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I am a product of a generation where we have “made it” in 
spite  of the system and  not  because of the system…I 
wanted to change this for my next generation.

India has one of the world’s largest higher education 
systems, but the quality of education in most institutions falls 
short of national aspiration levels and global standards. We 
are required to create more knowledge than we consume! We 
need to become competitive with the global best, while staying 
grounded in our local context. The nation cannot ever dream 
of becoming self-reliant in today’s ‘knowledge economy’, if 
we do not innovate... This was the challenge, which was my 
attraction for getting into academic administration.

I have always enjoyed research and teaching – I learn and 
I grow every day! If you come to administration from serious 
academia, you have the advantage of knowing the nuances 
of this system of excellence, which is open-ended by design.

The model of education at the Shiv Nadar University (SNU), 
conceived by our founder, is unique. I believe learning should 
be curiosity-driven and enjoyable. Research has to be an 
integral part of the pedagogy at the university. 

The role of a teacher has changed from being the “sage 
on the stage” to the “guide by the side”. With the job market 
changing very fast in today’s world, the key skill we need to 
impart to our students is that of critical thinking and creative 
problem-solving. 

The students are taught ‘how to think’, and not a 
prescriptive ‘what to think’.  In the last century, innovation 
remained strongly coupled with STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) subjects. SNU’s offering of 
what I call integrated “STEAM+” [STEM + Art & Design+more] 
disciplines is the future of ‘liberal arts’ education, which is 
poised to transform the economy in the 21st century, just as 
science and technology did in the last century. Cutting-edge 
science and technology research needs heavy resources. 
But there cannot be any short-cuts if we wish to deliver what 
is needed…  
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 “Learning should be  
curiosity-driven and  

enjoyable” 


