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Although I’m hesitant to,in fear of being accused of brown nosing, for the sake of being 
precise, I must say that this course was made considerably more interesting because of 
Akhil Khatyal. So, if you want to truly experience this course material, make sure to check 
for the lecturer’s name before enrolling.  
Whether or not you interpret the material well, he will have something to add to it. 
Furnished with facts.

The course outline that will be handed out to you at the initiation of the course will give 
you a succinct idea of the kind of issues you will be reading about and discussing. Yes. 
Issues. So far, mostly, the poetry in this course has been highly pertinent to violence, 
religion, patriarchy and other subjects that spark controversy. This course features poets 
who write opinionated messages and strong ones at that. They write with experiences of 
struggle, sorrow, tragedy or overwhelming grief. So most of your classes will be com-
posed of newspaper articles and background information leading up to a poem, rather 
than just surface poetry reading. 
So be prepared to delve into the poet’s mind and life. Be prepared to empathize.
Therefore, this course will help you care a great deal more about the world and rethink 
your sense of entitlement. 
It helped me. I mean, once I looked at images of bloodied corpses of children, humanity 
kicked in. 

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/south-asian-women-missing-out-on-university-leadership-roles/2018426.article
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No doubt, at the end of this course you will have added a lot to your knowledge. 
You will learn a good deal of South Asian history. 
Since most of the poetry will be in South Asian languages, you will be reading translations 
in English. In this process, you will gain interesting knowledge about translating poetry 
along with learning about forms of poetry across languages. A language is a representa-
tion of a culture, so reading poetry of a different dialect, especially one which is so closely 
linked to the poet’s emotions helps you get a deeper understanding of the poet’s cultural 
background.
 
Another important takeaway from this course is the ability to appreciate poetry like never 
before. Because the depth of indulgence into a poems background, eventually you get 
emotionally invested into the issues that the poet addresses. Since “Poetry is when an 
emotion has found its thought and the thought has found its words” in the words of 
Robert Frost, understanding the root emotion gives you the key to unlock the poetry. 
And of course, as you will see for yourself, this class will be all about discussions and 
debates. So don’t hold back but be prepared to be shot down.  

Drawing from experience, I should advise you to read up at the beginning of the course 
with reference to what you’ve been provided with in the course outline. What I mean is, 
gather more knowledge about the poets you are going to be reading as well as the wars 
and controversies that they have been involved in.  Even if you do know everything 
already, Akhil sir knows more, so read up! 

Also whenever you’re asked to prepare for class, Just do it.  
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Disclaimer: This piece is an outcome of keen observation and a slightly tinted perception. The 
author believes the oldies will love it and that the fresh new inhabitants of SNU will love it 
more.

Dear Freshers,
Love the new place, eh? I’m sure you do. Now, as you try to blend in and make yourself 
one with the #snulyf (perhaps one of the hashtags you used with that first selfie here?) 
here’s a list of things that every fresher does and so would you. 

You’ll wear your student ID, your mess card and room key on a lanyard around your neck. 
They warned you at orientation that freshmen are to carry IDs. The lifts and your hostels have notices 
too. Best way to be safe? Put the thing around my neck... I won’t lose that surely! Trust me though, 
there’s still a good chance you lose it anyway.

‘Reply All’ and SPAM! 
Take this as a warning if you wish but if you ever hit that “Reply All” button to any mail without under-
standing the consequences to your actions – You, kiddo, are in for lots of unarticulated curses and 
swears from your seniors. Also, enjoy the Spam that you’ll receive when people fall victim to the disas-

ters listed in point 1 above.

Breakfast
In the morning mess, all you’ll see around you would be young, fresh-faced freshmen just like you. If 
perchance, you find a senior sitting for breakfast in the morning mess, please don’t take them to be early 
risers. Night owls is the ‘Cool Thing’ here at SNU.
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Attending morning classes 
So, you’ve had breakfast… What next? 
Classes of course. We’re here to study. 
We’ll attend every class. We will all get 
straight A’s. Talk to me after you’ve 

finished a semester, please.

DJ Nights 
You’ll love them once. You’ll love them twice. You’ll 
love them throughout 1st year. After that – it’s all 
just about going there, doing ‘stuff’ and then back 
to the comfort of hostels.

CineU movie screening 
What? They screen movies! In the hall 
where we had our orientation? Woah… 
Could life get any better? It’ll be a while 
before you realise that it could.

Every freshman conversation begins 
with what’s your major 
Duh! Need I say more?

Attending every Orientation
Call it excitement or too much of free time, freshers attend 
everything- from orientations to seminars to guest lectures. 

It’s a good thing to do though. 

Mount SNU
Why call that little elevation a Mount you ask? Well, our batch asked that too. Also, those before 
them. You don’t question everything you see… Learn to accept things as they are! Quick Tip: You’re 
unlikely find a spot better than ‘the Mount’ to sun yourself when the infamous northern winters hit.

Going home
Of course, you’ll want to go home every now and then.That’s 
probably the one thing you miss the most. The food, the 
friends and not having to do laundry on your own. It’s bliss. 

As first years, you’re in to experience some of the most fantastic days of your student life. 
This one year will bring about a lot of changes in you and your lifestyle and you will love it! 
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Welcome to our dazzling SNU campus! Impressive right? Look 
at the infrastructure! The classrooms, the library, the library 
bathrooms, not to mention the swanky Georgia café.  

A few days down the line you will realise that you not only 
have no money nor the stomach to ingest half the wonderful 
delicacies offered on campus. You will find yourself drowning 
in debt and grease.  
Here is a list of food items that you can get on campus which 
will make you feel like you are providing your body with 
nutrients other than FAT.  

EGGS 
For the fitness fanatics or anyone who believes in a wholesome 
meal, visit DH2 early in the morning to consume these lovely 
unhatched chicks. If you're not a morning person, you can 
always head to Lenin’s stall near 3A and get eggs along with 
some chopped onions if you please. The roll stall between C & 
D block also makes omelettes for students, it’s not on the menu 
so you need to request the gentleman there to make it for you.  

FRUITS 
I can never make it to breakfast in the morning, and most 
students never do. It’s a distant dream and an applaudable 
achievement if you wake up for breakfast. (note: Wake up for 
breakfast, not stay awake till breakfast)  

Subsistance on Campus 
By- Aarushi Joshi



But for those who like to sleep in until five minutes before class, 
grab the apples or the bananas available in DH1. They are a bit 
expensive but hey, the engine needs to keep running till the end 
of all classes a fruit in the morning is ideal especially for those 
stopped up bowel movements (due to a late dinner at the night 
mess the previous day). You get a more varied selection of fruits 
at the juice and milkshake shop between C&D block. Sometimes, 
they have strawberries and grapes! 

BEVERAGES 
If I ever forget to eat that fruit in the morning, because I couldn't 
wake up 5 minutes before but 5 seconds before class, I usually  
head straight for the shake shop right after my first class and get 
myself a nice filling unsweetened banana milk shake. Milk and  
Bananas what else do you need to remain charged up till 5 pm? It 
costs 30 bucks and has nothing but what the name suggests.  

SWEET CORN 
Sometimes I am extremely lucky because the shake shop 
between C&D is a life saver has a lovely container full of golden 
sweet corn. But the odds of sweet corn being available are 
unfavourable most of the time. So don’t be disappointed if you 
find an empty container because students finish it in the 
morning itself.  

DOSAS 

I believe Dosa or any other south Indian dish is extremely  
healthy. There was no way I wasn’t going to include Dosa in this 
list. Stomach grumbling and you need a taste of authentic South 
Indian? Head to Lenin’s ! Lenin makes delicious Dosas, served  
with sambar and chutney. You can’t stop at one, unless you drink 
a packet of buttermilk before your meal.  
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Staying in your rooms, especially during the first one 
month 

The first month is pivotal because you are settling in. You tend 
to interact with many people who may be very different from 
you, you get to experience college life for the first time, you 
learn how to navigate through semesters in the orientation week 
and beyond. Cherish the first days into the rest of your lives. 
Step out of your comfort zone and wander around in the 
campus, talk to people. 

Not interacting with your neighbours 

 You may feel a bit awkward going over to their rooms and 
introducing yourself when they are playing Uno, but it will feel a 
lot worse when you have forgotten your keys, are locked out and 
have nowhere else to go, or worse, when you both aim for the 
only empty bathroom stall and it is urgent.

Mistakes Every Freshman 
Makes  

By Akanksha Verma

9



Spending all your time watching movies/TV shows 

Time management will be an important life skill that you will 
foster here. Do not waste your time on things like these. Instil 
the seed of curiosity in you, learn about things you don’t know. 
This is your time to gain knowledge and in college, learning is 
not just limited to class.  

Not identifying which cubicles have water and flush 

 Trust me, you do not want to be stuck inside for forty-five 
minutes because the faucet doesn’t have water and/or the 
toilet doesn’t flush.  

Not participating in any societies or groups 

 Participating in events from different groups or societies is 
a great way to meet new people. Residential college life 
might seem boring but it is actually fun when you have 
something to look forward to in the evening. Plus, it looks 
good on your resume.  

Maintaining your attendance just a tad over 75 

Don’t mess with your attendance. Attend your classes 
regularly. One missed class affects your attendance record 
by a large margin. Maintain your attendance so that you 
don’t have to worry about whether you’ll be taking the 
exams at the end of the semester.  

CAMPUS CARAVAN | Fresher’s Edition 2017



Not calling your parents 

Talk to you parents regularly. They wait for your calls. Your 
independence should not come at such a heavy price. 

Worry about what is to come 

You will figure something out. The first year of college is 
very special. Enjoy it 

Not familiarizing yourself with the seniors 

Your seniors can ease your transition into your new life of 
independence and help you understand a lot about the 
whole college scenario.  
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By Neeraj Shetye

CAMPUS CARAVAN

Crusaders of Democracy

We, the Council, labour with the entire Shiv
Nadar University family to ensure that each student reaches his or

her full academic, social and spiritual potential and resolve to sustain
and nurture the evolving spirit of Shiv Nadar University by

entrusting its care to the student.

What you just read is an extra-ordinary excerpt from the Student Council Constitution 
that we adopted in 2013. Shiv Nadar University might not boast about this but yes we 
have a functional Student Council since inception. Along with continuous orientation 
programs ranging from academic departments to clubs and societies, the Student Council 
is probably the only student group that does not hold an orientation session. For a 
campus that houses adults, it is crucial to establish a body that voices our day-to-day 
grievances to the administration. 

SNUSC holds elections in January during the Spring semester for four posts viz. 
President, Vice-President, Cultural Secretary and Sports Secretary and the rest of the 
Council are elected by the Senate. The Student Senate is also elected alongside, which 
includes representatives across all schools and years to ensure everybody has a voice. 
The Student Council election unlike the ones you have in school is a lot more tedious 
than it looks. Though it gives out an impression of an ultimate popularity contest and a 
resume booster, we have seen strong contenders and a seemingly healthy competition to 
garner maximum votes. SNU has been an active “apolitical” venture which is often a topic 
of debate for me over a cup of coffee at Georgia while procrastinating. While it is 
extremely difficult to believe that it is possible for an educational institution to be 
apolitical, we are hoping to ponder over these questions until graduation. 

As a part of this community for the next few years, we thought you should be introduced 
to this system which you could essentially be a part of. Is this important? Yes. A university 
prepares you to be an adult. It’s a part of who you are, what you believe in and how you 
are treated. Your voice does matter and this council is the way to channel it. A fresher is 
not represented in the Senate during the Monsoon semester which means you have an 
entire semester to understand your role in driving this institution’s future.
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 An important note that we might have to consider here is that it’s a council and not a 
government. So the decisions that are taken by the Senate and the Council are not 
binding on the administration. Does that mean this is a waste of time? Of course not. 
While this is an important aspect we need to consider, we cannot ignore the primary job 
of this body. And what is that? It is to defend the student community at SNU. When 
there are wide ranges of issues at hand including library hours, campus placements and 
living facilities, the former does not gain precedence. 

I have been a part of the Student Senate since January and it can be completely assured 
that the Senate has been engaging in healthy discussions, debated on a range of topics 
and taken stances over issues that matter. It’s a shame if most of us ignore the minutes of 
the meeting which are an effective mode of documenting the daily proceedings. The 
Senate had been an active body during the Summer break, tracking new infrastructure 
and policy developments at SNU. The Council, including the President and Vice President, 
has been questioned from time-to-time to ensure our debates and discussions are not 
ignored. 

The Student Council is necessarily a formal body of student activism on campus and has 
been and should continue to be a credible voice for the student community. Their role 
cannot be ignored as it has been successful in avoiding any kind of direct confrontation 
with the administration. Will it continue doing the same? It depends on what the issue is, 
how your peers perceive it and how dedicated you are to get it sorted. After all you are 
the force that will drive change on campus. 
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“I used to wake up at 6am for school; 
9am is going to be a cake walk.” You 
couldn’t have been farther from the 
truth. And I shall let time tell you 
better. 

Yet another new session begins. All of us are going to see a lot of inquisitive, excited and 
a little scared students all around. Yes! It’s the freshers I am talking about. Everyone has 
probably flooded you with thoughts about what college life is all about: MEMORIES,  
FUN, LATE NIGHT PARTIES and LITTLE STUDYING (Okay, maybe no studying). So as all 
you newbies are ready to take the plunge into college life (Good luck with that btw!), here 
is a go to guide to shatter all your myths:

11 9am classes are doable

2Your roomies are going to be your BFFs

Well, this one is a bit subjective but true to a certain extent. 
No doubt you will find beautiful friends in your roommates 
but BFFs…umm…not too sure. But go ahead; do not stop 
yourself from getting to know your roommates better.
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BONUS COMIC

4There is no homework in college

3 You will score straight A’s

Believe me when I say this, “Board exams 
would seem like a party in comparison to 
college studies.” You will not be the same 
90+ scoring topper here.

Okay! This is no myth. College does not have the concept 
of homework. (*does the celebratory dance*). Oh! I forgot 
you have assignments, presentations, projects, quizzes and 
papers to do.
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Article Image sources (in order of appearance)

6The only thing you can do in the library is study

5 We are free to design our own time-table

Yeah, so few perks of studying at SNU are that you could 
design your own time-table by the means of selecting 
courses of your choice. In order to go through with this all 
you need is a pinch of departmental consent, a dash of luck 
to avoid clashes with your major and dip it in the curry of 
pre-requisite demand being met. After that everything 
depends on whether you are able to cook all of this at a 
steady temperature of ERP battle.

Well, this holds true just in school. At SNU, during summers 
library turns into an air-conditioned hang out spot for the 
students who are tired of the heat. It turns into a place 
where you binge watch your favourite TV series. And also 
Georgia, where we satisfy our hunger spasms.

Welcome to college life! (It sucks! You are going to love it)

https://www.dreamstime.com/royalty-free-stock-photo-analog-clock-9-o-clock-image254095

http://weknowyourdreams.com/images/minions/minions-03.jpg

http://www.better-ed.org/sites/default/files/dreportcard.jpg

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/30/83/2a/30832a89a742e5de01e768180a5acf8c--math-cartoons-teaching-humor.jpg

http://www.picpak.net/calvin/oldsite/images/zombie.gif

http://blog.winuall.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/snu-first-.png
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