terms of
concepts such as chronology, causation,
contexts and contingency. Prof. Roy is a
Professor of Ancient Indian History at the
Centre for Historical Studies in Jawaharlal
Nehru University and a Fellow at the Nehru
Memorial Museum & Library.

16 September 2016
Yoga Session
The University organised a Yoga session for
students at the campus. Mr. Nishant Mishra,
Assistant Dean of Students’ Welfare, Shiv
Nadar University facilitated the session that
was meant to relieve stress and promote
holistic healing and wellbeing among the
students.

Season 4 of SNU Sports League (SNUSL) kicked off with
a seven days long Volleyball Tournament. The ﬁnal was
played on 21 September 2016, and defending
champions Skylarks retained their title in a closely
fought game against the Flying Dutchmen. Chief Guest
for the event - Mr. Rajiv Swarup, President, Shiv Nadar
University, awarded the medals and trophy to the
triumphant team.
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16 September 2016

21 September 2016

21 September 2016

Talk by Mr. Subrata Sen

Talk by Dr. Douglas Shaw

Talk by Dr. Anirban Bandyopadhyay

The School of Management and
Entrepreneurship hosted a talk by Mr. Subrata
Sen, an industry veteran, who comes with 28
years of experience in manufacturing and
operations management. Mr. Sen shared his
insights on 'organizational challenges & how
organizations can overcome those challenges
through employee involvement and
participation'.

The University organised a talk by Dr. Douglas
S h a w, S e n i o r A s s o c i a t e P r o v o s t f o r
International Strategy at George Washington
University on 'Global Human Problems'. Dr.
Shaw was accompanied by Ms. Brittany
Wright, Director of Graduate Admissions,
George Washington University School of
Engineering & Applied Science. Ms. Wright
spoke on how students can identify graduate
programs which are best for them in the US,
and how students can prepare their
applications for admissions.

The Department of History, School of
Humanities and Social Sciences hosted a talk
by Dr. Anirban Bandyopadhyay, from
Educational Multimedia Research Centre at St.
Xavier's College, Kolkata. The talk explored on
'Negotiating Caste in Bengal: Mahisyas in early
twentieth century'. Dr. Bandyopadhyay's
research focussed on social and cultural
histories of intermediate caste politics in
Bengal in the twentieth century.

22 September 2016
Carnatic Concert
The music society of Shiv Nadar University,
Snuphoria organised a Carnatic Music Concert
evening at the campus. The concert witnessed a
performance by Rajagopal V. (Class of 2017) on
Vocals, Nishant T.A. (Class of 2020) on Violin,
and Aniruddha Iyer (Class of 2020) on
Mridangam.

22-23 September 2016
Workshop on (RE)Imagining Future(s)
School of Humanities and Social Sciences
organised a workshop on '(RE)Imagining
Future(s): Ecology, Emancipation and the Built
Environment'. The workshop was conceived
jointly by Shiv Nadar University and The Royal
Institute of Technology (KTH), and brought
together academicians from diverse
backgrounds and countries who deliberate
upon questions that address the issues relating
to renaming of the current geological age from
the Holocene to Anthropocene.

29 September 2016
Talk by Prof. Sunil Kumar

22-27 September 2016
Photo Exhibition by Dr. Sreedeep
Bhattacharya
As part of the '(RE)Imagining Future(s): Ecology,
Emancipation and the Built Environment'
w o r k s h o p , t h e w o r k o f D r. S r e e d e e p
Bhattacharya - 'Inorganic Transplants: Afterlife
of the lifeless' was exhibited at the University.
Dr. Bhattacharya is a Fellow at C-PACT and his
work included images and sonic experiences
that illustrate 'non-annihilation' of machines.

The Department of English at School of
Humanities and Social Sciences hosted a talk
by Prof. Sunil Kumar from Delhi University on
'Writing Political History Without Privileging The
State - Thoughts on Political and Social History
of the 13th and 14th Century'. A renowned
historian of Delhi Sultanate, Prof. Kumar
weaved together his experiences to describe
what it means to write like a historian.

29 September 2016

Talk by Ms. Shailaja Chandra

The Center for Public Affairs and Critical Theory (C-PACT) at Shiv Nadar University recently hosted a talk
by former Secretary to the Government and former Chief Secretary - Delhi, Ms. Shailaja Chandra on
'Unqualiﬁed Medical Practitioners (UMPs) as a part of India's Health system'. Ms. Chandra who is also a
Senior Fellow at C-PACT was accompanied by Dr. Anand Krishnan, Professor, Centre for Community
Medicine, AIIMS; Dr. Rama Baru, Professor, Centre for Social Medicine, JNU; Dr. B. Srinivas, ADG (Medical
Education), Ministry of Health and Family Welfare; Dr. Nilesh Buddh, National Professional Ofﬁcer, WHO
Country Ofﬁce for India; and Mr. Sudipto Dey, Deputy Drug Controller, MOHFW. A thought provoking
discussion among the experts helped the audience gain insight on how UMPs/RMPs are playing an
important role as healthcare providers for the poor despite the risks associated with their practice.

30 September 2016

Talk by Ms. Debanjali Biswas

The Department of Art, Design and Performing Arts, School of Humanities and Social Sciences hosted a talk by Ms. Debanjali Biswas on ‘Dance
Ethnography in the 21st Century: The Case of South Asia’. A Manipuri dancer herself, Ms. Biswas spoke about the importance and role of dance and its
studies in the ﬁeld of Ethnography. She is currently pursuing her doctoral study in Contemporary India Research at King's College, London.
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Flora-Fauna
Rasbhary (Physalis angulata L.)
Rasbhary (Physalis angulata L.) belonging to Potato family (Family
Solanaceae) is an annual herb commonly known as Cutleaf Ground
Cherry, Angular Winter Cherry, Balloon Cherry, or Rasbhary.
Originally native to tropical America, it is now widely distributed
throughout the tropical, subtropical and warm temperate regions. The
plant is found growing as a weed in moist and fertile cultivated soils,
often on nitrate-rich soils, waste places over debris and in fallows.
Flowering and fruiting time for the herb is during April to October, and
is popular mainly because of its fruit, which is like a yellow pearl into a
small lantern shape pod and is very delicious to eat. Seeds are small
and numerous in each berry. Cutleaf Ground Cherry is known to
possess several medicinal properties and is widely used in traditional
system of medicine to cure number of ailments such as asthma,
urinary problems, rheumatism, and tumors, malaria, hepatitis, cancer,
ulcer, etc. The leaves are analgesic, diuretic, parasiticide and relaxant
and are used to treat diabetes, earache, stomach disorders, fever,
gonorrhoea, haemorrhage, inﬂammation, liver disorders, postpartum
infection, skin diseases, to prevent abortion and worms. Leaf paste is
used against wounds.

White-breasted Waterhen
A regular at Shiv Nadar University, the white-breasted waterhen
(Amaurornis phoenicurus) is a waterbird of the rail and crake family,
Rallidae, found across the marsh lands of Southeast Asia and the
Indian Subcontinent. They have long toes, a short tail and a yellow bill
and legs, and the tail is held up and jerked as they walk. The large (32
cm) dark slaty birds with a clean white face, breast and belly have
adapted themselves to live among humans and can be often caught
stepping slowly around the open marshes or even drains near busy
roads. Popularly known as Jalmurgi or Dauk in Hindi, these birds are
usually seen alone or in pairs, as they forage slowly along the edge of a
waterbody. White-breasted waterhen mainly eat insects, small ﬁsh,
aquatic invertebrates and seeds. They nest in a dry location on the
ground in marsh vegetation, laying 6-7 eggs. The bird ﬂies with
dangling legs and outstretched neck. It ﬂies when necessary, usually
gliding along at slow speed for a few metres, before rapidly landing
because of their huge, heavy feet. They can be noisy especially at
dawn and dusk, with loud croaky calls.
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In Conversation
In Conversation with
Prof. Ajay Dandekar
Director of the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences (SoHSS) and Center for Public Affairs
and Critical Theory (C-PACT) speaks about the
School’s growth plans, C-PACT led research, and
career opportunities in Humanities and Social
Sciences.

It's not been long since you took over School of Humanities
and Social Sciences. What are your plans for the School?
The School is fairly new and is in the process of stabilising itself. The school
will play a stellar role in shaping the discourse for Social Sciences in years
to come. We are aiming to be recognized as a focal point where important
discussion with regard to disciplines in Social Sciences will happen. The
School will become a fulcrum where people will and can come, germinate
ideas, and cut the mould.

We want to look at the context in which the people of this country live and
work. It is far more central to envisage how India will cope with its future,
for instance, the issue of food security and water to start off. C-PACT will
become the melting pot where all these debates will happen. We are in
the process of creating an entity where people would like to come,
discuss things, evolve and grow.

Will these initiatives inﬂuence policy as well?
If our work is credible, it is bound to inﬂuence policy.

How far have you achieved your goals?
The School in itself is very young. We have a stellar faculty, therefore, there
is an intense sense of creativity and dedication and that will see us through.
And as you know, work happens over a period of time, we will do what it
takes so the School continues to grow and occupy an important position
within the country. The work done by our faculty is fascinating, very
mainstream and I think that gives us a different perspective. We have a
robust Undergraduate program as well. The School as a body will be in a
position to offer the entire range of programs from undergraduate to Ph.D.
in near future. Some of our departments are already covering that range.

Are you looking at any timeline?
It’s difﬁcult to put a timeline but we can say when we start the next
academic year, we will be in position to offer more than what we are doing
now.

What drives you and your faculty, when it comes to research?
The University is a place where knowledge is created. None of my faculty
members have to be told to carry out their work, they are passionate about
who they are and what they do. The faculty is here because they want to
do something, which is great and very rare.
We are on self-learning curve every day, and there are new things to be
learnt. Therefore, not just by design but the sheer interaction that we have
is germane to what is reﬂected into the curriculum,and into the
interdisciplinary work that we do.

How the C-PACT has developed over the years? What is your
vision for the Center?
C-PACT has taken a shape, and it has done some enormous work already
in the ﬁeld of labour laws and health issues. We are now trying to be far
more rigorous in C-PACT, as we gain more experience. We have stabilised
various initiatives and are looking at some real grounded work in C-PACT,
which because of its relevance will have policy implications. We are not per
se doing policy work in C-PACT. We are doing grounded work on issues
which will have great policy implications such as issues related to water,
agriculture, and issues pertains to governance in all its spheres.

Higher education in India typically means studying
engineering or medicine for 80 per cent of the youth? Do you
see it changing?
Now this scenario is changing for many reasons. If you will see
engineering, even the challenges that engineers face have societal
dimensions. As an engineer, you can build a bridge but to build that
bridge or lay down a road, you need land, water, and energy. This has
implications for the embedded society in that area. This is where Social
Sciences perspective plays a role, and now more people recognise that.
But what is changing is, in large numbers, opportunities are being opened
up in the ﬁeld of Humanities and Social Sciences, which were not there
earlier. Twenty years ago, the kind of opportunities people had as they
thought of entering this ﬁeld were very limited. But today you have a
range of options i.e. from media, to development studies, civil services,
law, managing large community resource projects, and managing CSR
etc. These are some of the big ticket options. Apart from that there are
openings in academia, think-tanks, and policy circles.
The total resources deployed in the social sector by the government and
the private sector cumulatively are extremely large. And there is a
demand for a credible talent for these areas. That kind of knowledge
resource can only come from Social Sciences and Humanities
background because it is here that all the perspective come together.

What is the role of Social Sciences in developing leadership?
We should think of leadership in the broadest possible sense. So,
leadership means setting goals and examples by your own conduct,
wherever you are. Leadership is not about occupying positions. I am sure
all disciplines play their part in inculcating these qualities. Social
Sciences may look more at the societal issues but other disciplines do
their bit as well. Leadership cannot be inculcated by training, it is the
values that matter and the values are something we create and nurture in
our University and the School.
Equity, justice, respect for all, and freedom to choose - these are the
values. Foundation of leadership has to be equity and justice. These are
values a University should nurture, and I am sure we do that. As long as
we continue to do that I think we will do very well, when it comes to
inculcating leadership.
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In Conversation
In Conversation with
Dr. Tulika Chandra
Dean of Students' Welfare (DSW), and Associate
Professor, Department of English at School of
Humanities and Social Sciences speaks about the
various activities and initiatives carried out by the
DSW ofﬁce and how these initiatives help the
students lead a smooth life at the campus

Why DSW ofﬁce becomes an important part of a student’s
life at Shiv Nadar University?

Tell us more about the TEDxShivNadarUniversity?

We are a student welfare department and really care about the word that
is attached to it. We look after the students' life. Since, this is a residential
University, we are looking after the non-academic life of the students at
campus. Under the DSW ofﬁce, we look after the hostels, students’ entire
stay, maintenance etc. The student-run hostel committee takes care of
issues related to the student hostels. If any arrangements are to be made
at the hostels, the committee informs the wardens to arrange for the same.

Every club here is backed by a faculty advisor, and so is
TEDxShivNadarUniversity. The ﬁrst Chapter will be held on 13 November
2016 at the campus. The stage too has to be very different for TEDx and
we are planning to have a separate stage made for that. Students are
currently involved in the marketing and promotion of the event and we
are expecting an exciting ﬁrst event of TEDxShivNadarUniversity.

We also take care of sports at the campus. We have almost all the sports.
For this we have dedicated coaches for different sports.

Tell us more about the counselling services by DSW ofﬁce?
How successful is the initiative?

Another important part of our operations is Students Clubs and Societies.
These also come under the DSW ofﬁce. There are around 31-32 societies
that include not only the cultural clubs but technical clubs as well. These
clubs are very active and many activities are scheduled for students every
week.
We also look after the wellness of all the students at the University. We
facilitate things that will keep them mentally and physically ﬁt because
once they are through with their academics, they have a life that needs to
be catered to.

What are the new initiatives the University has taken?
TEDxShivNadarUniversity Chapter is one of the Chapters introduced
recently by the students and we are supporting it. The ﬁrst activity of the
club will take place in November. The speakers have been already
announced.
Another new initiative by DSW ofﬁce is a new App to be designed by the
mess committee. The feedback from the students is something we are
really working on. The committee is designing an app for feedback and
suggestions. The mess app will list the weekly menu as well. It is in the
designing phase currently but it looks good. Meanwhile, we plan to have
an email account to send the feedback directly to Dean's Ofﬁce.
Apart from that we recently concluded the annual inter-university festival
of Shiv Nadar University – Breeze 2016 which was scheduled between 4
and 6 November this year. The theme for the cultural-techno-sports festival
was ‘gaming’. The festival was completely managed by the students and
DSW ofﬁce facilitated that. The three days long affair is very popular
among the students and attracts students from across the country to
participate and compete in various competitions and games that are held
during the event.

We have a group of 30 student counsellors involved in peer counselling.
It is headed by a psychiatrist and the students counsellors are looking
after all the student queries. The counselling service has been very
successful. There is a dedicated portal on which the students can write
down their problems and get help from peer counsellors.
Shiv Nadar University is their (students) second home, and because they
are here 24x7 there are lot of issues that keep coming-up. At times they
are depressed, sometimes they are frustrated, and at times they are too
happy and need someone to talk to about all this. The peer counsellors
have helped students in several ways for almost three years now.

What are the activities you like to indulge in when you are
not bearing the responsibilities of DSW or are not teaching?
Apart from teaching, I am doing my research. I am a folklore collector and
have recently collected several tales from the nearby areas. I am
working on commodiﬁcation of the folk tales. I have also worked on the
narrative structure of these tales. I go to the natives, rural areas and video
record their folk tales. It's not just the videos I get back when I go to these
areas, there is much more to it. Because I am a linguist, language spoken
in that area becomes the subject of my attention too. I have around 200
folk tales that include repetitions and variations. I have been doing this for
two years now, I want to create a folklore archive.

You have any message for the students?
We are a student centric University, so we look forward to the happiness
of each of the students, and like to work towards achieving this.
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Campus Beat
Joining Day and Induction Program for
B.Tech. and B.Sc.(Research) - 20 July 2016

Revivus: Photo Exhibition by Visually SNU 9 August 2016

SPIC MACAY Shiv Nadar University Chapter: Odissi Dance
Performance by Vidushi Kavita Dwibedi - 11 August 2016

Inﬁnite Dance: The Joy of Movement - 20-21 August 2016

Freshers Night - 10 September 2016

Season 4 of SNUSL Starts with Volleyball Tournament 15 September 2016

Photo Exhibition: 'Inorganic Transplants: Afterlife of the lifeless’
by Dr. Sreedeep Bhattacharya - 22-27 September 2016
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Publications
1
Books and
Book Chapters

25
Journal Articles
Published

Faculty Publications and Scholarly Activities
(July-September, 2016)

31

9
Journal Articles
Accepted

20

Conference Papers
& Presentation

Invited Lectures
& Talks

3
Creative Work
& Performances

BOOKS AND BOOK CHAPTERS
School
Engineering
Schoolof
of Engineering
Department of Electrical Engineering
Dr. Sonal Singhal
“Four-Stage Telecommunication Switching Design and Synthesis”; Adesh Kumar, Piyush Kuchhal, Sonal Singhal; Springer
Science+Business Media, Singapore; September 2017

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS
School of Engineering
Department of Civil Engineering

Department of Mechanical Engineering

Prof. Dinesh Mohan

Dr. Harpreet Singh Arora

Dr. Dipak Maity

Mohan D., Bhalla K.; "Trafﬁc
safety: emerging concerns for low
and middle-income countries”;
Journal of the Australian College
of Road Safety

Harpreet Singh Arora, Sundeep
Mukherjee; “High Temperature
Mechanics of Nano-molded
Amorphous Metals”Philosophical
Magazine Letters

M. Chopra, G. Kandasamy, D.
Maity, “Multifunctional Magnetic
Nanoparticles – A Promising
Approach For Cancer Treatment”;
Journal of Nanomedicine
Research

Department of Computer Science
Dr. Dolly Sharma

Shamita Malik, Dolly Sharma, Sunil K. Khatri; “Parallel implementation of D-Phylo Algorithm for Maximum
Likelihood Clusters”; IET Nanobiotechnology

School of Natural Sciences
Department of Mathematics
Dr. Niteesh Sahni

Prof. Lal Mohan Saha

Ajay Kumar, Niteesh Sahni, Dinesh Singh; “Invariance
under bounded analytic functions”; New-York Journal
of Math.

Niteesh Sahni, Til Prasad Sarma, Lal Mohan Saha;
“Dynamic Lyapunov Indicator (DLI): A Perfect
indicator for Evolutionary System”; Accepted
Journal of Applied Computer Science &
Mathematics.

Niteesh Sahni, Til Prasad Sarma and Lal Mohan Saha;
“Dynamic Lyapunov Indicator (DLI): A Perfect indicator
for Evolutionary System”; Journal of Applied Computer
Science & Mathematics
Department of Life Sciences
Dr. Koyeli Mapa

Banerjee R., Jayaraj G.G., Peter J., Kumar V., Mapa K.* (*corresponding author); “Monitoring conformational
heterogeneity of DnaK lid domain during its functional chaperone cycle”; FEBS Journal
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Publications
School of Natural Sciences
Department of Chemistry

Department of Physics

Prof. N. Sukumar

Dr. Vaibhav Shrivastava

Ke Wu, N. Sukumar, Nicholas A. Lanzillo, Chenchen
Wang, Ramamurthy “Rampi” Ramprasad, Rui Ma, Aaron
F. Baldwin, Greg Sotzing, Curt Breneman; “Prediction of
polymer properties using Inﬁnite Chain Descriptors (ICD)
and Machine Learning: towards optimized dielectric
polymeric materials”; J. Polymer Sci. B: Polymer Phys.

V. Shrivastava; “Lattice strain driven dielectric insulation
response of Sr1-xCaxBi2Nb2O9 ferroelectric ceramics”;
Journal of Advanced Dielectrics, World Scientiﬁc

Ganesh Prabhu, Sudeepto Bhattacharya, Michael
P.Krein, N. Sukumar; “Investigation of similarity and
diversity threshold networks generated from diversityoriented and focused chemical libraries”; J. Math. Chem
Dr. Bimlesh Lochab
Pratibha Sharma, Manju Srivastava, B. Lochab,
Devendra Kumar, Arunachalam Ramanan, Prasun
Kumar Roy; “Metal-Organic Frameworks as curing
accelerators for benzoxazines”; Chemistry Select
S. Shukla, A. Ghosh, P. K. Roy, S. Mitra, B. Lochab;
“Cardanol benzoxazines - a sustainable linker for
elemental Sulphur based copolymers via inverse
vulcanization”; Polymer
S. Shukla, B. Lochab; “Role of higher aromatic content in
modulating properties of cardanol based
benzoxazines”; Polymer
Dr. Subhabrata Sen
Santanu Hati, Sayantan Tripathi, Pratip K. Dutta, Rahul
Agarwal, Ramprasad Srinivasan, Ashutosh Singh,
Shailja Singh, Subhabrata Sen*; “Spiro[pyrrolidine-3, 3´oxindole] as potent anti-breast cancer compounds: Their
design, synthesis, biological evaluation and cellular
target identiﬁcation”; Scientiﬁc Report

Prof. Bijan Kumar Bagchi
N. Kumari, R.K. Yadav, A. Khare, B. Bagchi and B.P. Mandal;
“Scattering amplitudes for the rationally extended PT
symmetric complex potentials”; Annals of Physics
R.K. Yadav, A.Khare, B. Bagchi, N. Kumari and B.P. Mandal;
“Parametric symmetries in exactly solvable real and PTsymmetric complex potentials”; Journal of Mathematical
Physics

Dr. Samarendra P. Singh
Shashi B. Srivastava, P. Sonar, Samarendra P. Singh;
“Analysis of degradation mechanisms in donor-acceptor
copolymer based organic photovoltaic devices using
impedance spectroscopy”; Materials Research Express
Dr. Santosh Kumar
Santosh Kumar; “On the Ergodic Capacity of Distributed
MIMO Antenna Systems”; Wireless Personal
Communications
Dr. Aloke Kanjilal
P. Sarkar, S. Bhattacharjee, A. Barman, A. Kanjilal, Asim
Roy; “Multilevel programming in NiOy/NiOx bilayer
resistive switching devices”; Nanotechnology

Dr. Parthapratim Munshi
C. Bathula, S. Tripathi, R. Srinivasan, K. K. Jha, A.
Ganguly, G. Chakraborty, S. Singh, P. Munshi, S. Sen;
“Synthesis of novel 5-arylidenethiazolidinones with
apoptotic properties via a three component reaction
using piperidine as a bifunctional reagent”; Organic &
Biomolecular Chemistry, Royal Society of Chemistry

Dr. Susanta Sinha Roy
K.J. Sankaran, T.H. Chang, S.K. Bikkarolla, S.S. Roy, P.
Papakonstantinou, S. Drijkoningen, P. Pobedinskas et al.;
“Growth, structural and plasma illumination properties of
nanocrystalline diamond-decorated graphene
nanoﬂakes”; RSC Advances

Center For Public Affairs And Critical Theory

Center For Informatics

Dr. Sreedeep Bhattacharya

Prof. Vijay Kumar

S. Bhattacharya; “Mind your Language: Their Body,
Our Villager”; Society and Culture in South Asia

Arpan K. Deb, Vijay Kumar; “Band Gap Engineering in
Semiconducting One to Few Layers of SnS and SnSe”;
Physica Status Solidi
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View of Research Block

As on 30 September 2016

Estd. 2011
286 Acre Campus
18 Lakh sq. ft. Built-up Area
` 1500 Cr. Investment till date

5 Schools
16 Departments

187 faculty members drawn from the
best universities globally including
Cambridge, Cornell, DU, Harvard, Houston,
IITs, IISC, Jadavpur, JNU, MIT, Oxford,
Rutgers & Texas

6 Research Centres
154 State-of-the art Labs and Studios
International Collaborations - CMU,
Babson, Duke, University of Pennsylvania,
Queen's University, n+i institutions

15 Undergraduate Programs
10 Masters Programs
13 Doctoral Programs
Over 300 Students got work experience
through On Campus Jobs

Scholarly & Creative contributions (2011-16)
of faculty members
- 105 Books and Chapters
- 405 Journal Articles
- 472 Conference Papers & Presentations
- 45 Active Extramural Projects
- ` 14.02 Cr. - Extramural Research Funding
- ` 198 Cr. - Internal Research Investment

First High Performance Computing Cluster
(HPCC) at a Private Indian University
Opportunity for Undergraduate students to
undertake research projects
Ongoing research in Labour Law, Analysis
of Big Data, DNA Bioinformatics,
Education, Cancer, Malaria, Nanomaterials,
Renewable Energy
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/ShivNadarVarsity

@ShivNadarUniv

