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ABOUT SHIV NADAR 
INSTITUTION OF 
EMINENCE

The Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence 
is a multidisciplinary, student-centric 
research university established in 
2011 by Shiv Nadar, one of India’s 
foremost philanthropists and a 
pioneer of technological revolution. 
It has four Schools, viz., Engineering, 
Natural Sciences, Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Management & 
Entrepreneurship, and the Academy of 
Continuing Education. We were the first 
university in the country to offer a 4-year 
multidisciplinary research degree. Today, 
we are continuing as trailblazers with 
new kinds of curriculum, championed 
by faculty drawn from some of the top 
institutions in the country and the world. 
With low faculty-student ratios, their in-
depth attention to students lead to high 
levels of student success.
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SHIV NADAR

SHIKHAR MALHOTRA
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F O U N D E R
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Founder – HCL, Chairman Emeritus & Strategic 
Advisor to the Board – HCLTech, Founder & 
Chairman – Shiv Nadar Foundation

Director, HCL Corporation, Vice-Chairman 
& CEO, HCL Healthcare, Trustee, Shiv Nadar 
Foundation, Chairman, Shiv Nadar School, 
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Professor of Economics, School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences
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Professor and Dean, School 
of Social Sciences & 
Humanities

PARTHA CHATTERJEE
Professor and Dean, 
Academics

RAJEEV K. SINGH
Professor and Dean, International 
Programs
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SCHOOL OF 
HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT 
OF ECONOMICS

The Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence is a 
multidisciplinary, student-centric research 
university established in 2011 by Shiv Nadar, one 
of India’s foremost philanthropists and a pioneer 
of technological revolution. It has four Schools, 
viz., Engineering, Natural Sciences, Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Management & Entrepreneurship, 
and the Academy of Continuing Education. We 
were the first university in the country to offer a 
4-year multidisciplinary research degree. Today, 
we are continuing as trailblazers with new kinds 
of curriculum, championed by faculty drawn from 
some of the top institutions in the country and the 
world. With low faculty-student ratios, their in-depth 
attention to students lead to high levels of student 
success.

The Department of Economics at Shiv Nadar 
Institution of Eminence, established in 2012, is 
recognized as one of India’s leading centres for 
economics education and research. It focuses on 
high-quality research that empowers citizens and 
broadens the discipline’s horizons.

The faculty engages in various sub-disciplines, 
including economic theory, macroeconomics, applied 
economics, and more. The department nurtures 
rigorous training in mathematical and computational 
skills, preparing students to tackle societal challenges 
with innovative solutions.

Undergraduate programs include a B.Sc. in Economics 
and a B.Sc. in Economics and Finance, along with a 
minor in economics. Graduate offerings include an 
M.Sc. and a Ph.D. in economics, both designed to 
expose students to cutting-edge research and equip 
them for successful careers.
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ABOUT THE 
CONFERENCE

India’s trade is a key driver of its global economic 
presence, fueled by its manufacturing, services, 
and agricultural exports. As an active player in 
international trade agreements and supply chains, 
India’s competitiveness is increasingly influenced 
by evolving environmental regulations and trade 
policies. Measures like recent U.S. tariffs, the EU’s 
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), and 
global sustainability standards pose challenges for 
Indian firms. Adapting to stringent environmental 
norms and tariff structures is crucial for securing 
market access and ensuring long-term economic 
stability. Integrating sustainability into trade 
policies—through cleaner production, renewable 
energy adoption, and carbon pricing—is essential for 
strengthening India’s global standing.

Recognizing the significance of these issues, the 
Department of Economics at SNIoE, in collaboration 
with the Centre for WTO Studies and the Delhi 
School of Economics, is organizing the Trade and 
Environment Conference on March 21-22, 2025. This 
two-day event will bring together academics and 
policymakers to discuss key challenges and emerging 
trends at the intersection of trade and environmental 
policy. 
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CONFERENCE 
OBJECTIVES

The discussion will explore key policy challenges 
arising from emerging global trade and environmental 
regulations and their implications for India’s industry, 
agriculture, and service sectors. It will also examine 
critical issues influencing India’s trade negotiations, 
such as sustainability requirements, regulatory 
compliance, and strategic policy responses.

The conference aims to provide a platform for 
scholars and policymakers to engage in meaningful 
discussions on both theoretical and empirical aspects 
of these issues. The papers presented will analyze 
the economic and institutional dimensions of trade 
and environmental policies, offering insights into 
their broader impact on India’s trade and economic 
landscape.

Additionally, we hope to build a strong repository of 
research papers that will serve as a valuable resource 
for future researchers in trade and environment, 
fostering continued dialogue and policy development 
in this critical area.
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

An Indian Administrative Service Officer of 1987 batch 
(Chhattisgarh cadre), Shri Subrahmanyam has held 
important assignments over the last three decades in 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Jammu & Kashmir, 
along with a stint at The World Bank. He has been 
Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Chief Secretary, Jammu & Kashmir, Principal Secretary, 
Government of Chhattisgarh, and has held positions 
in the Prime Minister’s Office.

Professor Rajat Kathuria joined Shiv Nadar University 
as Dean of the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences and Professor of Economics on April 1, 2021. 
With over 20 years of teaching experience and 15 
years in economic policy, he has conducted extensive 
research on regulation and competition policy. 
Previously, he was Director at ICRIER and taught at the 
University of Maryland and IMI, New Delhi. He has also 
worked with the World Bank and various international 
organizations. His published work appears in 
esteemed journals, and he serves on several industry 
and government committees. He holds degrees from 
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi School of Economics, and 
the University of Maryland.

SHRI B.V.R. SUBRAHMANYAM 
Chief Executive Officer of NITI Aayog, GoI

Inaugural

RAJAT KATHURIA
Dean, School of Humanities & Social Sciences 
Professor, Department of Economics
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

He was the RBI Professor of Industrial Economics 
and Director at the Centre Studies in Social Sciences, 
Calcutta and First Sukhamay Chakravarty Professor at 
Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. New Delhi. He is also a former Vice 
Chancellor of the Calcutta University.

He held Visiting Professorial positions at the 
Universities of Bonn, Berlin, Copenhagen, Cornell, 
Erasmus ( Rotterdam) , Monash, Munich, Konstanz, 
Paris, Sydney, New South Wales, Queensland, Penn. 
State, Rochester, Washington, St. Louis , Australian 
National University etc. He has been a Visiting Scholar 
at the IMF and Federal Reserve Bank, St. Louis, USA,  
among other places.

He has published more than 150 papers in journals 
such as the American Economic Review, Journal of 
Economic Theory, Journal of International Economics, 
Journal of Development Economics, European 
Economic Review , Journal of Economic Behavior and 
Organization, Economic Theory, International Economic 
Review, Canadian Journal of Economics. Economic 
Inquiry, Economica , Oxford Economic papers, NATURE 
Climate Change, PLOS One, Indian Journal of Physics, 
European Physical Journal,  etc.

Oxford University Press, Cambridge University Press, 
Springer-Nature have published his books and 
edited volumes. He edits the South Asian Journal of 
Macroeconomics and Public Finance (SAGE Pub.)

He received the Mahalanobis Gold Medal of the Indian 
Econometric Society in 2002, the most coveted award 
for economists in India and the VKRV Rao National 
Prize as a young Social Scientist in 2003, among very 
few to receive both awards. In 2018 he was nominated 
as the Distinguished (University wide) Visiting Fellow 
from Asia at the Queen Mary University of London.

SUGATA MARJIT
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

Pierre Sauvé is a Senior Trade Specialist within the World 
Bank Group’s Macroeconomics, Trade and Investment 
Global Practice, where he manages interactions with 
Geneva-based trade institutions and the donor community 
and represents the Bank in key trade-governance related 
committees at the OECD, in Paris. He served most recently 
as the WTI’s Director of External Programs and Academic 
Partnerships. He has held visiting professor appointments 
at the University of Barcelona, the College of Europe, the 
Institut d’Etudes Politiques’ (Sciences-Po Paris) and the 
London School of Economics and Political Science.

He served as a senior economist in the OECD Trade 
Directorate from 1993–2002, a period during which he 
was a faculty member of the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University and was appointed 
non-resident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution in 
Washington, DC. Prior to joining the OECD, he served as 
services negotiator within the Canadian Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade’s Office of North 
American Free Trade Negotiations. He was previously a 
staff member of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade in Geneva, Switzerland as well as the Bank for 
International Settlements, in Basel, Switzerland.

Mr Sauvé was educated in economics and international 
relations at the Université du Québec à Montreal and 
Carleton University in Canada, as well as at Cambridge and 
Oxford universities in the United Kingdom. He has advised 
the governments of a number of OECD and developing 
countries and served as a consultant to leading regional 
and multilateral agencies involved in trade, finance 
and development. He serves on the editorial board of 
the Journal of International Economic Law, the Journal 
of World Trade and the Latin American Journal of 
International Trade. He currently serves on the Advisory 
Board of the WTO Academic Chairs program and is an 
adviser to the Asian Research Network on Trade.

PIERRE SAUVÉ (KEYNOTE SPEAKER)
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

He has been teaching at the Centre of International Trade 
and Development at JNU for more than a quarter of a century. 
He teaches mainly Macroeconomics, both open and closed, 
but has also taught Investment Finance and Development 
Economics. He has also worked at the World Bank and the IMF. 
His publications are in his main areas of research interest, 
namely international economics and development economics, 
though he has publications also in the area of environmental 
economics and international political economy.

brings several years of experience in the areas of economic 
policy, logistics operations, trade facilitation, and trade policy. 
He is currently Head, Centre for WTO Studies, Centre for 
Research in International Trade (CRIT).

Prior to his current role, he was engaged as Logistics Sector 
Specialist Consultant with the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

Dr. Banerjee was earlier with Deutsche Post DHL Group as 
Senior Director for Public Policy responsible for South Asia 
region. Before that he had served as the Head of Trade Policy, 
Confederation of Indian Industry’s (CII), and with the World 
Bank in Washington, D.C., where his work focused on trade 
facilitation and trade policy related issues. He serves as the 
Executive Member of the Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) Logistics Task Force and had 
led FICCI’s interaction on Goods and Services Tax (GST)–related 
issues relevant to the transport and logistics sector. 

Dr. Banerjee has a PhD in Public Policy from the Schar School 
of Policy and Government, George Mason University, and a 
master’s degree in economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
Centre for International Trade and Development (CITD). He has 
been extensively published on issues related to international 
trade, regional integration, regulatory reforms, logistics and 
connectivity, and trade facilitation.

MANMOHAN AGARWAL

PRITAM BANERJEE  
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is a Young Professional (Legal) at the Centre for WTO 
Studies (under the Centre for Research in International 
Trade (CRIT), Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT) 
(established by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India) in New Delhi.

She is a licensed advocate with the Bar Council of 
Karnataka, India, and has practiced before district 
courts as well as the High Court of Karnataka. Thereafter, 
she served as a Research Assistant at the Centre for 
International Legal Studies, JGLS, where she wrote and 
researched on public international law from a Global 
South perspective. At the Centre for WTO Studies, she 
works on issues concerning the WTO Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and the Agreement on 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, where she assists 
in framing responses, advisory opinions, and policy briefs 
for the Government of India bilaterally and multilaterally. 
In addition to these, she assists the TBT team in their 
ongoing FTA negotiations. Kamya also undertakes research 
and writing projects with the Trade and Sustainable 
Development division at the Centre.

Meeta Keswani Mehra is a Professor of Economics at 
the Centre for International Trade and Development, 
JNU. She specializes in environmental and climate 
economics, development macroeconomics, and 
international trade. A Ph.D. from ISI Delhi, she has been 
an Expert Reviewer for the IPCC and has held prestigious 
fellowships, including the DAAD and Rockefeller Bellagio 
residencies. She has served on faculty selection boards 
and professional associations like INSEE and EAERE. 
With extensive publications, she mentors M.Phil. and 
Ph.D. students and collaborates internationally on 
climate research. She has held leadership roles at JNU 
and global academic networks.

MS. VISHWANATH

MEETA MEHRA 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

a Professor of Economics at the Centre for International 
Trade and Development, JNU. A Ph.D. from Columbia 
University, she specializes in international trade and 
environment, climate change, and WTO negotiations in 
environmental goods. She has held academic positions 
at JNU, IIM Bangalore, and UCLA, and served as a Senior 
Economist at NIPFP. A recipient of prestigious fellowships 
and awards, she has advised the Government of India 
on trade and environment issues. With extensive 
international collaborations, peer-reviewed publications, 
and policy contributions, she continues to shape research 
in environmental economics and global trade policy.

is a Professor at the Department of Economics, Delhi 
School of Economics. He holds a Ph.D. from JNU 
and specializes in industrial economics, trade and 
competition, international economics, econometrics, 
and development economics. A recipient of prestigious 
awards, he was the Sir Ratan Tata Trust Fellow (2001) 
and won the International Economic Research Annual 
Award (2000) and the Mahalanobis Memorial Medal 
(2012). With extensive research contributions, he plays a 
key role in advancing economic scholarship in India.

APARNA SAWHNEY 

 UDAY BHANU SINHA
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

A product of St. Stephen’s College and the Delhi School 
of Economics, Prof. Pant earned his Ph.D. from Southern 
Methodist University, Texas. He was a Professor of 
Economics at Jawaharlal Nehru University, serving as 
Dean of the School of International Studies and later 
as Vice Chancellor of the Indian Institute of Foreign 
Trade until 2022. He has taught at IIMs, Lucknow 
University, and Columbia University as a Fulbright 
scholar. With around 40 publications and four books, 
he contributes to The Economic Times, Financial 
Express, and Mint. Honored with the Kautilya award 
in 2017 and the Distinguished Alumnus award in 2022, 
his research focuses on International Trade Theory, 
Foreign Investment, Competition Policy, and the WTO. 
He is currently a Visiting Professor at Shiv Nadar 
University and President of AEDR, a non-profit research 
organization.

Ram is a professor of environmental and resource 
economics at Shiv Nadar University. In the past, he 
has worked at USDA’s Economic Research Services, 
University of Florida, CSIRO, and Macquarie University.

Ram has interests in water scarcity and livelihoods 
management, biodiversity conservation, and climate 
change mitigation and adaptation challenges.  A 
unifying theme for some his work has been managing 
dynamic risks as well as understanding how changes 
in natural environments create complex feedbacks 
in inter-linked human, ecological, and economic 
systems.  Ram is currently working on utilizing eco-
friendly financial instruments, such as Payment for 
Ecosystem Services and Green Bonds, for addressing 
climate change mitigation and biodiversity conservation 
challenges.

MANOJ PANT

RAM RANJAN
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for WTO 
Studies, with over 16 years of experience in trade 
and economic research. Previously, they served as a 
Research Fellow at the Centre for WTO Studies, IIFT for 
over 14 years. They hold a Master’s degree in Economics 
from Annamalai University and a Bachelor’s degree from 
the College of Vocational Studies. Their work focuses 
on international trade policy, WTO negotiations, and 
economic analysis, contributing to research that informs 
trade policymaking. With extensive expertise in trade-
related issues, they play a key role in policy discussions 
and academic discourse.

is an Assistant Professor at the Indian Institute of 
Foreign Trade (IIFT), Delhi, with a Ph.D. in Economics 
from Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). Her research 
interests include Economics of Networks, Law and 
Economics, Social Choice Theory, and Applied 
Microeconomics.

She has previously held academic and research 
positions at Sri Venkateswara College (DU), AERC 
(DU), NISTADS (CSIR), and Delhi School of Economics. 
Her publications appear in Indian Economic Review, 
Research in Economics, and Economic & Political 
Weekly. She has contributed to official reports for the 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry and Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare and coauthored the NCERT Introductory 
Microeconomics textbook for Class XII.

HARI MAYA GURUNG 

PAPIYA GHOSH 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is a Professor of Economics at the Delhi School of 
Economics, University of Delhi, India. He specialises 
in development macroeconomics and international 
economics, focusing on labour, technology, and the 
informal sector. Before this, he worked at the University 
of the South Pacific, Institute of Economic Growth Delhi, 
Centre for Studies in Social Sciences Calcutta as well 
as held various research positions at the University 
of Manchester, University of Nottingham, Max Planck 
Institute of Economics (Jena), Norwegian Institute of 
International Affairs, University of Oslo. He received 
the Max-Planck India Fellowship, ICSSR-ESRC exchange 
and ICSSR-CASS exchange fellowship. He publishes 
research articles in reputed journals, like Journal of 
Development Economics, Social Research Indicators, 
Journal of Productivity Analysis, Labour Economics, 
Economic Modelling, International Review of Economics 
and Finance, Cambridge Journal of Economics, American 
Behavioural Scientists etc. Recently, he published a 
book named Digitalisation and Development – India 
and beyond. He is an associate editor of Progress in 
Development Studies (Sage). He received the IDRC 
Young India Social Sciences Award, 2010 and Global 
Development Network Award, 2009.

is a Research Fellow at the Institute of Development 
Studies (IDS), University of Sussex. Her ongoing research 
explores the political economy of trade protection, 
agricultural commercialisation, innovation and inclusive 
structural change. She has completed her PhD in 
Economics at the University of Sussex. 

DIBYENDU MAITI 

AMRITA SAHA 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

completed her Ph.D in Economics at Indian Institute of 
Management Bangalore. She has worked as an Assistant 
Professor in Economics at TERI School of Advanced 
Studies, New Delhi. Currently, she is working as a Post 
Doctoral Fellow at Ashoka University. She is an applied 
micro-economist with research interest in the field 
of international trade and development economics. 
She has presented her research papers in prestigious 
international and domestic conferences such as the 
North American Summer Meeting of the Econometric 
Society, the Royal Economic Society Annual Conference 
and the Annual Conference of the Society for Economics 
Research in India for Doctoral Students (SERI-D) in India. 
She has published her work in peer-reviewed journals 
and in press articles such as UKFIET- The Education and 
Development Forum and Ideas for India. 

is an Indian Economic Services Officer (2001) with 15 
years of experience in trade negotiations, specializing 
in Trade in Services. She served at India’s Permanent 
Mission to the WTO in Geneva from 2013-2016, focusing 
on Trade in Services and Electronic Commerce. Dr. Pant 
holds a Master’s in Economics from the Delhi School 
of Economics and a Ph.D. from the Indian Institute of 
Foreign Trade (IIFT), with research on the servicification 
of manufacturing. Currently, she is Programme 
Director at NITI Aayog, overseeing services, economic 
intelligence, education, labor, and skill development. 
She has held various roles, including Deputy Director 
General at DMEO.

SUBHASREE SARKAR

SONIA PANT 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is the Director and RBI Chair at the Centre for 
Development Studies (CDS) in Thiruvananthapuram. 
Previously, he held professorships at IGIDR Mumbai and 
faculty positions at ICRIER Delhi and IIT Bombay. He also 
served as a Visiting Fellow at the Crawford School of the 
Australian National University.

Veeramani holds a Ph.D. and M.Phil. in Economics from 
JNU, New Delhi. His doctoral dissertation was awarded 
the EXIM Bank Research Award in 2003. He serves as 
Joint Managing Editor of the Journal of Quantitative 
Economics and contributes his expertise to key 
committees, including the RBI’s External Commercial 
Borrowings Committee and the India EXIM Bank’s Export 
Leading Index Review Panel. His research focuses on 
critical areas affecting India’s economic landscape, 
including Global Value Chains, Trade Patterns and Policy, 
FDI, Productivity, and Labor Market Outcomes. His 
research underpins a Chapter titled “Creating Jobs and 
Growth by Specializing in Exports in Network Products” 
of the Economic Survey 2019-20 (Volume 1) published by 
India’s Ministry of Finance.

earned his PhD in economics from JNU in 2005 and 
has 28 years of teaching and research experience. His 
specialization includes international trade, applied 
econometrics, growth economics, and climate modeling. 
He has authored five books, including one published by 
Palgrave Macmillan and another in Spanish. Prof. Mathur 
has published in various journals, such as the Review 
of International Economics and the Journal of Economic 
Integration. Currently, he teaches Trade, Econometrics, 
and Mathematical Economics to graduate and PhD 
students at IIT Kanpur. He is skilled in SPSS, STATA, R, 
and MATLAB, among other tools. A forthcoming edited 
book, “Changing Profile of India’s Trade Relations,” is set 
for publication in 2025 by Routledge, UK.

C. VEERAMANI 

SOMESH K. MATHUR 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is a Professor of Economics, and former Dean, Faculty 
Council of Arts, Jadavpur University. He received his 
M.Sc. (Economics) degree from Calcutta University 
(1990) and Ph.D. (Economics) degree from Jadavpur 
University (1996). He was a Ford Foundation post 
doctoral fellow at Rochester University, New York (1997-
98); Visiting Scholar at University of Kent at Canterbury, 
UK (during 2008-2010) and at the Utrecht University, The 
Netherlands (2010). 

Prof. Acharyya specializes in International Economics 
and Economic Theory, authoring six monographs and 
textbooks, and publishing over 75 articles in renowned 
journals. He has received several awards, including the 
EXIM Bank International Trade Research Award (1997), 
Global Development Network Research Medal (2003), 
and Best University Teacher Award (2016).

 

is a Visiting Assistant Professor at the Centre for 
Research on the Economics of Climate, Food, Energy and 
Environment (CECFEE), at the Indian Statistical Institute, 
Delhi. Her research focuses on the economic impacts of 
climate change, policies for climate change mitigation 
and green growth in developing countries. She holds a 
PhD in Economics from the Technical University Berlin, 
Germany. 

RAJAT ACHARYYA

RAAVI AGGARWAL 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

a PhD candidate at the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, 
specializing in trade networks. She currently works as 
a Consultant at the Ministry of Statistics and Program 
Implementation (MoSPI), where her work focuses on 
revising the National Industrial Classification (NIC) 
and assisting in the preparation of the Annual Energy 
Statistics report. Previously, Neha was a Research 
Assistant at the Research and Information System for 
Developing Countries (RIS), contributing to research 
on the digitalization of MSMEs and was part of the G20 
University Connect event team.

Neha Gupta is an alumna of Indian Institute of Foreign 
Trade, Delhi from where she completed her Masters 
in Economics (Specialisation in Trade and Finance) in 
2024. She completed her graduation in BA (H) Economics 
from Sri Venkateswara College, University of Delhi. 
She qualified for UGC-NET & JRF in 2024. Her research 
areas of interests include Climate Change, Environment, 
International Trade, Mathematical Economics, Finance 
and Econometrics.

NEHA GUPTA 

NEHA GUPTA 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

Dr. Debashis Chakraborty is a Professor of Economics at 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), Kolkata Campus. 
He received his Ph.D. Degree from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), New Delhi. He has nineteen years of 
teaching experience and five years in policy research. 
His areas of research interests include Trade and WTO 
issues, Environmental Sustainability and Economic 
Development in India, and he has conducted several 
research projects on these themes. He has extensively 
published research articles in national and international 
referred journals of repute. He also has twelve volumes 
(including both co-authored and co-edited ones) to 
his credit. For the last thirteen years, Dr. Chakraborty 
is Editorial Board member of Foreign Trade Review 
(Sage, ABDC ‘B’ Category), which is a comprehensive 
forum for disseminating theoretical and empirical 
research on international trade and investment related 
issues. Of late, he is also focusing on popularization of 
sustainability narrative among readers in wider forums. 

is currently pursuing her PhD in Economics at Shiv 
Nadar University, Greater Noida, India. She completed 
her B.A. (Hons.) in Economics from Daulat Ram College 
in 2018 and her Master’s in Economics from the Delhi 
School of Economics, University of Delhi, in 2020. 
Prior to joining her PhD program, she worked as an 
Academic Tutor and Research Fellow at O.P. Jindal Global 
University. Her primary research and teaching interests 
include Environmental Economics, Macroeconomics, 
Climate Change, and Sustainable Development, with a 
focus on applying these areas to public policy.

DEBASHIS CHAKRABORTY

CHESHTA GROVER
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is Research Associate at Centre for Studies in Social 
Sciences, Calcutta. She received her Ph.D. degree from 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, Kolkata. Her research 
interests are broadly in the areas of International 
Trade, Labour Economics and Applied Microeconomics, 
with emphasis on impact of international trade on the 
Indian Economy. Her research work involves use of both 
theoretical modelling and empirical methodologies in 
areas involving impact of liberalization on wages, the 
adjustment costs incurred by the workers following the 
adoption of trade reform policies and optimal ways to 
compensate them. She has previously been a Guest 
Lecturer at the Department of Economics, Jogamaya Devi 
College (under University of Calcutta). She is involved 
in both academic and policy research, which has been 
presented and published in both India and abroad. She 
has also undertaken research projects funded by the 
Ministry of Commerce, Government of India.

is an Associate Professor and Head of the Department 
of Economics at Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence, 
Delhi NCR. Formerly, he held tenured positions at the 
University of Nottingham, UK, and Indian Institute of 
Management, Indore. He holds a PhD in Economics 
from Southern Methodist University, USA. Primarily an 
applied microeconomist, his research interests lie in the 
fields of development economics, labour economics, 
and gender economics. His research papers have 
appeared in several well-known international journals. 
He is also a Fellow at the Global Labor Organization, 
Germany, a Non-Resident Fellow at the Centre for 
Development Economics and Sustainability, Monash 
University, Australia, and a Visiting Fellow at the United 
Nations University - World Institute of Development 
Economics Research, Finland.

AAHELI AHMED 

PUNARJIT ROYCHOWDHURY 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is currently ECGC Chair Professor at the Indian Institute 
of Foreign Trade (IIFT), New Delhi. Prior to this, he 
worked as a Professor of Economics at the Institute 
of Management Technology (IMT), Ghaziabad, India, 
for more than ten years. Dr. Ojha obtained his Ph.D. 
on evaluation of trade liberalization in India using 
the Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) modelling 
methodology, from the Delhi School of Economics, 
University of Delhi, in 1997. Subsequently, in 2004, 
he was awarded the Commonwealth Academic 
Staff Fellowship for a post-doctoral tenure at the 
Environment Department, University of York, United 
Kingdom, to work on, “Carbon Emissions Abatement 
Strategies and Poverty Alleviation in India”.

He has more than three decades’ experience in teaching 
and research. He specializes in CGE modelling applied 
to trade, human capital, inclusive growth, and climate 
change. Apart from CGE, his area of expertise lies in 
wide-ranging subjects which include, Macroeconomics, 
Econometric Methods and Operational Research. 

Dr. Ojha has delivered many invited lectures for 
prestigious host institutions, which include the World 
Bank, IDFC and the European Climate Foundation 
(ECF), and has numerous publications in national and 
international journals.

VIJAY P. OJHA 
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SPEAKER 
DETAILS

is an Associate Professor at the Department of 
Economics, Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence.  He did 
his PhD from the University of British Columbia. His 
research fields are Development Economics, Economics 
of Education, Political Economy and Labour Economics. 
He has worked on the efficacy of affirmative action 
policies, evolution of inter-group differences and the 
long-term consequences of colonialism. His present 
research focuses on political economy issues such 
as public good provision and education economics 
topics such as gender differences in STEM take-up and 
classroom peer effects.

is an Assistant Professor at Sri Guru Nanak Dev Khalsa 
College, University of Delhi, with a diverse academic 
background. She holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, specializing in regional 
organizations, specifically SAARC. Dr. Kaur has made 
significant contributions to research in areas such as 
regional cooperation, foreign direct investments, and 
poverty alleviation strategies in SAARC countries. She 
has authored several publications in reputable journals 
and presented papers at national and international 
seminars. Additionally, she has a strong track record in 
academic administration, holding various leadership 
roles within the college, including convening academic 
societies and committees.

ARKA ROY CHAUDHURI 

BINEET KAUR 
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is a Consultant (Grade-II) at NITI Aayog, specializing in 
trade and economic policy. She previously served as an 
Assistant Professor of Economics at the Indian Institute 
of Foreign Trade (IIFT), where she taught international 
trade, macroeconomics, and econometrics while leading 
multiple research projects on digital trade, e-commerce, 
and firm performance.

She has also worked as a Short-Term Consultant at 
the World Bank, contributing to research on trade 
competitiveness in India, Pakistan, Jordan, and China. 
Additionally, she has held academic positions at Shri 
Ram College of Commerce and Sri Venkateswara College, 
University of Delhi.

Sugandha holds a Ph.D. in International Economics from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), with a focus on regional 
trade agreements and foreign direct investment. She also 
earned an MPhil and MA in International Economics from 
JNU, where she was a recipient of the Ford Foundation 
Scholarship for academic excellence.

has a diverse academic teaching and research 
experience over the last 25 years, she is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Economics at Shri Ram 
College of Commerce, University of Delhi. She has keen 
research interests in Foreign Capital Inflows, Foreign 
Technology, Formal Employment, Productivity, Labour, 
and International Trade. PhD, MPhil, MA in Economics 
from the Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi 
and BA Honors in Economics from Shri Ram College of 
Commerce, University of Delhi.

SUGANDHA HURIA 

RENU BANSAL 
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is a fourth-year PhD candidate in Economics at the Shiv 
Nadar Institution of Eminence. She holds a B.A. (Honours) 
in Economics from the University of Delhi and an M.A. in 
Economics from Ambedkar University Delhi. Her research 
interests lie in health, gender, and labor economics. Her 
doctoral work focuses on the intersection of public policy 
and gender dynamics in India, particularly emphasizing 
how institutional interventions influence women’s 
empowerment, labor force participation, and safety.”

is associated with the Centre for WTO Studies (under 
the Ministry of Commerce, Govt. of India) in the capacity 
of Senior Research Fellow (Legal). Prior to joining the 
Centre, she worked at Jindal Global Law School as 
a Research Fellow and Academic Tutor. Her areas of 
interest are international trade and WTO laws, and 
the intersection of international trade law with other 
areas of law. Looking ahead, she is eager to continue 
her career in research and academia, with a focus on 
international trade law.

Srinka Bose is an Assistant Professor at the Asia Pacific 
Institute of Management and a Doctoral Researcher at 
the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), where she 
has submitted her PhD thesis. With over 20 years of 
teaching experience, she has worked at institutions like 
Amity University, Fergusson College, and Pune University. 
Her expertise includes economics, operations research, 
and quantitative techniques. She has also served as 
a visiting faculty at multiple management institutes. 
Her research focuses on econometrics and trade-
related quantitative analysis, contributing to the fields 
of economics and management studies through both 
teaching and research.

ANSHIKA MATHUR 

VISHAKHA SRIVASTAVA
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is an Assistant Professor at the Asia Pacific Institute of 
Management and a Doctoral Researcher at the Indian 
Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), where she has submitted 
her PhD thesis. With over 20 years of teaching experience, 
she has worked at institutions like Amity University, 
Fergusson College, and Pune University. Her expertise 
includes economics, operations research, and quantitative 
techniques. She has also served as a visiting faculty at 
multiple management institutes. Her research focuses 
on econometrics and trade-related quantitative analysis, 
contributing to the fields of economics and management 
studies through both teaching and research.

is a Research Fellow and former Research Associate at 
the Centre for WTO Studies, where involvement began 
in August 2021. Prior to this, Simran gained experience 
as an Analyst Intern at American Express from May 2020 
to July 2020. Academic qualifications include a Bachelor 
of Arts in Economics from Lady Shri Ram College for 
Women (2016-2019) and a Master’s degree in Economics 
from the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (2019-2021).

SRINKA BOSE 

SIMRAN KHOSLA 
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He is an Associate Researcher (YP) at the Centre for WTO 
Studies, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, specializing 
in trade and economic policy research. He has 
previously worked as a Research Intern at the Institute 
for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, and the 
Indian School of Business, focusing on Gross Ecosystem 
Product accounting and economic policy analysis. He 
also has experience as a Subject Matter Expert at Course 
Hero and Chegg India. Aptreshee holds a Master’s in 
Economics from the University of Hyderabad and a 
Bachelor’s degree from Visva Bharati, Shantiniketan, and 
the Central University of Rajasthan.

SAPTARSHEE MANDAL

SPEAKER 
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is a Consultant at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
a member of the Negotiating Team for Trade in Services 
in the India-Canada CEPA, providing detailed economic 
analysis, market access analysis, legal text analysis, and 
trade in services offer for the ongoing bilateral trade 
negotiation. She has been working in the international 
trade in the services sector since September 2020, when 
she joined the Ministry as a Senior Research Fellow.

She holds a Ph.D. in International Trade from Aligarh 
Muslim University, with specialization in Trade Policy 
and Trade Data Analysis. She has contributed to various 
trade promotional schemes, trade indices, and trade data 
analysis projects for the Ministry. Her goal is to leverage 
my expertise and experience in the services trade domain 
to advance India’s trade interests and development 
objectives.

SHAGUFTA NAAZ 
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is a Senior Research Fellow (Economics) at the Centre 
for WTO Studies, specializing in macroeconomic growth 
modeling, agricultural economics, climate change 
economics, and environmental economics. Her research 
involves analytical modeling, empirical data analysis using 
econometric tools (STATA, R), and field surveys.

She has previously worked as an Associate Research 
Fellow at TERI, focusing on energy modeling, and held 
research roles at ICRIER, the International Growth Centre, 
and Jawaharlal Nehru University. Saheli holds a Ph.D. in 
Agricultural and Climate Change Economics and an M.Phil. 
in Development Economics from JNU, along with an M.A. in 
Economics from the University of Hyderabad.

is a Visiting Assistant Professor in the area of Economics 
and Public Policy at IIM Rohtak. She was a Post-Doctoral 
Fellow at Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD). 
She has completed her PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University(JNU), New Delhi. She has earned her M.Sc. 
and B.Sc. (hons) degrees in Economics from University 
of Calcutta (CU).

She has worked as an Assistant Professor at St. Xavier’s 
University, Kolkata. She has worked as a Consultant 
with the Department for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, Government of India. She has worked with 
various policy think-tanks of India -like Indian Institute 
of Foreign Trade (IIFT), Indian Council for Research on 
International Economic Relations (ICRIER) and National 
Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER).

SAHELI DAS 

PIYALI MAJUMDER
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Shampa Bhattacharjee is an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Economics at Shiv Nadar Institution of 
Eminence. She received her Ph.D. from the University 
of British Columbia. Her primary area of interest is 
development economics with a focus on health and 
political economy. Her current research explores the 
historical determinants of fertility patterns in India, key 
factors influencing child health in developing countries, 
and the underlying causes of crop residue burning in 
India.

SHAMPA BHATTACHARJEE

Dr. M. Rahul is an Assistant Professor in the TATA Chair 
on Information Technology at the Institute of Economic 
Growth (IEG), Delhi. His research focuses on applied 
microeconomics and international trade. Before joining 
IEG, he served for nearly ten years in the Indian Economic 
Service, where he conducted research and provided 
policy inputs on climate change, sustainability, energy, 
inflation, and the external sector for the Department of 
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India. 
He has also been a Research Officer in the Department 
of Economic and Policy Research at the Reserve Bank of 
India. Dr. Rahul holds a PhD in Economics from the Centre 
for International Trade and Development, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi.

M RAHUL
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Dr. Deepika Srivastava is an officer of the Indian 
Economic Service and currently serves as Joint Director 
in the Ministry of Finance contributing to annual 
Economic survey of Government of India. She has 
previously worked with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs 
and the Ministry of Agriculture. Before joining the 
government, she was a faculty member at Lady Shri Ram 
College for Women, University of Delhi. Dr. Srivastava 
holds a Ph.D. from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi, and her research interests include trade and 
foreign direct investment. 

DEEPIKA SRIVASTAVA
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Timing
Session 
Details

Session Chair Speaker Discussant

DAY 1

9:00 - 9:45 Inaugural  

Welcome Address :  
Rajat Kathuria   
Dean and Professor, SHSS 
______________________ 
Inaugural Address : 
BVR Subramanyam: 

CEO NITI Aayog 
______________________

Closing Remarks 
Punarjit Roychowdhury 
Head of Department - 
Economics

Pritam Banerjee  
Head, Centre for WTO 
Studies, IIFT 
______________________

Vote of Thanks 
Manoj Pant 
Visiting Professor 
Dept of Economics

9:45-10:00                                                            Tea

10:00-11:45 Session 1
Manmohan 
Aggarwal

Sugata Marjit Aparna Sawhney
Dibyendu Maiti and Amrita 
Saha

Sugandha C 
Huria

Ranjabati Chakraborti and 
Rajat Acharya

Uday Sinha

11:45 - 12:00                                                        Tea

12:00 - 01:45 Session 2 Rajat Kathuria 

C. Veeramani Meeta Mehra
Deepika Srivastava and  
M Rahul

Raavi Aggarwal

Aaheli Ahmed Manmohan 
Aggarwal 

01:45 - 02:30                                                       Lunch
02:30 - 03:30 Keynote Manoj Pant Pierre Sauvé
03:30 - 03:45                                                       Tea

DAY WISE SCHEDULE | MARCH 21-22, 2025
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03:45 - 05:30 Session 3 Pritam Banerjee

Sonia Pant Shagufta Naaz

Debashis Chakraborty
Hari Maya 
Gurung

Neha Gupta and Papiya 
Ghosh

Ashokankur 
Dutta

DAY 2

07:00 - 08:00                                    Biodiversity Park Walkthrough

09:30 - 10:00                                               Tea/Breakfast

10:00 - 11:45 Session 1
Shampa 
Bhattacharjee

Subhasree Sarkar Saheli Das
Cheshta Grover Aparna/Piyali

Raavi Aggarwal
Arka Roy 
Chaudhuri

11:45 - 12:00                                                Tea

12:00 - 01:45 Session 2 Ram Ranjan

Bineet Kaur and Sugandha 
C Huria

Anshika

Aparna Sawhney and 
Piyali Majumder

Cheshta Grover

Somesh K Mathur Vijay Ojha
01:45 - 02:30                                               Lunch

02:30 - 04:15 Session 3
Preetam 
Banerjee 

Neha Gupta and Sugandha 
C Huria

Simran Khosla

Vishaka Srivastava & 
Kamya Vishwanath

Srinka Bose
Saptarshee 
Mandal

04:15 - 04:30                                               Tea

04:30 - 05:15 Plenary
Punarjit 
Roychowdhury

Rajat Kathuria, Manoj Pant 
and Pritam Banerjee
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