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Cities are dynamic places

that come to life through the
opportunities and innovation
they offer, and where inequality
also plays a dynamic role. The
transformation toward resilient
and sustainable societies

is to bring about a shift in
our patterns of production,
consumption, and waste
management, and redesign
cities to be sustainable.

Universities, in this sense, are
places of action where various
aspects of sustainable cities and
communities are debated and,
by their nature, are custodians
of heritage and environment in
their communities.

At Shiv Nadar, we have an active

community working on many
aspects of SDG 11 through
teaching, research, institutional
practices, and partnerships.
Here is a glimpse of our work.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

We are committed to offering meaningful education
around sustainability and related areas to all students
across the university, beyond our core subjects. The
School of Humanities and Social Sciences offers
many courses at the undergraduate, graduate,

and doctoral levels. Some of these courses are
Archaeology of Cities (HIS 301), Cities of the Global
South (INT 131), Pastoral Nomads and the State (HIS
304), Curating Cultures: Collections, Museums and

Practices (HIS 305), The Anthropology and History
of Experts and Expertise (HIS 315), Archaeology
of Landscapes (HIS 317), Seeing the Past: Visual
Histories and Archaeological Practices (HIS 323),
The City and Urban Perspectives (SOC 416), Field,
Archive, Ethnography (SOC 602), Art after WWII
(Art and Displacement: Migratory Aesthetics in
Contemporary Art) (ART 604). For undergraduate
students, many compulsory courses are regularly
offered, such as Environmental Studies (CCC 704),
Biodiversity: Assessment & Conservation (CCC 706),
Environmental Impact Assessment (CCC 406), and
Energy for Sustainable Future (CCC 614), Use of
Energy in our Daily Life (CCC 624), and Green Energy
Technologies (CCC613).

Master’s Program in Global Urban
Sociology in partnership with the
School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS), London

Urbanization is of extraordinary significance for the
regions in which SOAS and Shiv Nadar University
academics focus, and globally, it is a topic that brings
together many of the most pressing concerns of our
times, from climate, sustainability, to mental health,
pollution, illness, and issues of governance and
policy.
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The joint Master of Arts program in Global Urban
Sociology provides a unique opportunity for students
to grasp the broad global historical/political/cultural
canvas against which sociology is studied and how
sociology may be useful for thinking about urban
global futures. It offers students an option to study
current global issues around urbanism with reference
to specific case studies drawn from different cities
around the world. It also provides an opportunity

for students to develop their ability to construct
critical evaluations of the applicability of sociological
frameworks to ‘real-world’ problems, including in
their own research project on the ‘Dissertation’
module.

Millennium Fellowship Project:
Project Himayah

Aanya Anand, a Bachelor of Management Major,
received a Millennium fellowship for the class of
2024 for her project that contributes to advancing
SDG 11, SDG 17, SDG 7, SDG 12, and SDG 9.

Project Himayah is about decreasing the amount

of single-use plastic produced on the campus. The
project’s basic framework revolves around a circular
economy model involving collaboration among
university administration, on-campus food vendors,
and established economic organizations dedicated
to upcycling such waste. Project Himayah serves as
a small yet significant effort to build a community
by raising awareness about the importance of
sustainable practices.

With an aim to advocate sustainable waste
management practices and provide support to eco-
enterprises specializing in transforming waste into

valuable products, the initiative seeks to mitigate
the environmental impact of plastic waste while
simultaneously creating job opportunities to help
people from surrounding villages to gain more
financial independence.

UNITED NATIONS ACADEMIC IMPACT AND MCN PROUDLY PRESENT AANYA
ANAND, A MILLENNIUM FELLOW FOR THE CLASS OF 2024.

Shiv Nadar University | Greater Noida, India | Advancing SDG 11, SDG 17, SDG 7, SDG 12 &
UNAI9

"Empathy and innovation drive my passion for social
impact, and being a Millennium Fellow will amplify these
values through collaboration. I'm excited to learn, share,
and grow in a community dedicated to aligning our work
with the UN SDGs, and making a meaningful difference.
This fellowship will empower me to elevate my projects,

ensuring they are both impactful and sustainable. "

Students of the Master’s in Rural
Management celebrate World
Indigenous Peoples’ Day

The students of the Master’s in Rural Management
celebrated World Indigenous Peoples’ Day on
August 22, 2024. The second batch of 45 students
consisted of 22 women and 23 men from 10 states
and 27 districts across the country. Of these, 17 are
Adivasis, including two students from Maharashtra’s
Kolam community, a particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Group (PVTG).

It was heartening to see the students ideate,
conceive, design, and present the event, showcasing
the rich diversity of India. Celebrating the event
with the huge support of university leadership is a
powerful marker of the university’s inclusiveness,
diversity, and social commitment.
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Students, faculty, and staff from the Rural Management program celebrate World Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

Social Sector Internship - Student
Projects

Social Sector Internship is an eight-week rigorous
and mandatory internship on real-life projects that
provides our undergraduate students the context,
empathy, and expertise to make decisions, keeping
in mind the triple bottom line involving people,
planet, and profit, irrespective of the professional

or entrepreneurial roles they assume in the future.
These opportunities generate new forms of
knowledge where disciplinary barriers are dissolved;
the divides between the scholar and the practitioner,
the thinker and the doer, are overcome, and concrete
societal benefits accompany the academic benefits
of research. SSl is contributing toward a world that is
healthy, sustainable, just, and inclusive.

The students in the School of Management and
Entrepreneurship undergo this rigorous 8-week
on-site internship immersion in rural and non-urban
ecosystems, working with the local indigenous
communities on ameliorating social enterprise

challenges or creating growth models for the social
sector.

Some examples of these projects in the area of SDG
11 are as follows: (We can add a box here with these
examples).

Mahaneeth Nadimpalli worked with Cyient
Foundation on ESG - Key focus areas in community
participation. The project entailed evaluating various
environmentally sustainable interventions of Cyient
for the benefit of the community. The scope involved
visiting, interacting with the local community, and
measuring the project’s impact.

Navya Jain worked with HCL Tech on the project for
the need analysis of slums of Gautam Buddha Nagar
for CSR interventions. She extensively conducted
field trips and comprehensive geographic analysis
of slums in Gautam Buddha Nagar to identify areas
for CSR interventions, aiming to improve living
conditions, infrastructure, and access to essential
services through strategic expansion and targeted
support.
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Ronit Ray worked with Access Development
Services on the Living Looms of India project. This

is a livelihood generation initiative to rejuvenate
the domestic Indian Handloom Industry. LLI aims to
create employment opportunities for skilled artisans
in the handloom sector and train them to become
capable and independent of any middlemen. It also
aims to bring the handloom industry back to its
former glory by promoting made-in-India handloom
products produced by the local people.

Dr. Ghanshyam Pal, Associate Professor in the
School of Engineering, is leading research in the
Advanced Materials and Building Energy (AMBE) Lab
at Shiv Nadar University. His research is on phase
change change materials to ensure buildings remain
relatively cooler during summer and warm during
winters. He has developed a nano-enhanced phase
change material system using organic materials,
biopolymers, and industrial by-products.
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Dr. Ghanshyam Pal

Associate Professor
School of Engineering

Developed nano-enhanced phase change material system to
improve building energy performance.
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The research is being conducted at the Advanced Materials
and Building Energy (AMBE) Lab, Shiv Nadar University,
Delhi-NCR.

AMBE has received a grant of Rs. 92.2 lakh from DST,
Government of India.

https://snu.edu.in/blogs/researching-the-blocks-of-sustainability-modern-buildings/
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Dr. Pal’s research is directly connected to SDG
7 (Clean Energy), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities
and Communities), and SDG 9 (Innovation and
Infrastructure).

Folk Genre of Rural Community
Women: Patrons in Preservation of
Folklore

Dr. Tulika Chandra, Professor, Department of English,
works with folk narratives. This ongoing project is
around semi-urban spaces, such as villages near Shiv
Nadar University, such as Chithara, Anandpur, Beel,
and Datawali.

This research project contributes to SDG 11 by
supporting the preservation of intangible cultural
heritage (Target 11.4). Focusing on women's folk
expressions in the semi-urban villages, the project
documents, transcribes, and translates oral narratives
and folk songs that reflect intergenerational family


https://www.linkedin.com/in/drghanshyampal/
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dynamics in rural north India. The project helps
safeguard community memory and cultural identity
amidst increasing urbanisation and socio-economic
shifts by archiving these expressions, predominantly
those related to community relationships. It also
amplifies rural women'’s voices, promotes cultural
continuity, and contributes to inclusive, sustainable
community development by integrating local
knowledge into broader scholarly and public
discourse.

Pectin biopolymer to develop
composite thin films for use as
biodegradable wraps for vegetables
and fruits.

Dr. Yamini Sudha, Associate Professor, Department
of Chemical Engineering, has used pectin biopolymer
to develop composite thin films for use as bio-
degradable wraps for vegetables and fruits. Her
research aims to significantly boost the shelf life of
produce and reduce hazards to the human body and
nature.

The biodegradable wraps are made by extracting
pectin from bananas, oranges, and sweet lime.

They are a natural, edible coating that can replace
synthetic wax, which gives fruits gloss and longevity.

She and her research group have successfully
produced small films with improved properties
compared to pure pectin films. “We are now working
on process-related improvements to scale up the film
production with the required physical, chemical, and
mechanical properties,’ she says.

Dr. Yamini Sudha Sistla

Associate Professor
Department of Chemical
Engineering

Developed biodegradable film wraps by extracting pectin,
a propsective biopolymer, from fruits.
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Dr. Sistla is conducting her research at the Sustainability and

Advanced Materials Lab, Shiv Nadar University, Delhi-NCR.

She and her team have produced small films with properties
superior to those of pure pectin films.

https://snu.edu.in/blogs/solutions-of-tomorrow-bio-degradable-food-wrapping/

Dr. Sudha’s research is linked to SDG 3 (good health
and well-being), SDG 11 (sustainable cities and
communities), SDG 12 (responsible consumption and
production), and SDG 13, 14, and 15 (climate action,
life below water, and life on land).

Earth observations for urban policies
and future pathways for urban
environmental research

Urban research is evolving, and there are several
challenges that need to be addressed, which have led
to pathways for further development. The scientific
community must consider a multitude of options

for urban monitoring, evaluation, planning, and
management. In this chapter, the authors provide

a brief overview of different models for urban
studies and research based on Earth observation
datasets. The chapter discusses a variety of potential
research areas, including satellite-based monitoring
of urban areas, loT and cloud computing in urban
management, and the use of machine learning in
urban environmental research.

Ekka, Pawan, Manjari Upreti, Purabi Saikia, Amit
Kumar, Prem C. Pandey, and Prashant K. Srivastava.
“Earth observations for urban policies and future
pathways for urban environmental research.” In Earth
Observation in Urban Monitoring, pp. 375-387.
Elsevier, 2024.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/yamini-sudha-sistla-a0909041/
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Performance Lecture

KUCHIPUDI AT THE INTERSECTION
OF SOCIO-POLITICAL, AND
ECONOMIC HISTORY

Organised by
the Department of Art, Media and Perform

About Dr. Yashoda Thakore:

Yashods Thakore is an exponent of Kuchipudi and Devadasi
Nrityam (the repertoire of the hereditary women dancers) and
reinforces her repertoire with her understanding and practice of
Yoga. After 14 years of training in Kuchipudi under Sobha Naidu,
Yashoda began to reclaim the art of her family by training under

the women,

and Leelasal. She was swarded a Doctoral degree for her research
on the Interrelationship between Yoga and Indian Classical
Dances. Yashoda Is the Chair at Department of &xhbud
Jnlv f Sllicon - Andhra, Call

history, theory, and practice to graduate students. Besides being

pe Wl
Festivals to her credit. Yashoda works relentlessly with the
women dancers on the social. historical, and aesthetic

About the Lecture:

The performance-lecture focuses on the masculine Brahmin dance form, Kuchipu

how the performing art forms exist at the intersection of caste, gender and patriarchal politics.
Dr. Thakore looks at these intersections as they influence the performing body - specifically, her
performing body - through recent histories. She complicates the concept of heredity and caste
through bload, while also drawing attention to the art and the artists who are the building blocks
of the neo-classical dance form of Kuchipudi.

B 15 February 2024 #% 5:30pm onwards BO15
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THURSDAY SEMINAR SERIES

Hills of aspiration, hills of anxiety: Adivasi
migration from the Maikal Hills of central India

21*" NOVEMBER, 2024
12.00 NOON TO 2.00 PM (IST)
€021, SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY, DELHI-NCR

SHIV NADAR

SOCIOLOGY THURSDAY SEMINAR SERIES
VERS!

Doing ethnography in
“motion”: Challenges of
researching railway journeys

This presentation ks Dased on my expenence of co-travelng in
sioeper Class Compartmnts on 8 IonG-distance train route from
BRaGHpUr 10 Murtisl and Mumbal 10 BRIGHOU fr0m Decsmber
2022 1o September 2023 Most migrant weorkers trirel i sheper
clasz or "unfesenved” compartments to travel from home” to
thewr piace of wark. The time soent at the workplace, place of
arrival place of fing! destination, and returm to home are critical
i migration sholbrip typologies 10 Categorize & migrant
WOk, HOWOVES, theif joumeys femain un udied, esoecialy
tron journeys.
wapecience of Shramie Soecial Trara, persstent oueecronding in
cortain traiw and i routes
Mgt WOrkers MTive In CRNE, What Kin
migrant workers have, and what experience to resch
tnations ™ Ths work wms 1o breg  migr
infrastructurs stucies toether to aalyze what it is §
sloeper Cass COMDWLMEt 35 3 Migant workir In this
presencation. | want to focus on the methodclogical challenges
of “co traveling” and what 2 i 10 do_ ethrography © motion
Viaiters, Helers. and Pezzars, in their book Vispoltics: Borders,
Moration and the Powsr of Locomotion, ague that bodly
practicn are central 10 understanding locomotion. Thy siry that
compared Lo migration and mobilty, lecomotion Brings frththe  paoy by jsnina Dey i 3 Assistant Professer
e T T T e e i\ the Dspartmant of Sociology, Faculy of
4 4 5 precaely ths rtrmate connecton that we ol Sciancer, Seuih Adsh University
% I 8 Skepdr  coach of & TN ol esnsren interests are migition,
:::"‘_"':‘:""":’; ;;’”u:f Wbor, %000, and serses. S has been
Pracesh, snd Madys Proges ™70 60 the e of sweets and swestness
 South Asia She is part of & colaboratie

to Maharashtra As & ste of
<R Gastrofeminism.  She  han
study. 113in COMPIMOnts are

part-private, partpubiie
long-ciatance trakw that st 36

rechanivme
e in migrant

Smels of the cfty, focusing on el
nours, the bodly gam & supported Dy Kiran Nade Musoum of Art
inescapsbie a5 we it teen, DU and will be showcasing her work in
rost. walk around or truggie to F00d Lab, Serencipity Arts Festus, Goa
frd & place Owr way to 2024 She is an editorsl bosrd member of
the curny Sodety and Culture In South Asa
comparntments is a stuggle 1o (5508), and her work has been published in
fnd 0 pace. How does One the journals @ Contributiors to Indlan
empiace oresell? Does motion Socology. The Sewe and  Sochty,
resst a fland erolicement? Gatronomica, Refuges Watch, and Scuth
Atlartic Quarterly She hos co-edited the
book  Sustaablity of Rights  After
Ghobalisation (Sage, 2011) and co-authored
Bayond Kolkats - The Dystopa of Urban
Imagnation (Routiedge, 201)

nVQMe  auercrowded  tran

DATE 07™ NOVEMBER, 2024
TIME 12 NOON ONWARDS
VE D318, SHIV NADAR loE CAMPUS

SHIV NADAR | sctooL oF

HUMANITIES AND

[ '—UNIVERS‘TV- SOCIAL SCIENCES

oELn: NeR

International Relations and Governance Studies

Caste, Secularism and
Diplomacy in postcolonial India

Thursday, October 17, 2024 | 12 pm to 1:30 pm | Venue: D-330

Abstract: This talk explores the relationship between Indian secularism and diplomatic
practice. It is attentive to the ways in which the Indian state's self-fashioning as a secular
entity influenced its diplomatic practice, and conversely, the ways in which Indian
diplomacy enhanced the claim to being a secular polity. One of the important
consequences of this dialectic between diplomacy and secularism, the paper argues, was
a particular rendition of caste and caste inequality within India and abroad as aberrant and
anachronistic, something that was on its way out, and as something that was not truly.
reflective or representative of India. The paper ends by suggesting that the weakness of
Indian secularism when faced with the rise of Hindutva from the late 1980s onwards may
have had much to do with its shallow roots in the Indian social order.

Biography:

Sankaran Krishna is a Professor, the College of Social
Sciences at the University of Hawai'i-Manoa. He teaches
Political Science at the University and works in the areas of
International Relations, Comparative Politics, and South
Asian studies. Besides two books (Postcolonial Insecurities,
ota, 1999;  Globali and  Postcoloniali
Rowman and Littlefield, 2009), he has published essays on
the centrality of racial amnesia in cohering the discipline of
International Relations; on meritocracy as justificatory
ideology for international inequality; and the salience of
caste in the evolution of Indian diplomacy.
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VISITING FELLOW
DR NICHOLAS FERGUSON

SHIV NADAR DEPARTMENT OF ART, MEDIA

AND PERFORMANCE

SCHOOL OF
HUMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCiENCES.

SOCIOLOGY

Film Seminar: Survey City:
A Story about the Mysterious
Life of Documents

DATE : 26 September, 2024
TIME 12 Noon Onwards
VENUE : €021

Join us for the screening of ‘Survey City,’
followed by a discussion and Q&A with

Prof. Sanjay Srivastava (SOAS, SNU)
and Prof. Yasmeen Arif (SNU)

Film Synopsis: Survey City (2024.
31 minutes)

Ayesna and her famly live in a Delhi basti nformal
Sottioment. $ho wants Rothing mero than o have
security of tenure of her tny Fouse ot the
precarious edges of Delhi. There are aiways
rumours of cemolition ns the land s classified as
ilegelly occupied

For tenure security anc access to
lega tita 20 lano depends or inclusion in muFiple
government surveys. that promise these. These
promses most frequencly arrive at election tme.

resid
o

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA s ritsh Acaceriy Giobal
Protessor st SOAS Univer
resnarch o

This fim explores aspacts of fear, anxietes, Fope
and confusior thaz sumourd survey and
documentat

micde-class  cutures,  and
othnograshias of the state. His publcations include

processs

of sun
d to provided socurity of tenure but
was Geclares lost’.

treets,

Batween te lost docu

locality. its people and
betwean governmer
the story of Deln's Border bast

ard rewly

between the state, pvas
enviched rural 123 sellers.

SHIV NADAR

Department of History
and Archaeology

[ SEMINAR ]
Art, Affect, Archive:

Udaipur’s Monumental Monsoon
Moods, 17700-1900

Udmpur's ghtmanti-ca:

vaie 22nd February, 2024

mMe 12 PM
vinue D-318, Shiv Nadar IoE

Dipti Khera

Associate Professor, Deomrtment of
Art History and Inet 10t of Fina Arts
New York Univarsty

Artist Talk by Post-Museum

Really Really Free Market:

Making alternative values, Autonomous znnas,‘_
and Trying anything and Nothing ey

T :
April 6, 2024, 4:30PM
Shiv Nadar University, F Block, 3rdFloor

SHIV NADAR Department of | SCHOOL OF
|

Art, Media | HUMANITIES AND
& Performance | SOCIAL SCIENCES

SOCIOLOGY
SCHOLARS FORUM

Invites you to have a conversation on

EXHIBITING THE "OTHER": COLONIAL
SUBJECTS AND HUMAN ZOOS IN
EARLY-20TH CENTURY FRANCE

DAR

SHIV N

Abstract

S. Harikrishnan

Post. Doctoral Fellow, Conflict Institute,
Dublin City University (OCU)

arseran s s Dot Fellow with tha Iraland
uth Proect at b ct Irstiute at Dub o City

TIME: VENUE:
5:00 PM- | ROOM D330
7:00 PM | SHIV NADAR IoE

ozvesc

THURSDAY SEMINAR SERIES

Recombining People and Clouds in
Rural Rajasthan: What Atmospheres
Can Tell Us About Caste and Kin

10TH OCTOBER 2024 <
12 NOON IST
D 318, SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY

b fodras (oG

Assistant Professor,
© Department of Anthiopoiogy,
Tulane University. USA.

DEPARTMENT OF ART, MEDIA pREdeE:

SHIV NADAR  $cHooL oF
% SSAAEGRAR | ANDPERFORMANCE :
AFIELD BROADCAST NG THERE? ADVENTURES
WORKSHOP IN REMOTE AESTHETICS
| o i The vk of Mimedonlay . b b
S e e e

5. Today, when unchecked growth has brought

ipping point, the presence of the artist on the

fernational stage is more important than ever. But what would

happen if arists were unable o travel? How, for example, might
&

DR NICHOLAS
FERGUSON

SNU Visiting Fellow
Department of Art, Media and
Performance

the conditions of ‘net zero’ or strieter bordering fegimes? This
saries of workshops responds 1o these questions through an
exploration of the ield-broadcast medium. Taking advantage of the
multple methods at art's disposal, and proceeding In a spirt that
I iy expe we wil deveiop

environmental knowledge acrass time and space.

Colne Valley, Heathrow Airport. Photograph. Nick Ferguson, 2022

SCHOOL
UMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES

SHIV NADAR

Department of Art, Media and Performance

17/18/19
SEPTEMBER
2024

Looking, Reading, Reading,
Looking: Displaying, Exhibiting
and Curating Art

One theme per session / 2 session per day
Workshop To encourage decp reading of images a

2
O
o
2
i
o
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Any other -+91
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TALKON
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Abstract:
Mistorical zrc

PRAPTI PANDA

PhD student, Department of
Anthropology at Northwestern
University, Chicago

g

“THRUSDAY
22205 "

Sociology Scholars Forum
[Sos.Fo] |

INVITES YOU FOR A TALK ON

Inhabiting a Wounded
Landscape: Place as an
Archive of Our Difficult Pasts

al moment
of the Hyderabad

SPEAKR

Date: 20/03/2024, Wedne:
Time: 5PM to 7PM | Venue: D303, Shiv Nadar University
Mode of Meeting: Hybrid (MS Teams)

Meeting ID: 425 841 816 742 | Passcode: npochC

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY
IN PRACTICE: APPLICATIONS
AND CHALLENGES IN SOUTH

TIME: 12:00 PM
D318, SHIV NADAR I0E

SHIV NADA

UNIVERSITY

Pramod Mandade

. The
port of b onging doctorslwork

SHIV NADAR
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH T TR T

Book Talk

HOMANITIES AND
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Spearker
Professor
Tapan Basu
Hindi Dalit

Liter: Author Bio
o e

25 APRIL2024 | 12PM-2PM | D128, Shiv Nadar IoE
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Department of Art, Media and Performance

Decoding Artistic Research

Reflections and Conversations on Art based Practice and Research inside and outside of the Academy

Seminar Roundtable:
% o Artistic Inquiry: From Studio to
2ynate address. 5
Scholarship
Danny Butt peokers
Uniivarsily of Melbuuine Snurnyuhram Choudhury
shukio Sowt
Roundtable: . Sh.cghabrata Sengupta
Reimagining Knowledge within Santhosh S
Institutional Frameworks
Speakers Time: 9AM-5PM |
24 September 2024
Urmimala Sarkar Munsi Shiv Nadar University,
Rakhi Peswani DelhiNCR

for 24 Sep
o5 otz 1o 2

r 2024
o Sertember 2024

b ,E‘:q

SHIV NADAR

—UNIVERSITV*

Department of International Relations and
Governance Studies

Exhibiting the Empire
Seeking IR in Museums

Speaker
Jayashree Vivekanandan
A ¥ r,

nterational Relats
New Delhi

ons

April 4th 2024 (Thursday)
12:00 PM - 01:30 PM (IST)
Venue: D330

SHIV NADAR

|vER<|Tv |

UN

TELLING STORlES DISCOVERING
HISTORIES: INTERSECTIONAL
NARRATIVES OF FAMILY ALBUMS

Iract
bl
|

> AN
SHIVNADAR | jiiiiiiad % [¢ kARAKORAM
m[:u\w 12 STUDIES COLLECTIVES

Centre of Excellence for Himalayan Studies &
Karakoram Collectives

CONSERVATION OF MATERIALAND

ECOLOGICAL HERITAGE IN THE TRANS HIMALAYAS

14 March 2024
D-330, Shiv Nadar IoE, Delhi NCR

10401045AM HewDehy
1 Neweh
10451105 AM Topi ologialImpact ssessment o toursm Sthites i Lacokn
Panelist2 adn,
105-1120AM
P2 o
n201330AM
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150AMAZI0PM

QaA

Unhsty, New Dcbi

02800745 PN
Paneiisc1
021850305 PM
ofkashmk
panelist:2 Lo Loty
0505032570 “Topic Tourkin s Soio-Cutral oot n g
Panalit3 r.Noor ahan, Founder and A conserator Shesr, Lodo
0s25-0545PM
Pt Or.Rigen Chodon. ndependans Roesrch Conulo: Fonder, Ve Publcasons sh
03450605 PM
04050415 PM
04150455 PM QsA

0515 0600PM

sa5t0535PM
533510545 PM
5145 t0 550PM
55010600PM

0600061070

ession 3 (Roundup): Convergence of

Rain,Prfenor
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Decoding Artistic Research -
Reflections and Conversations on
Art-based Practice and Research
Inside and Outside of the Academy

The Department of Arts, Media and Performance
organized a 2-day seminar on ‘Decoding Artistic
Research - Reflections and Conversations on Art-
based Practice and Research Inside and Outside

of the Academy’ that brought together 150
participants, academicians, and artists from diverse
fields to discuss a variety of topics.

The event featured two roundtables on ‘Reimagining
Knowledge within Institutional Frameworks’ and
‘Artistic Inquiry: From Studio to Scholarship’. The
discussions traced the contours of artistic research
and its role within academia. They addressed art
practices at the interface between knowledge

inside and outside of academia, questions of value,
ownership, replicability, and applicability with
respect to artistic research.

A workshop on ‘Method and Methodology in Artistic
Research’ was led by Dr. Danny Butt, Senior Lecturer
in Interdisciplinary Practice, and Graduate Research
Convenor for Design and Production at Victorian
College of the Arts, University of Melbourne.
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We have undertaken many institutional practices
that have contributed to advancing the goal of
sustainable communities and cities. Some of these
are listed here.

1. Green Building Design and
Operations

All buildings on campus comply with the National
Building Code, certified by the Indian Green
Building Council (IGBC) or Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED). Several

buildings are LEED Gold certified and incorporate
green building principles such as natural lighting,
efficient insulation, sustainable materials, and
low-flow plumbing fixtures, thus making them
water and energy-efficient. Besides achieving

EHS certification, the university has a policy that
promotes environment-friendly and low-emission
practices in water, energy, waste, habitat protection,
etc. We have also been awarded ISO 14001:2015
and I1SO 45001:2018 accreditation without any non-
conformance or observation.

2. Renewable Energy on Campus

We have undertaken an initiative to transition

to clean energy sources on campus. As part of

this, a 1.6 MW solar power plant is installed and
commissioned on campus that takes care of as much
as 26 percent of the needs of the campus. The goal
is to go to 30 percent and beyond.

3. Water Conservation Measures

We have an extensive process for on-campus water
extraction and ensure compliance with the daily
extraction limit provided by the Central Ground
Water Authority (CGWA). We undertake extensive
documentation of water usage and reuse. Water is
collected through rainwater harvesting infrastructure
and reused for horticulture through tanks and

pipes for irrigation. Water-conscious planting has
resulted in a green campus and reduced irrigation
requirements. The campus is home to many drought-
tolerant plants.

Most buildings on campus are certified by agencies
such as IGBC and LEED and comply with extensive



requirements for water conservation. We have
obtained the IGBC Gold certificate and meet the
LEED ratings, wherein 15% of the credits impact
water resources. Other measures include low-flow
faucets and toilets, and water-efficient landscaping
practices. We have also installed a 500KL sewage
treatment plant to reuse water for irrigation and
horticulture.

4. Enhance Energy efficiency

We have a system for continually reviewing campus
energy use and identifying opportunities for
improvement to update our energy consumption
analysis and conservation plan. This helps in energy
optimization through energy-efficient practices on
campus. Many energy-efficient appliances have
been incorporated, such as:

e Energy Optimization Monitors in our LEED and
IGBC- Gold certified building with integrated
sensors, loT devices, and automation systems
for optimized energy use and reduced overall
environmental impact

e Effective electric vehicle infrastructure on
campus to transition 50% of the car fleet to
electric vehicles, increase mobility on campus,
and reduce carbon footprint and dependency on
fossil fuels.

e  Modular sewage treatment plant technology is
installed on campus and has a capacity of 734
KLD. The STP treats 550 KLD water from the
entire campus, including campus housing.

e  Monitoring platforms installed to track energy
usage, waste generation, water consumption,
and other sustainability metrics to enable
informed decisions for continuous improvement

e 1.6 MW solar panels installed on campus across
academic and residential blocks to transition
from complete captive power and generate
clean, sustainable energy on campus

e Energy-saving policy embraced, replacing 11
KV grid power with a 33 KV grid power supply
and removing the need to run standby power
through diesel generators.

As a part of our Energy Consumption Analysis

and Conservation Plan, we review our energy

use continually to identify opportunities for
improvement. To document the energy consumption
of each building, electricity meters are installed in
every building, and a complete analysis of energy
consumption is reported every month in the “Energy

Performance Index Report.” This helps to check
waste continuously.

5. Alternative Mode of transport to
achieve sustainable transportation

We are a residential campus for all students and
many faculty members. For those who stay outside
the campus, a well-planned transport system is in
place, and employees are encouraged to be sensitive
to their use and optimize their air and road travel.
For weekly needs, planned shuttles are provided. To
transition to clean power and reduce dependence
on fossil fuels, we plan to transition 50% of the car
fleet to electric vehicles. The university currently has
60% CNG, 30% petrol, and 10% diesel cars. The plan
is that any new inventory added to this would be an
electric vehicle.

On campus, we use sustainable transportation
options such as walking, biking, carpooling, and
public transit. We have a fleet of E-buses and Golf
carts with over 150 seating capacity. This, in turn,
has helped increase mobility on a large campus like
ours and is also a step towards reducing the carbon
footprint and dependency on fossil fuels.

6. Biodiversity Conservation

With careful planning, we have nurtured 10.4 acres
of land and eco-restored it to create a thematic
botanical garden on campus. It is conceptualized

as a unique concept and is the first of its kind in



Report on
Sustainable
Development

‘'SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY
DELHI-NCR

BIODIVERSITY MAP

northern India, and provides an opportunity for the
visitors to explore plants, which are becoming rare
and uncommon, but are economically significant
due to various anthropogenic factors that are not
observed in any of the botanical gardens except

in their native range of cultivation. The garden

was also established to increase awareness about
the multiple plants we come across daily and to
conserve their unique germplasm for education
and research purposes. It has about 2000 plants
belonging to more than 700 species. The lush green
beautiful garden, in turn, has 11 themed gardens
with about 555 plant species. The campus is rich

in faunal diversity, characterized by a mixture of
wetlands and terrestrial species, mammals, aves,
reptiles, amphibians, fishes, molluscs, annelids, and
insects, including 53 butterflies. These findings and
discoveries are published in books for posterity to
facilitate research.

8. Sustainable Food Options on
campus and Local Sourcing

The University supports the local community with
significant economic opportunities and provides
fresh and sustainable food choices from local
sources to university residents. We have partnered
with a local organic farm, Jaivik, where the university
sources organic food. The farm is situated within 15

miles of the campus. The produce is procured every
week to prepare meals served on campus.

9. Reduce waste and Recycle

We have implemented comprehensive waste
reduction and recycling programs to encourage
a culture of rethinking consumption patterns on
campus. The following are some examples,

e  The university has a comprehensive and
documented food waste tracking system to
measure and monitor food waste at each level,
i.e., production, handling, storage, processing,
and distribution. Taking efficient measures and
maintaining a daily food waste log, we reported
a considerable decrease in food waste per
person in 2024. This also gives the dining hall
vendors a minimum guarantee to keep a check
on production, and food waste is used for
composting on campus.

e The campus has a restrictive use of plastic. This
behaviour is encouraged on campus through
communiques and posters for responsible
consumption and conservation. Since 2019,
plastic waste has been monitored, tracked, and
disposed of through green disposal methods.
To date, we have achieved a 47% decrease in
plastic waste disposal. Wastepaper collection
and disposal happen through government-



certified recyclers, which provide recycled
paper, paper, and other stationery. Besides,
using recycling bins across campus, composting
organic waste, and reducing single-use plastics.
We have special contracts and systems for
safely disposing of hazardous and medical
waste.

e Free Store is a student-led initiative on campus
to promote recycling. The university community
has enthusiastically responded to converting
pre-loved clothes into re-loved garments for
someone else.

10. Educate, engage, and encourage

e  We have set the culture of holding a sustainable
convocation, which includes a full spectrum
of associated digital experiences, significantly
reducing the volume of printed convocation
materials.

e The university has its independent program
towards energy conservation, renewable energy,
and efficiency through reduced consumption
in Scope 1, 2, and 3. Besides, we are also
developing a road map towards expediting steps
to achieve net-zero and become a smart campus
in every sense.

e  We are carefully integrating principles of
SDGs at various levels of education, research,
operations, and partnerships. And carefully
address the need for leaders and a vision that
can inspire a commitment to sustainability
amongst all stakeholders in the university and
beyond.

e  We offer a year-long series of short programs
and masterclasses for school students.

Digging Into India’s Past at Maski

Maski Archaeological Research Project (MARP), a
multidisciplinary initiative dedicated to unravelling
the socio-political and cultural dimensions of the
multi-period site of Maski.

The MARP is a collaborative endeavour of a team
spearheaded by Shiv Nadar University’s Dr. Hemanth
Kadambi, Associate Professor, Department of
History and Archaeology, Dr. Peter G. Johansen,
Associate Professor, McGill University, Canada,

and Dr. Andrew M. Bauer, Associate Professor,
Stanford University, US. The forthcoming excavation
phase, scheduled for the summer of 2025, aims to
study Maski's historical evolution using advanced
archaeological methodologies.

This will integrate conventional fieldwork with
state-of-the-art technological applications, including
remote sensing, geoarchaeological analysis, and
digital mapping. This interdisciplinary methodology
aspires to construct a more sophisticated and
comprehensive understanding of Maski's historical
trajectory and its inhabitants’ lived experiences and
adaptive strategies over time.

The Kala Chaupal Trust

Shiv Nadar IoE has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Kala Chaupal Trust to
explore avenues to work on the culture and heritage
of Bulandshabhr, art, and nature conservation. We
are working on several projects to capture the
district’s ancient, medieval, and modern stories and
narratives. The documentation and on-ground action
will support heritage and create a sustainable model
for cultural tourism. The collaboration includes
student internships, faculty research collaboration

in Kala Chaupal’s projects, nature walks, heritage
works, and publications.

Community Connect Program
to create a model for rural
transformation

The Community Connect program is a
comprehensive initiative committed to the holistic
development of Dadri Block within the Gautam
Buddha Nagar District, Uttar Pradesh. Aligned
with institutional social responsibility principles,
Shiv Nadar University, in collaboration with the
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Shiv Nadar Foundation, local authorities, and
organizations, aims to bring about positive change
through focused interventions that benefit local
communities and advance Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

One example is the sanitation and waste
management drive in Nirmal Datawali, a village
adjacent to the university boundary. The project
was carried out in partnership with Lending Hands
Foundation. While more than 795 residents —
including youth, schoolchildren, SHGs, and PRI
members — participated in structured awareness
programs, key infrastructure like incinerators, bins,
and a segregation center was installed, the program
received high appreciation for its impact in the
following areas:

e Sanitation and waste management
improvements through awareness campaigns,
waste collection services, infrastructure
enhancements, and resolution of waterlogging
issues. Waste segregation jumped from 7% to
55%.

e Removal of over 20,000 kg of legacy waste
across 10+ identified Garbage Vulnerable Points
(GVPs).

e Proper disposal practices rose from 3% to 54%,
and door-to-door waste collection access grew
from 2% to 89%.

e Establishing a waste segregation centre to
promote sustainable waste management

Shiv Nadar University and the Lending Hands
Foundation have also signed an MoU under the
Dadri Development Program for Phase 2 of the
Nirmal Datawali Project.




Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence is fully committed to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We have embraced a
four-pronged strategy for SDGs through teaching, research,
our core institutional practices, and partnerships.
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